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Xamples  of  good 

O 

Men  let  before  us, 

> 

fhould  be  fome  of 
the  ftrongeft  Motives 
to  Virtue  •  of  learn¬ 
ed  Men,  equally  In¬ 
centives  for  an  Ap¬ 
plication  to  polite  Studies  Precepts 
of  Morality  are  more  ealily  imbibed 

B  when 


A  N 

*  <&■  \  .V 

ACCOUNT 


a  The  LIFE  of 

when  we  find  Per  Ions  of  Underftanding 
conftantly  guiding  their  Adtions  by 
them,  and  the  Vanity  of  the  Sciences 
will  not  ieern  to  be  io  to  the  fuperfi- 
cially  Learned,  when  they  obierve 
thofe  of  Charadter  for  Wifdorn  con¬ 
ftantly  verfed  in  them  •  there  is  no 
Ground  for  a  Strip icion  of  Hypocrify  in 
either  in  this  Light,  and  the  intrinfick 
Value  of  both  appears  from  the  juft 
Efteem  for  the  one,  and  the  proper 
Uie  of  the  other,  alloted  them  by  Per- 
ions  of  Integrity,  as  the  Difregard 
given  to  both,  a  Hies  generally  from 
the  immoral  or  pedantick  Lives  of  their 
Profeftors,  and  are  fufficient  Cauies  of 
Complaint,  both  to  the  Sceptick  and 
the  Sciolift. 

I  flatter  myfelf  I  flr all  be  able, 
in  the  following  Life,  to  take  oft  both 
theie  Complaints,  and,  what  will  ap¬ 
pear  more  ftrange  to  fome,  fhew  that 
a  famous  Phyfician  was  an  admirable 
Divine  •  for  altho’  the  preient  Age,  as 
fome  boaft,  may  be  never  io  morally 

good. 
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good,  or  deeply  learned,  yet  we  may 
hope  for  fomething  imitable  in  both, 
from  a  Revifion  of  the  Anions  oi  oar 
Fore-fathers  ot  the  laft  Century. 
Others  coinplain,  and,  I  am  afraid, 
with  lome  Reafon,  that  the  Tafte  of 
thefe  Times  is  lo  vitiated,  that  any 
wretched  Invediive,  or  a  defamatory' 
Libel  *,  will  be  more  eagerly  gazed 
at,  than  the  mo  ft  beautiful  Picture  of 
Virtue  and  true  Knowledge  ;  but  as 
the  mo  ft  Profligate  love  to  praife,  tho” 
they  do  not  choofe  the  Practice  ol  Vir¬ 
tue,  I  think  myfelf  fecure  •  at  leaft  the 
Di Regard  of  the  Ignorant  and  Impru¬ 
dent  will  have  little  Effedt  upon  me, 
lince  I  may  be  almoft  certain  of  the 
Approbation  of  the  Good  and  Ingenu- 
Bus. 

Edmund  Dickinson,  the  Son 
of  JVilliam  Dtckinfon  Redtor  oi: 

B  2  jdpp-leton 

*  Hemerobioi,  qui  mane  pueri,  meridie  juvenes* 
fenes  vefperi,  occidente  foie  commoriuntur  :  ut  multo 
plus  laboris  ac  temporis  ad  generationem,  quam  ad 
vitae  ufum  Naiura  impend  life  videatur.  Goedard  de 
Inject  is.  §  Was 
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Appleton  in  Berkshire,  and  Mary , 
Daughter  of  Edmund  Colepepper ,  of 
Hollingbourn  in  Kent,  Efq;  was  born 
September  z6,  1624.  He  received  his 
firft  Rudiments  of  Learning  at  Eaton 
School ;  from  whence  he  was  fent  Poll - 
_  .  m after  to  Merton  College  in 

F or tionijt a.  r  i  i  t  t  ^  t-v 

Uxjord ,  and  took  the  De«* 
gree  of  Batchelor  of  Arts,  June  %z, 
1647.  ’T  was  now,  after  he  had  got 
over  the  dry  and  unplealant  Study  of 
Words  and  Logick,  that,  by  an  Ap¬ 
plication  fo  intenfe,  as  fometimes  to 
lpend  Sixteen  Hours  out  of  the  Twen¬ 
ty-four,  he  began  to  be  fenlible  of  the 
leveral  Beauties  of  the  Syriack,  Hebrew 
and  Greek  Hiftory.  Shall  we  lay  this 
arole  from  the  Genius  of  thole  Times, 
in  which  nothing  recommended  more 
to  the  Favour  of  the  Great,  than  pro¬ 
found 

§  Was  Chaplain  to  William  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
and  publifhed,  Lhe  King’s  Right,  briefly  Jet  down , 
in  a  Sermon  before  the  Judges  of  Afllze,  held  in 
Reading,  for  the  County  of  Bucks ,  28  June,  1619? 
on  Pfalm  Ixxv.  7.  London . 
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found  Learning,  and  a  thorough  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Antients  ?  To  aver  that 
the  Seventeenth  Century  was  better 
acquainted  with  the  Characters  of  an- 
tient  Authors,  and  entered  more  into 
the  Spirit  of  their  Writings  than  the 
prelent,  is  to  make  Learning  in  the 
Decline  from  its  Meridian,  and  in  the 
Decadence  of  its  Empire  ;  which  no 

JL  s 

Perfon  fhould  fay,  who  conliders  what 
Quantities  of  Learned  Limber  are  daily 
to  be  difpofed  of  by  Audlion  ’  how 
greedily  they  are  fought  after,  and  that 
the  Prefs  itfelf,  unwilling  that  the 
Seeds  of  Ignorance  fhould  remain  any 
where,  and,  agreable  to  the  prelent 
Tafte,  is  turned  a  profeft  Friend  to 
Quackery,  diipenfing  her  weekly  Pac¬ 
kets  of  the  Phyfck  of  the  Mind ,  at  fo 
Imall  a  Price  as  Six-pence,  for  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  the  Poor  in  Pocket,  as  well  as 
Underlfanding.  As  this  is  not  the 
Place  to  dilculs  this  Point  in,  I  fhall 
only  fay,  that  the  Do 61  or  fucceeded  lo 
well  by  this  Method,  that  he  was  ele- 
6Ied  Fellow  of  the  laid  College,  upon 

B  z  no 
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no  other  Account  but  his  extraordinary 
Merit  and  Learning. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Brent  was,  at  this 
Time,  Head  of  the  College,  who  lide- 
Ing  with  the  Puritans,  was  ejedfed  his 
Wardenfliip  by  King  Charles  •  but, 
being  reftored  again  when  Oxford  Gar- 
nfon  was  furrendered  for  the  Parlia¬ 
ment’s  Ufe  in  1646,  the  two  following 
Years  he  was  appointed  Archvilitor  of 
the  Univerlity  ;  in  which  Time  hap¬ 
pened  the  Election  wherein  Mr.  Dick- 
ir/Jon  was  admitted  Fellow  :  We  are 
not  to  wonder  that  a  Perfon  of  his 
Youth  ,  and  want  of  Experience,  fhould 
fall  in  with  the  Iniquity  of  thole  Times, 
he  was  better  acquainted  with  what 
had  formerly  been  tran  ladled  in  the 
Republicks  of  Greece  and  Rome ,  than 
what  the  Independants  -  and  Puritans 
were  hatching  in  the  Common-wealth 
of  England ;  but  as  his  judgment,  in 
a  fhort  lime,  grew  more  mature,  he 
pfelently  threw7  off  the  dangerous  Prin¬ 
ciples  oi  thole  Fanaticks,  and  was, 

ever 
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ever  after y  a  found  Royalift,  and  a 
true  Churchman. 

H  E  took  the  Degree  of  Mailer  of 
Arts  'November  27,  1649,  and,  his 
Father  being  dead,  was  at  full  Liberty 
to  follow  what  Profeilion  he  liked  beft  • 
there  was  no  Danger  now  of  his  being 
forced,  again  ft  his  Inclination,  to  be¬ 
come  a  Divine  or  a  Lawyer :  And,  in¬ 
deed,  there  are  few  Examples  of  bright 
Men  who  have  been  drove  by  Violence 
into  the  Profeffions  they  prove  an  Or¬ 
nament  to  *  tho’,  we  muft  acknow¬ 
ledge,  it  is  too  good  an  Excufe  for  the 
Drone  to  fay  he  was  compelled ;  a 
Man  of  the  Dodfor’s  Capacity  and  Ap¬ 
plication,  could  fcarce  fail  of  Succefs 
in  any  5  but  happily  he  had  it  in  his 
own  Power  to  follow  the  natural  Ten¬ 
dency  of  his  Genius,  and  therefore  he 
applied  himfelf  clofely  to  the  Study  of 
Phyfick. 

Plow  ever,  this  did  not  hinder  him 

from  {hewing  how  well  veried  he  was 

° 

B  4  in 
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in  the  Phoenician  and  Grecian  Hiftory  5 
to  this  he  feems  to  have  been  led  by 
the  Writings  of  the  celebrated  Bochart , 
whofe  Steps  he  clofely  follows,  and 
whofe  Opinion  he  every  where  highly 
efteems  ;  wherefore,  in  1655,  he 
printed,  at  Oxford ,  his  Delphi  Phani- 
cizantes *,  a  Book  fo  much  efteemed 
at  Home  for  its  Depth  of  Learning, 
that  Archbifhop  Sheldon  would  have 
perfuaded  him,  upon  leeing  of  it,  to 
have  gone  into  holy  Orders  ;  but  ha¬ 
ving  a  ftronger  Biafs  to  the  Profeffion 
in  which  he  was  entered,  he  did  not 
comply  with  the  Deiires  of  that  great 
Man.  Beyond-Sea  it  was  not  iels  re- 

liilied 

*  Delphi  Phsenicizantes,  live  Tradlatus,  in  quo 
Grecos  quicquid  apud  Delphos  celebre  erat  (feu  Py- 
thonis  &  Appollinis  hiftoriam,  feu  Paeanica  certamina 
&  pnemia,  feu  prifcam  Templi  for  mam  atque  in- 
fcriptionem,  feu  Tripodem,  Oraculum,  &c.  fpedles) 
e  Jofuas  Hiiloria  fcriptifque  facris  effinxiffe  rationibus 
baud  inconcinnis  oftenditur.  Et  quam  plurima  quae 
PhiloJogiae  ftadiofs  apprime  jucunda  futura  funt, 
after  ac  vulgo  folent  enarrantur.  Appenditur  Dia- 
triba  de  Noae  in  Italiam  adventu,  ejufque  nominibus 
Ethnicis :  oec  non  de  origine  Druidu-m.  His  acceffit 
oratiuneula  pro  philofophia  lib.er.anda.  Audio  re 
fjdmundo  Dickinfono  Art,  Mag.  &  Mertonenfis 
Collegii  Socio,  j 
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lifiied  by  the  Learned,  for  there  are 
two  foreign  Editions  of  it,  one  printed 
%X.  Franc  fort  1669,  the  other  by  Thomas 
Grenius  at  Rotterdam,  in  1691.  *  He 

allows  it  the  firft  Place  of  the  Five 
Pieces  in  his  Fajciculus  Dijjertationum 
Hiflorico-Critico-Philologicanm. 

A  s  it  is  a  Book  now  leldom  to  be 
met  with,  and  wrote  in  Latin ,  I  lhall 
give  feme  Abftradts  of  the  moft  curious 
Chapters  in  it,  with  curlory  Remarks 
and  Notes  5  by  which  I  fhall  follow  the 
Advice  of  thofe  fublime  Poets,  who, 
under  the  Pictures  of  Authors,  gene¬ 
rally  refer  us  to  their  Works,  if  we 
would  fee  the  Beauties  of  their  Minds 
truely  delineated. 

N  o  one,  who  is  in  the  lead:  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  antient  Mythology, 

will 

*  Crenius  tells  us,  in  his  Preface  to  this  Edition, 
(which  the  Bookfeller  dedicates  to  Henry  Compton , 
Bifhop  of  London ,  then  at  the  Hague')  Ita  fe  fe  erudi- 
tis  probavit,  ut  German],  a  mature  vendito  Exemplo 
Angiicano  Oxonienfi  Anno  1655,  illos  ipfos  Edmun- 
di  Dickinfonii  Medici  infignis  Delphi  Phaenicizantes, 
Francofurd  1669  denuo  imprimi  cyrarunt. 
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will  wonder  to  hear  the  Do&or  com¬ 
plain  of  the  great  Difficulties  he  met 
with,  when  he  endeavours  to  prove 
the  Greeks  %  mimicked  the  Hebrews  in 
molt  of  their  religious  Cuftoms.  This 
is  fo  hard  a  Task,  and  yet,  perhaps, 
may  be  deemed  by  feme,  of  fo  little 
Conlequence,  as  only  to  be  looked  up¬ 
on  as  a  curious  Search  into  Trifles  • 
but  as  there  are  others  of  a  truer  Tafte 
for  Antiquity,  ’tis  to  their  Candour  I 
addrefs. 

I  n  the  Preface  we  are  told,  that 
the  Greeks  themfelves,  who,  either  by 
Chance,  or  on  Purpole,  have  treated 
of  thele  Subjects,  have  rather  obfcured 
than  cleared  up  the  Matter ;  what 
Dependance  is  to  be  made  upon  thole 
who  do  not  inform  us  of  the  true  Rea- 
fon  of  the  Inftitution  of  the  Pythian 
Games  •  lome  laying  it  was  becaule 
Apollo  killed  a  certain  Tyrant ;  others, 
a  Robber,  a  Serpent,  and  a  Giant : 
The  Place  of  this  V  idtory  is  not  lels 

doubtful, 

f  ■  *  '  V  *  ’  .  »  \t  .. 

*  Delphi  Schilurrtis  Simia.  Cap.  XI. 
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doubtful,  in  Myjia ,  Phrygia ,  Cilicia , 
Pithecuja ,  Beotia ,  and  in  Fyr/n  ;  nay, 
it  is  not  man! left  from  them,  who  he 
was  himfelf  •  fome  call  him  the  Son  of 
'Jupiter,  others  of  Bacchus  j  thefe  ftile 
him  a  God  •  thole  fay  he  fignifies  the 
whilft  other  Hiftorians  make  him 
a  great  Captain.  In  vain,  therefore, 
does  he  hope  for  any  Afliftance  from 
the  Greeks ,  whom  he  calls  a  light,  in- 
conftant,  lying  and  fuperftitious  Peo¬ 
ple.  He  is  then  forced  to  fly  to  the 
Phenician  ( by  which  is  meant  the 
Plehrezo )  Language  •  for  the  Grecians 
themlelves,  as  well  as  their  Language, 
with  many  of  their  religious  Rights 
and  Ceremonies,  are  of  Phenician  Ex¬ 
traction,  but  io  obfcured  and  changed 
by  the  FicHons  of  their  Hiftorians  and 
Poets,  that  it  is  no  eafy  Matter  to  find 
out  their  true  Ongrine.  Would  we 

C? 

then  have  a  juft  Prolpect  of  the  antient 
Wifdom  and  Theology  of  the  Greeks, 
we  muft  go  beyond  the  Bounds  and 
Limits  of  their  Language  •  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  when  we  view  fome  magni¬ 
ficent 
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ficent  Structure,  we  muft  be  removed 
from  It,  and  at  a  proper  Diftance,  be¬ 
fore  we  can  rightly  judge  of  its  Beauty 
and  Symmetry. 

He  would  not,  therefore,  have  it 
thought  a  vain  Attempt,  if  he  fhould 
endeavour  to  prove,  that  whatever  is 
related  of  Apollo  and  the  Serpent  JPy- 
than,  is  borrowed  from  the  Story  of 
Jofua  and  Og  King  of  Bafchan  ;  Pytho 
and  Typho ,  by  an  Anagram,  are  eafily 
obferved  to  be  the  lame  •  Og  and  Ty¬ 
pho,  from  the  Significations  of  their 
Names,  are  found  to  be  the  fame  ;  the 
Meaning  of  both  Words  is,  Burning  : 
Hell,  by  the  Hebrews,  is  called  the 
Land  of  Giants  5  the  Amorltes ,  who 
were  the  Remains  of  the  Children  of 
Anak ,  oppofing  the  Ijraelltes ,  are  the 
Giants  fighting  again  ft  the  Gods,  who 
are  faid  to  come  out  of  Egypt.  As 
Og,  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  Kings 
of  the  Amorltes ,  oppofed  the  Progrefs 
of  "Jofua  to  Shllo,  where  the  Ark  of 
the  Lord  was  to  be  fixed  ;  fo  Python 

hindered 
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hindered  Apollo  from  approaching  Del¬ 
phi,  where  he  intended  to  found  an 
Oracle. 

It  is  manifeft  from  this  one  Article, 
what  a  Field  there  is  for  Conjedlure, 
when  we  look  back  fo  far  as  the  Fa¬ 
bulous  Age ;  the  Dodfor  has  brought 
Vouchers  for  what  he  afl'erts  •  and 
what  I  may  remark  on  this  Head,  is  as 
ftrongly  fupported  by  thofe  who  have 
given  us  their  Opinions  •  we  may  firft 
obferve  then,  that  Plutarch  allures  us 
that  the  Egyptians  conftantly  called 
Typhon,  which  is  a  Greek  Name,  Seth.  * 
Mr.  ffhijlon  s  Notion  is,  that  the  fa¬ 
mous  Sej'ojlris ,  whom  fome  believe  to 
be  Shijack ,  mentioned  in  Scripture, 
was  the  very  Pharoah  that  perifhed  in 
the  Red  Sea,  and  the  Typhon  of  the 
Mythologies  •  his  real  or  Egyptian 
Name  was  Seth-os,  or  Seth -oils,  for 

this 

*  De  Ifide  &  Ofyride.  They  called  him  Setb, 
Behon ,  and  Smu.  From  this  latter  Name  Bochart 
believes  Typhon  to  have  been  Sem.  Typhon  ab  iEgyp- 
tiis,  0  cognominabatur,  non  fine  aliufione  mani- 
fefta  ad  femi  nomen,  P  ha  leg.  Lib.  1.  Cap,  1, 
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this  he  appeals  to  Plutarch,  as  above  ; 
his  fifchtious  Name  among;  the  Greekse 
was  Typhon  the  Proud  p.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  Bifhop  Cumberland  $  afferts,  that 
the  Egyptian  King,  who  was  drowned 
in  puriuing  the  Ifraelites,  was  Ame- 
no  phis,  the  Father  of  Ramejjes  or  Se¬ 
th  of  s,  and  of  Armais,  called  by  the 
Greeks  AEgyptus  and  Danaus.  There 
is  a  wide  Difference  both  of  Adtions 
and  Time  between  Shlfack  and  Sefofrls, 
made  by  Jofephus  *  •  the  former  hav¬ 
ing  only  conquered  Rehob oam  s  final  1 
Kingdom,  confiding  of  two  Tribes, 
the  latter  lived  many  Ages  before  him, 
and  won  feveral  Kingdoms  in  Afa.  Sir 
IJaac  Newton  maintains,  that  Sefofrls 
is  the  Ofris  of  the  Egyptians,  the  Bac¬ 
chus  of  the  Greeks ,  and  the  Sefac,  or 
Shijhac,  of  the  Scripture  ;  his  Argu¬ 
ments  for  this  being  very  curious,  are 
to  be  found  in  his  Chronolygy  of  the 
ancient  Kingdoms  amended  -f .  Mr. 

o 

+  See  his  Appendix. 

§  In  his  Sancutiiatho's  Phenician  Hiflory,  p.  398. 

*  Antiquit.  Lib.  8.  Cap.  4. 

4.  Milton  will  have  it  Bn  fir  is  that  peri  Hied  in  the 
Red  Sea.  - — -When 
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Mr.  Shuckford  remarks,  that  is  not 
eafy  to  determine  what  Egyptian  King 
it  was  who  was  drowned  *  •  however, 
is  certain,  that  it  was  not  Amenophis  j 
and  rather  inclines  to  fall  into  Sir  John 
Marjhams  Computation,  who  tells  us, 
the  Pajlors  entered  into,  and  reduced 
Egypt,  about  A.  M.  2420,  their  firft 
King  Salatis  reigned  1 9  Years,  their 
fecond  King  Bson  44,  and  their  third 
King  Apophis  36  Years  and  7  Months  : 
The  End  of  Apophis1  s  Reign  falls  A.  M. 
2520,  fo  that  he  was  the  Pharoah ,  or 
King  of  Lower  Egypt,  who  purfued 
the  Ifraelites,  and  perifhed  in  the  Red 
Sea.  What  room  is  here  for  Hijtorical 
Scepticism  ?  Since  we  fee  fa  many  learn¬ 
ed 

v 

■  ■  ■  When  with  fierce  Winds  Orion  arm’d. 

Hath  vex’d  the  Red  Sea  Coaft,  whofe  Waves  o’er- 
threw 

Rufiris  and  his  Memphian  Chivalry , 

While  with  perfidious  Hatred  they  purfu’d 
The  Sojourners  of  Gojhen ,  who  beheld. 

From  the  fafe  Shoar,  their  floating  Carcafes, 

And  broken  Chariot  Wheels. - - 

Par.  Loft .  B.  1.  Line.  305, 
*  Sacred  and  Proph,  Hi  A,  Connect,  vol.  3. 
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ed  Men  every  one  differing,  yet  almofl: 
pofitive,  about  one  Point.  But  Bifhop 
Cumberland' s  Affetion,  that  the  Pallors 
were  expelled  Egypt  long  before  the 
Defcent  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael,  leems 
plain  from  Mofes  ;  who  tells  us,  that 
every  Shepherd  is  an  Abomination  unto 
the  Egyptians  *.  This  muff,  at  the 
lame  Time,  invalidate  Sir  John  Mar- 
Jhams  Suppolition,  that  the  Pharoah 
drowned  in  the  Red  Sea,  was  a  Pajlor , 
who  had  been  in  Poffeffion  of,  and  drove 
out  of  Egypt,  •  before  the  Defcent  of 
Jacob,  elfe  fofeph  would  never  have 
ordered  his  Brethren  to  fay  to  Pharoah , 
thy  Servants  Trade  hath  been  about 
Cattle.  This  he  did  with  a  Defigft 
that  they  might  dwell  together,  and 
■  feparate  from  the  Egyptians,  in  the 
Land  of  Gofhen,  as  they  were,  by  their 
Profeffion,  an  Abomination  to  thole 
who  formerly  groaned  under  the  Tyran¬ 
ny  of  fix  Kings,  Phenician  Paftors. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  Account 
of  Jofua.  There 

*  Gen.  xlvi.  34. 
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‘i4  * 

There  connot  be  a  greater  Diffe¬ 
rence  between  two  Names,  than  that 
of  Jofoa  and  slpollo,  and  yet  they  be¬ 
long  to  the  fame  Perfon  •  the  firft  fig- 
nifies  a  Preferver,  the  other  a  Deft royer. 
If  we  look  into  the  Scripture  Account 
of  Jofua ,  and  find  that,  by  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  God,  he  was  obliged  to  deftroy 
and  expel  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Land  of  Canaan ,  thefe  People  had 
Reafon  fufficient  for  calling  him  the 
Defroyer  :  this  is  Corroborated,  if  there 
is  any  Credit  to  be  given  to  that  Ac¬ 
count  of  certain  Pillars  found  in  Africa 
Tinvitana ,  whereon  was  the  folio  wing? 

<_>  J  „  O 

Infcription  in  Phenician  Characters, 
We  are  they  who  Jled  from  the  Face  of 
Jofua  the  Robber ,  the  Son  i^Nave,  or 
Nun.  For  tho’  many  of  thefe  Cahaa - 
nites,  or  Phoenicians,  went  voluntarily 
under  their  Leader  Cadmus  into  Greece , 
yet  the  reft  being  banifhed  by  JoJuti 
■and  the  Ifraelites  into  Africa,  had  as 
good  Caufe  for  ftiling  him  a  Tyrant  and 

C  Robber ; 
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Robber ,  as  the  Jews  had  for  owning 
him  their  Saviour  and  Deliverer. 

The  Name  Anax  %  is  given  to 
Apollo ,  from  JoJuas  repelling  the 
Children  of  Anak  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
that  he  efteems  no  Derivation  of  the 
Word  Phenicia ,  but  that  of  Bochart , 
who  brings  it  from  Bene-Anak,  that 
is,  Sons  of  Anak.  The  Anakims  were 
the  moft  remarkable  People  amongft 
the  Canaanites  ;  lo  knowing  in  the 
Arts  of  Peace  and  War,  that  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  Tyre  and  Sidon ,  as  well  as 
the  reft  of  their  Neighbours,  thought 
it  their  greateft  Glory,  though  not  of 
the  Lineage  of  Anak ,  to  ftyle  them- 
fel  ves  Sons  of  Anak.  That  thele  Peo¬ 
ple  were  well  skilled  in  the  liberal 
Arts,  is  manifeft  from  Scripture,  where 

on® 


*  Ita  enim  vetuftiffimus  Poeta  Orpheus. 

(pro  u  ceWf )  Tleu&v  u  CctttMus  KAKetwclvuv 
Which  che  Doctor  tranflates  thus  ; 

O  Anacaeus  Psean,  O  Rex,  O  Mala-fedans  Apollo. 
Orpheus  mull  be  guilty  of  grofs  Tautology,  if  he 
meant  nothing  by  «  aW;,  but  O  Rex,  0 imme¬ 
diately  following,  p8  27, 
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one  of  their  Cities,  Debir , 
is  called  Kiriath-Sepher ,  ^xv'  I5,49‘ 

the  City  of  Books,  Kiriath-Sanna ,  the 
City  of  Learning.  And  that  the  Phe~ 
nicians  were  willing  to  be  thought 

Sons  of  Anak ,  is  plain 

r  .1  •  r  i*  .  1  Plauti  Ptznulus 

irom  their  founding  the  M  5#  Scene  2a 

City  Carthage ,  and  call¬ 
ing  it  Chadre-Anaky  the  Seat  of  Anak< 


The  Sons  of  Anak  having  thus  ren¬ 
dered  themfelves  famous  through  all  the 
neighbouring  Nations,  and  the  Greeks 
having  heard  the  Name,  fixed  it  firft 
upon  the  Inhabitants  of  Tyre  and  Si  don , 
whom  they  called  Bim;,  afterwards 
4>eWa?,  or  and  at  length  more 

corruptly 


Thus  the  Grecian  Theology,  which 
outwardly  appears  novel  and  ridiculous, 
when  opened  with  a  Phenician  Key  by 
a  skilful  Hand,  infules  into  us  a  io- 
lemn  Awe  and  Veneration,  arifing  from 
the  Greatnefs  of  its  Antiquity  ;  and, 
indeed,  I  may  fay  it  ought  to  be  a 

C  a  skilful 
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skilful  Hand,  to  make  fuch  Things 
palatable ;  happy  is  he  who  guefles 
beft,  and  can  bring  moft  Authors  to 
fupport  him  :  For,  ’tis  certain,  the 
further  we  go  in  our  Attempts  to  come 
at  the  Knowledge  of  the  Actions  and 
Writings  of  Men  in  the  firft  Ages  of 
the  World,  we  are,  as  if  we  launched 
into  a  wide  and  boundlefs  Ocean,  with¬ 
out  Chart  or  Com  pals  •  where  we  are 
not  guided  by  the  Books  of  Mofes ,  we 
have  nothing  that  can  enlighten  our 
Way  *  all  is  Clouds  and  Miffs  before 
us,  and  what  is  left  to  fleer  by,  is  but 
Conje&ure  and  Fable  :  We  find  Truth 
irrecoverably  chained  to  the  Bottom  of 
the  Abyls  of  Time,  and  what  rifes  to 
the  Top,  is  nothing  but  a  light  and 
airy  Bubble,  which,  whift  we  endea¬ 
vour  to  probe  and  look  into,  vanifhes, 
and  eludes  our  Hopes  of  coming  to  any 
Certainty. 

W E  have  feen  how  near  a  Refem- 
blance  there  is  between  JoJua  and 
Apollo  j  we  fhall  not  find  a  lefs  Simi¬ 
litude 
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litude  between  the  Egyptian  Hercules 
and  Jojua.  Hiftory  informs  us,  *  that 
theie  two  Perfpns  were  cotemporary, 
and  both  Egyptians  ;  that  the  former 
lived  about  One  thouland  two  hundred 
Years  before  Alexander ,  which  agrees 
very  well  with  the  Time  in  which  Jo- 
fua  flourished  ;  that  he  was  Companion 
to  Bacchus  in  his  Expedition  againft 
the  Indians ,  and  with  him  came  to 
Mount  Nyja  •  as  Jojua  attended  Mojes 
in  the  Wars  begun  againft  the  Canaa - 
nites  :  For  as  this  Hero  ol  Jfrael  purg¬ 
ed  the  Land  of  the  Idolatrous  Nations, 
after  conquering  the  People  of  Bajchan 
(whole  Country  was  called  the  Land  of 
Giants )  fo  Hercules ,  fighting  on  the 
Side  of  the  Gods,  put  to  Flight  and 
overcame  the  Giants  •  that  is,  deftroy- 
ed  an  impious  Race  of  Men,  who  de¬ 
nied  the  Being  and  Power  of  the  Gods, 
and  therefore  may  be  laid  to  attempt 
the  dethroning  of  them  §.  As  Jojua , 

C  3 

*  Macrobius  in  Saturn.  Lib,  1 .  Cap.  17.  20, 

§  At  gigantes,  inquit  Macrobius,  quid  aliud  fuifie 
credendum,  eft,  quam  hominurn  quandam  impiam 

gen  tern 
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_  fo  Hercules  *  was  aflifted  by 

Stones  from  Heaven,  in  his 
Wars  with  Bacchus  againft  the  Indians „ 
Now  thefe  Indians ,  againft  whom  Her¬ 
cules  waged  War,  were,  very  proba¬ 
bly,  no  orher  than  the  Canaanites  ; 
for  the  Greeks  underftood  the  Word 
India  in  fo  wide  and  extended  a  Senfe, 
that  whatever  Country  lay  on  the  far¬ 
ther  Side  of  the  Mediterranean  Eajl- 
woardy  was  called  by  them  India  ’  and 
this  Ovid  plainly  confeiles,  when  he 
fays,  Perfeus  brought  Hndromeda  from 
the  lwarthy  Indians  §  •  whereas,  it  is 
certain,  fhe  did  not  come  from  India , 
properly  lo  called,  but  from  Joppa ,  a 
City  of  Palefline ,  or  Phenicia ;  and 
,,  Pliny  informs  us,  that  the 

q.  Cap.  5,  Bones  t  01  the  Monlter  to 

which  Hndromeda  had 


been  expofed,  were  brought  to  Rome 

from 

gentem  (qualis  ifta  Cananaeorum)  Decs  ncgantem,  & 
ideo  exiftimatam  Deos  pellere  de  c^lefti  i'ede  voluiflfe. 
Lib.  1 .  Cap,  20. 

*  Vid.  Lilium  Gyraldum  in  Hercule, 

§  Perfeus  Andromedarn  nigris  portavic  ab  Indis, 
J)e  Arte  Aman. 

T  They  have  been  thought,  by  fome,  the  Bones 
of  the  Whale  that  fwallowed  the  Prophet  Jonah . 
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from  Joppa ,  a  City  of  Judea ,  when 
M.  Scaurus  was  Edile. 

1 

That  India  fhould  be  brought  fo 
near  to  Europe ,  is  not  to  be  attributed 
fo  much  to  the  Fault,  as  Flattery,  of 
the  Geographers  of  thofe  Times  ;  for, 
as  it  was  certainly  more  glorious  for 
Alexander  to  have  conquered  Afia,  as 
far  as  the  Mountains  of  India,  than 
only  to  have  penetrated  to  the  Euxine 
Sea,  or  the  Mountain  Caucajus ;  fo 
fome,  as  Strabo  fays,  more  defirous  of 
pleafing  that  Monarch,  than  of  adhe¬ 
ring  to  Truth,  placed  that  Mountain  in 
India,  when  it  is  diftant  from  it  Thirty 
thoufand  Stadia  •  and  with  the  fame 
Eafe  was  Joppa,  Mount  Nyfa  in  Ara¬ 
bia  (from  whence  Bacchus  was  called 
Dionyjius )  and  the  whole  Land  of  Pa~ 
left  ine  termed  India. 

That  there  may  be  nothing  left 
which  may  evince  and  make  it  clear, 
that  Hercules  and  Jojua  are  the  lame 
Perfon,  we  muft  obferve  the  Gauls  an- 

C  4  tiently 
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tiently  called  Hercules,  Ogmius  *. 
Whence  can  we  derive  this  Name,  un- 
lefs  from  Og  King  of  Bajchan. 


Mr.  Poland,  in  a  Let- 

lfihe£?Zi  ter  to  the  Lord  Molefworth , 

feoffs  mightily  at  the  cele¬ 
brated  Bochart,  for  thus  endeavouring, 
as  he  calls  it,  againft  the  Grain  of 
Nature,  to  reduce  every  thing  to  Phc- 


nician  *  as  if,  becaufe  thefe  People 
traded  antiently  to  Gaul  and  the  Bri- 
tijh  I  (lands,  they  muft  alfo  have  im¬ 
ported  their  Language.  This  has  not 
hindered,  continue  _  1: ,  a  learned  Eng- 
lijh  Phyfician,  Dr.  Edmund  Dickinfon , 
from  hunting  (bill  in  the  Eajl  for  a  De¬ 
rivation  of  it,  conjecturing  Hercules  to 
be  Jofua ,  who  was  furnamed  Ogmius  • 


*  T ov  'Hfct xteei  oi  Ke/JofQyfx/ov  ovoyil^ffi  qwh  ry  iV. 

Lucian  in  Hercul.  Bochart  derives  Ogmon  from  the 
Hebrew  Agemion ,  fignifying  a  Stranger.  Superelt  rie 
Hercule  dicamus  quem  GaJii  vocabant  Ogmion. 
Ogmion  id  eft  Agemion,  barbaros  &  perigrinos  Ara- 
bes  ita  nom inant.  Nempe  ex  Phaenice  Hercules  vel 
ex  Africa  aut  Gadibus  ad  Galios  fe  contulerat,  poft 
multos  Labores  marl  &  terra  exantlatos.  Canaan 
Lib .  i  *  Cap .  42. 
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for,  having  conquered  Og  King  of  Ba¬ 
lkan.  I  could  make  your  Lordlhip  yet 
merrier,  or  rather  angrier,  at  thele 
forced  and  far-fetched  Etymologies, 
together  with  others  hammered  as 
wretchedly  out  of  Greek  ’  nay,  even 
out  of  S<voedifh  and  German.  But  the 
Word  Ogmius ,  as  Lucian  was  truly  in¬ 
formed,  is  pure  Celtick ,  and  fignifies 
(to  ule  Tacitus's  Phrale  about  the  Ger¬ 
mans)  the  Secret  of  Letters  y  particularly 

the  Letters  themfeives,  and  confe- 

*  \ 

quently  the  Learning  that  depends  on 
them,  from  whence  the  Force  of  Elo¬ 
quence  proceeds  •  fc>  that  Hercules  Og¬ 
mius  is  the  learned  Hercules ,  or  Her¬ 
cules  the  Protestor  of  Learning.  We 
have  then  the  Defcription  of  this  Her¬ 
cules  from  Lucian  5  a  little  old  Man, 
whom,  in  the  Language  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  they  called  Ogmius ,  drawing  after 
him  an  infinite  Number  of  Perfons, 
who  feemed  moft  willingly  to  follow, 
tho’  draged  by  extreme  fine,  and  al- 
moft  imperceptible  Chains,  which  were 
fattened,  at  the  one  End,  to  their  Ears, 

the 
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other  End  tied  to  the  Tip  of  his 
Tongue.  By  this  is  defcribed  the 
Force  of  Eloquence. 

Toland  intended  to  write  an  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Druids  ;  but  proceeded  no 
farther  in  it,  than  what  we  find  in 
three  Letters  to  the  Lord  Molefjoorth , 
which  were  publifhed  long  after  Dr. 
Dickinfons  Death  ;  however,  we  fhall 
find  what  is  fufficient  in  the  Dodlor’s 
Writings,  to  anfwer  this  Critick,  who 
is  as  fond  of  reducing  every  thing  to 
the  Irijls ,  as  he  lays  Bochart  and  Dick- 
infon  are  to  the  Phenician.  The  Doc¬ 
tor  argues,  that  Lucian  tells  us,  Her¬ 
cules  was  called  Ogmius ,  in  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Country  ;  but  he  is  ex- 
culable  for  his  Ignorance,  becaule  he 
was  not  willing  to  feek  a  foreign  Root 
from  whence  to  derive  it ;  he  adjudges 
it  Celtic ,  when,  beyond  all  Doubt  [ft 
quid  mea  fapiat  conjeclura J  it  is,  in  its 
Origin,  Phenician ,  in  its  Formation 
Greek ,  and  only  Celtic ,  as  it  was  in  ufe 
amongft  that  People.  For  the  antient 
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Gauls ,  both  in  publick  and  private 
Affairs,  ufed  not  only  the  Greek  .Let¬ 
ters,  but  fometimes  entire 
Words,  as  vve  may  fee  in  Ce-  w ’ 

fars  Commentaries  *. 

We 


*  In  the  Philofophical  Tranjattions ,  by  Jones,  Vol.  5. 
Part.  2,  p.47.  there  is  an  Account  given  by  Dr  .Toddy 
of  an  Altar  {landing  in  the  Church-yard  of  Corbridge,  in 
Northumberland,  dedicated  to  the  Tyrian  Hercules ,  in 
old  Capital  Greek  Characters. 

H  P  A  K  A  E  I 
T  T  P  I  O. 

A  E  O  A  n  P  A 
APXIEPEa- 

Her  cull  Tyrio  divina  dona  Ar  chi- facer  dot  alia.  Dr  .Todd 
is  of  Opinion,  that  this  Altar  was  erected  by  fonie  of 
the  AJiatick ,  Phenician  Auxiliaries,  in  Garrifon  here 
under  Urbicus  Lollius ,  in  the  T ime  of  M.Aur.  Antoninus , 
Anno.  Dom.  140. 

As  this  is  only  Conjecture,  fo  may  we  as  well  fancy 
it  of  greater  Antiquity  j  for,  thos  the  Voyages  of  the 
Antients  were  little  more  than  creeping  by  the  Shore 
from  one  City  to  another,  or  to  fome  IHands  adjoin¬ 
ing,  tho’  they  might  know  nothing  of  the  great  or 
Atlantick  Ocean ,  yet  abfolutely  to  confine  them  within 
Hercules's  Pillars ,  now  the  Streights ,  and  to  make 
their  whole  Navigation  within  the  Adriatick ,  Archipe- 
~lago  and  Mediterranean  Seas,  is  by  no  means  to  be  al¬ 
lowed,  efpecially  when  the  Phenicians  are  mentioned  ; 
who  are  believed  to  have  fent  Colonies  thro*  the 
Streights ,  not  long  after  the  Trojan  War,  as  Bochart 
tells  us,  Nec  mullum  fcft  bellum  Trojanum  Pheenices , 
Jlrabone  tefte  ,  extra  columnas  progreffi  colonias  eo  dedu~ 
cere .  Can.  Lib,  1.  cap,,  24,  And  Pliny,  in  his  Na¬ 
tural 
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W  E  may,  at  lead,  commend  the 
Dolor’s  Modefty  for  his  Ji  quid  me  a 
Japiat  conjecdura,  which  poffibly  may 
not  be  allowed  his  Antagonift,  where 

he 

tural  Hiftory ,  Lib.  7.  cap.  56.  fays.  Plumbum  ex 
Cajftteride  Infula  primus  apportavis  Midacritus .  Both 
Cumberland  and  Bochart  affirm  this  Midacritus  to  be 
the  famous  Melicartus ,  or  Melcartus ,  the  old  Pheni- 
cian  Hercules ,  who  is  noted  for  his  Voyage  thro9  the 
Sir  eights,  and  for  finding  out  the  Purple  dye  (fee  Pan - 
drollus )  He  lived  in  the  Time  of  Phoenix. ,  who,  in 
Sanchcniatho,  we  are  allured  to  be  Canaan .  This, 
indeed,  was  long  before  the  Greeks  or  Romans  knew 
any  tiling  of  the  Britifh  Ifles,  and  favours  much  their 
Opinion,  who  derive  the  Word  Britannia  from  the, 
Phenician  Bar  at  anac ,  Stanni  &  Plurnbi  % 

but  to  pafs  by  the  fabulous  Account  of  the  Grecians , 
who  came  into  this  Hand  with  Brutus  the  Trojan,  and 
v  chofe  a  Place  for  Study,  which  was  called  Grekelade , 
not  far  from  that  Spot  which  afterwards,  by  th tSaxons, 
was  named  Gxenford  *,  and  to  omit  fearching  after  the 
College  of  'Athenian  Philofophers,  which  that  Ma¬ 
gician  and  learned  King,  Bladud ,  founded  in  this 
Kingdom,  which  Leland  manifeftly  alludes  to,  where 
he  fays,  Legi  apud  quofdam  mirce  vetuftatis  Britannica- 
rum  rerum  Scrip  tores,  tempore  Britonum  tam  Grcecas 
quarn  Latin  as  fcholas  ad  vadum  Ifidis  floruijje.  Yet  we 
may  certainly  affirm,  the  Greek  Language  was  known 
very  early  in  Britain  ;  Pliny  fupports  this,  where  he 
fays,  Britannia  Inf ul  a  clara  Greeds  no  ft  rtf q\  monuments . 
Nat.  His.  Lib.  4.  cap.  16.  And  we  are  allured  from 
Cefar,  that  the  Druids ,  the'antient  Britifh  Philofo¬ 
phers, 
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he  fays  •  *  Now  the  Cri  ticks  of  all  Na¬ 
tions  have  made  a  heavy  Pother  about 
this  fame  fVord  Ogmius,  and  labor  ioujly 
fought  for  the  Meaning  of  it  every  where, 
but  jujl  where  it  was  to  be  found  ;  that 
is,  the  true  Meaning  of  it  had  been  loft 
for  fo  many  Ages  to  all  the  learned 
World,  till  he  had  the  Happinefs  to 
find  it  amongft  the  Jfild  Irifh.  By  inch 
dogmatical  Aflertions,  Poland  verifies 
that  Part  of  his  Character  given  at  the 
End  of  his  Life  $  ;  that  he  afFedted 
Singularity  in  all  Things  (an  ealy  way 
of  being  diftinguifhed)  he  would  rejedf 
an  Opinion,  merely  becaufe  an  eminent 
Writer  embraced  it  •  he  had  a  Smat¬ 
tering  in  many  Languages,  was  a  Cri- 

tick 

pliers,  ufed  the  Language  of  the  Grecians,  or  at  leaft 
their  Characters  ;  fo  that  it  is  very  probable  this  Altar 
is  of  a  much  older  Date  than  Dr.  Todd  makes  it  ;  and 
that  Melcartus ,  who  was  known  and  worshipped  by 
the  Name  of  the  Tyrian  Hercules ,  by  the  Druids  in 
Britain ,  from  the  conftant  Trade  of  the  Phenicians  to 
this  Illand  for  Tin  and  Lead  ;  might  be  only  known 
in  Gaul  by  palling  thro*  it,  or  cafually  touching  upon 
its  Coafts,  by  the  Name  of  Hercules  Ogmius ,  or  Age* 
niius ,  Hercules  the  Stranger, 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Druids,  p.  34. 

§  See  his  Life  prefixed  to  his  Works,  p.  90. 
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tick  in  none.  This  is  a  heavy  Charge 
upon  one,  who,  in  his  Epitaph  compofed 
by  himfelf,  would  make  us  believe  he 
was  omnium  Liter  arum  excultor ,  ac  lin- 
guarum  plus  decern  fciens.  But  let  us 
fee  what  Similitude  we  can  find  be¬ 
tween  Jofua  and  Lucians  little  old 
Man,  drawing  after  him  an  infinite 
Number  of  Men  by  the  Chains  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  his  Mouth.  There  have 
been  few  great  Captains  who  have  not 
been  good  Orators  $  Jofua  was  certainly 
efteemed  by  the  Antients  as  a  Perfon 
of  great  Eloquence,  as  well  as  a  Man  of 
Valour  and  Conduct  ;  had  Lucian,  or 
his  Follower  Toland ,  confulted  the 
Book  of  Jofua,  they  would  not  have 
hefitated  at  the  Meaning  of  the  Figure 
the  former  delired  the  Celtic  Prielt  to 
explain  to  him  ;  there  they  would 
have  found  the  Hofts  of  Ifrael  joyfully 
following  their  Leader  wherefoever  he 
ordered,  which  is  plain  from  that 
ftrong  Profeflion  they  made  to  him,  a 
Parallel  to  which  can  fcarce  be  found 

in  Hiftory  :  And-  they  an¬ 
swered 


Jof.  L  i6» 


i 


Edmund  Dickinson,  M.D.  31 

(wered  jofua,  faying,  sill  that  thou 
commandejl  we  will  do ,  and  whither - 
joever  thou  fendefl  us  we  will  go  ; 
whofoever  he  be  that  doth  rebel  againjl 
thy  Commandment ,  and  will  not  hearken 
unto  thy  hfords,  in  all  that  thou  com¬ 
manded  him ,  he  Jhall  be  put  to  Death. 
Here  then  is  the  true  Explanation  ol 
this  Image  of  Hercules  •  vve  fee  here 
the  Jfaaelites  confeffing  the  moving 
and  powerful  Influence  of  his  Elo¬ 
quence  ;  he  fo  affedted  them  by  the 
Charms  of  his  Speech,  that  they  re- 
folved  to  kill  that  Perfon  who  fhould 
refufe  to  obey  the  Words  of  his 
Mouth. 

Thus,  then,  may  we  aver,  that 
Mofes  and  Jofaa  were  the  Bacchus  * 
and  Hercules  of  the  Antients,  and  that 
Hrabia  and  Canaan  were,  by  them, 
called  India. 

The 

*  There  are  manylearnel  Men  of  this  Opinion, 
as  VcJJius ,  Bochart ,  &c.  I  (hall  only  mention  from 
the  latter.  Et  vero  non  Mofis  folius  fed  &  aliorum 
Hiftoriae  latent  in  Bacchi  Mythologicis.  Ex  mirabile 

enim 
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The  Proofs  the  Doctor  brings  for 
the  ^Egyptian  Hercules  being  joJuaf 
and  that  he  was  called  Ogmius  by  the 
Gauls ,  are,  at  leaft,  very  plaulible, 
and  as  fatisfa&ory  as  Things  of  this 
Nature  can  well  be  ;  for  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  to  be  efteemed  a  good  Ex¬ 
plainer  of  the  antient  Mythology,  you 
muft  generally  diffent  from  every  one 
that  has  gone  before  you,  ftart  fome 
new  and  feemingly  inconfiftent  Noti¬ 
ons  •  then,  if  you  are  fo  fortunate  as 
to  clear  them  up,  and  make  them 
probable,  you  gain  your  Point,  and 
may  be  quoted  with  Authority.  In  this 
Light,  there  is  no-bodv  to  whom  the 
Italian  Proverb  may  be  more  juftly 
applied,  than  the  Dodtor.  Se  nan  e  vero 
e  ben  trovato.  Indeed  I  mutt  not  here 
omit  what  Teems  to  thake  the  Dobbor’S 
Opinion,  told  us  by  Bifhop  Cumber - 

land, 

enim  illo  concentu  vel  cascis  apparebit  prifcos  fabula- 
rum  Architedros  e  Scriptoribus  Sacris  multa  effe  mu- 
tuatos.  Phaenicas  potifTimum  qui  primi  Bacchum  cx 
Oriente  dedu&um  in  Graecdrum  Scenam  produxerunc. 

Canaan  Lib .  i.  cap,  18. 
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land *  who  makes  the  ^Egyptian  Her « 
cules  of  much  older  Date  than  the 
Time  of  Jofua ,  even  before  the  Pa¬ 
triarchs,  and  proves  him  to  have  been 
one  of  thole  famous  Phenician  Pajl  ors, 
who  took  Memphis ,  the  Capital  City 
of  Egypt ’  had  a  Dynafty  of  fix  Kings* 
the  fifth  of  whom  was  Hercules  (or 
Arcles  from  Ter  col ,  Swift  and  Sinewy) 
and  who  were  at  laft  drove  out  of 
Egypt  by  Tethmojis . 

In  Diodorus  Siculus  (Lib.  1.  par.  2.) 
we  are  informed,  that  the  Egyptians 
fay,  that  OJiris  and  IJis  his  Wife  and 
Sifter,  fprung  from  Saturn  and  Rhea  • 
that  they  invented  the  planting  of 
Vines,  and  lowing  Corn,  and  were 
called  Bacchus  and  Cerus.  That  this 
OJiris,  or  Bacchus,  raifed  an  Army,  went 
into  Arabia  and  India,  and  then  back 
into  Greece ,  Germany,  Gaul,  Britain, 
&c.  to  teach  thele  uleful  Things  • 
that  Apollo ,  his  Brother,  and  the 
Mufes,  went  with  him.  Hermes,  or 

D  Mercury, 

Phenic.  Hiftp.  p,  160, 
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Mercury ,  was  their  Secretary  ;  and 
that,  at  his  Return,  he  was  killed  by 
Typho  his  Brother,  and  deified  by 
Ifs  ;  that  Hercules  Lyh'tcus  was  his 
Son,  the  Greeks  faliely  afcribing  thefe 
Things  to  themfelves,  and  corrupting 
the  truth  by  Fables  which  they  make 
of  their  Bacchus ,  Apollo,  Hercules , 

In  thefe  uncertain,  not  to  fay  fabulous, 
Accounts  of  fome,  with  the  Gueffes 
and  weak  Conjectures  of  others,  to 
what  Party  can  we  incline,  elpecially 
when  we  find  Tally  mentions  fix  Per- 
fons  of  the  Name  Hercules,  and  Varro 
many  more  •  ’tis  raoft  probable,  that 
the  afcribing  all  the  Actions  of  thefe 
feveral  Men  to  one  Perfon,  breeds 
the  great  Confufion  in  thefe  fabulous 
Hiftories. 


It  cannot  be  more  juftly  afierted 
of  any  of  the  Heathen  Gods,  than  of 
Apollo,  that  whatever,  as  Games, 
Hymns,  and  fuch  like,  was  paid  to 
them  as  facred,  have  their  Foundation 
in  Scripture,  from  that  Book  of  the  Lavs 


o 


Edmund  Dickinson,  M.D.  35 

< which  the  Maccabees  laid  • 
open ,  wherein  the  Heathen  ^ac"gb' ’’ 
had  fought  to  paint  the  Like - 
nejs  of  their  Images.  But  of  all  the 
Hymns  facred  to  the  Gods,  the  Paean, 
or  Hymn  to  Apollo ,  was  the  mod:  re¬ 
markable  *.  They  who  fang  this 
Hymn,  repeated  firft  the  Words  Eleleu 
Jou ,  Lou ,  as  Plutarch  tells  us  in  the 
Life  of  Thefeus  •  and  certainly  this  is 
nothing  but  the  Halleluh-jah  of  the 
Hebrews  •  but  then  how  came  the 
Greeks  to  make  uie  of  them  ?  which 
may  thus  be  accounted  for  :  It  muft 
be  paft  all  doubt  that  the  Hebrews , 
upon  their  deftroying  Og,  and  expell¬ 
ing  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Land  of 
Canaan ,  celebrated  in  Songs  and 
Hy  mns  the  Fame  of  their  Leader  Jo- , 
fua,  under  whole  Conduff  they  had 
performed  iuch  glorious  Afiions  •  and 
it  is  certain,  to  all  thofe  Songs  and 
Hymns  they  would  conftantly  add  that 

D  2  facred 

.  *  Quippe  ut  Baccho  ;  Dianas  ''Tmyf®-  ; 

SI«A.©-  Cereri  ;  ica  Ueuav  Apollini  proprius  fuic.  Ec 
primitus  in  ejus  laudem  folummodo  concinnab'atur.  ■ 
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lacred  Exclamation  Halleluh-jah.  The 
Phenicians  who  came  into  Greece  with 
Cadmus ,  daily  recounting  the  fignal 
Vidtories  of  Jofua,  and  repeating  the 
Songs  of  Triumph  made  on  thofe  Oc- 
cafions  5  the  Greeks  began  at  firft  to 
admire  the  Hero,  then  to  repeat  thole 
Songs  made  in  his  Praife,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  adore  him  * * * §,  and  altho’  thele 
Songs  and  Hymns  were  corrupted,  or 
finally  loft,  by  length  of  Time,  and 
the  Ignorance  and  fabulous  Accounts 
of  their  Hiftorians,  yet  the  Halleluh- 
jah  efteemed  by  them  to  have  a  reli¬ 
gious  Meaning,  §  and  having  been, 
as  we  lay,  the  confant  Burthen  of  thofe 

antlent 


*  Milton  makes  our  Saviour  fay  to  Satan  ; 

• - - - - All  our  Law  and  Story  ftrewed 

With  Hymns,  our  Plalms  with  artful  Terms  infcribed^ 
Our  Hebrew  Songs  and  Harps  in  Babylon , 

That  pleas’d  fo  well  our  Victor’s  ear,  declare, 

That  rather  Greece  from  us  thefe  Arts  derived  •, 

Ill  imitated,  while  they  Joudeft  fing 
The  Vices  of  their  Deities,  and  their  own. 

In  Fable,  Hymn,  or  Song,  fo  perfonating 
Their  Gods  ridiculous,  and  themfelves  paft  fhames. 

Par.  reg.  B .  4.  line  334, 

§  nl  Halleluh-jah  tanquam  divinum  quoddam  Epi- 
phonema  religiole  fufpiciebant. 
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an  tie  fit  Songs ,  was  {till  as  much  as 
their  Language  would  permit  pre- 
ferved  and  inferted  in  their  Hymns  to 
Apollo. 


The  Word  Jab  is  ren-  Extol  him  by 

dered  in  Greek  l fa  and  Jeho-  jah,  pfal 
1 tab  &  *>  they  could  not  Ixviii.  4. 
write  or  pronounce  thele 


C 


or  pronounce 

Words  other  ways  5  for,  as  they  hav 
no  v  Confonant,  fo  do  they  not  admit 
Afpirations  in  the  Middle  or  End  of  a 
Word ;  Jehovah  is  thus  eaiily  con¬ 
tracted  into  ib,  and  Jab  into  fa  ;  Hal- 
leluh-jah  buffers  then  very  little,  when 
wrote  mAcAsu  fa  •  and  the  true  Reafon 
why  fome  of  the  Antients  call  Jehovah 
the  Word  not  to  be  uttered,  is  not 

becaufe  it  was  forbid  them  as  unlaw¬ 

ful,  or  that  the  Jews,  like  the  Romans , 
kept  fecret  the  Name  of  their  tutelar 
Deity  § ;  but  becaufe  the  common 

D  3  Greek 

*  Bifhop  Cumberland ,  in  his  Sancuniatho ,  writes 
it  5lst,V  According  to  Bifhop  Hare ,  Jehovah  fhould 
be  wrote  Jahvch.  Prolegom.  in  Pfalmos ,  p.  15. 

§  This  they  did  that  their  Enemies  might  not,  by 
evocator y  Sacrifices ,  perfuade  theft*  Gods  to  leave  the 

Party 
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Greek  Language  would  not  permit 
them,  for  the  Reafons  aforefaid,  to 
pronounce  it. 


In  Procefs  of  Time,  the  true  Mean¬ 
ing  of  thefe  Words  to  itehtS  being  loft, 
they  were  ufed  as  Words  of  Encou¬ 
ragement  in  Battle,  afterwards  in  Cafes 

O  7 

of  Lamentation  *  :  When,  therefore, 
they  fang  Hymns  of  joy  to  Apollo ,  they 
could  by  no  means  ufe  the  Word  Eleleu , 
but  only  preferred  the  h,  the  latter 
Part  of  the  Halleluh-jah  •  lo  at  laft  it 
came  to  be  only  Ie  Paan.  It  appears 
then  very  probable,  that  the  IAsA tv  I'm, 
or  i'z,  was  the  very  Halleluh-jah  of  the 
Hebrews,  and  that  the  Peanick  Hymn 

was 

Party  they  had  hitherto  protedled  *,  for  the  fame 
Reafon,  they  kept  fecret  the  true  Names  of  their 
Cities,  that  they  might  not  be  ufed  in,'  or  their 
Gods  enticed  away,  by  any  religious  Ceremony  : 
the  fecret  Name  of  Rome  was  Valentia.  Sapid's  Pray¬ 
er,  at  the  Siege  of  Carthage,  begins,  Si  dens,  fi  dea 
eft  cui  populus  civitafque  Carthaginienfis  eft  tutela ,  teque 
maxime  ille  qui  urbis  hujus  populique  tutelam  recepifti , 
precor  verier  or  que  veniamque  a  vobis  peto ,  ut  vos  populum 
civitatem  Carthaginienjem  defteralis,  loca,  Templa,  Jacra 
Urbemque  eorum  relinquatis,  abfque  his  abeatis,  &c\ 

*  ivr'ipdefiua  <i7ohi^tK9V> 
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was  at  firft  nothing  elle  but  the  Praife  of 
Jojua,  compofed  by  the  Je<ws  in  Me¬ 
mory  of  his  many  iignal  Vidlories  over 
Op*  and  the  Canaanites. 

What  follows  next  as  curious,  is 
an  Account  of  the  Origine  oi  Oracles, 
in  Greece  *  5  when  we  confult  the 
Greeks  even  upon  this  Head,  they  are 
either  almoft  lilent,  or  elie  entirely 
wrapt  in  Fable  :  Now,  as  every  Story 
or  Fable  lhould  conftantly  be  attended 
with  the  Marvellous,  fo  we  are  lefs  to 
wonder  when  the  Egyptians  §  tell  us, 
that  two  Priefts  being  ftollen  and  fold 
by  the  Phentcians ,  were  the  Founders 
of  two  Oracles,  one  of  Hatmnon  in 
Lybla ,  the  other  of  Dodona  in  Epirus  5 

or 

*  So  Jove  ufurping  reigned  :  thefe  firft  in  Crete 
And  Ida  known,  thence  on  the  fnowy  Top 
Of  cold  Olympus ,  rul’d  the  middle  Air, 

Their  higheft  Heav’n  ;  or,  on  the  Delphian  Cliff, 
Or  in  Dodona ,  and  thro’  all  the  Bounds 
Of  Doric  Land  ;  or,  who  with  Saturn ,  old. 

Fled  over  Adria  to  the  Hefperian  Fields, 

And  o’er  the  Celtick  roam’d  the  utmoft  I  lies. 

Farad ,  Lojl .  B.  i.  /.  514. 


§  Herodotus  in  Euterp. 
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or  when  we  hear  the  Todonaan  Priefts 
afierting,  that  two  Doves  took  their 
Flight  from  Egypt,  one  fettled  in  Ly- 
bia ,  the  other  in  Epirus  ;  where,  fif¬ 
ing  on  a  Beach  Tree,  it  fpoke  with  an 
human  Voice,  and  commanded  an  Ora¬ 
cle  (Mayfflfs*')  to  be  founded,  and  that 
Jupiter  would  there  give  Anfwers  to 
thofe  that  fhould  confult.  Others  fay, 
that  one  of  thefe  Doves  fled  to  Delphos. 


The  Dottor,  in  an  ingenious  Man* 
ner,  divefts  thefe  Accounts  of  the  Fa¬ 
ble  in  which  they  are  covered,  and 
tells  us,  that  Noah,  upon  the  Increale 
of  Mankind,  and  when  the  Land  of 
Pakjline  could  not  contain  fo  great  a 
Multitude,  caufed  them  to  leparate, 
and  feek  out  for  new  Habitations ; 
Shem  remained  in  Syria ,  Cham  retired 
into  Egypt,  Noah,  with  his  Son  Japhet , 
went  into  that  Country  which  now 
goes  by  the  Name  of  Italy  •  there  he 
was  afterwards  called  Jams,  Vadimon, 

Gallus,  Tertumnus ,  Xy- 
futhrus,  JEnotrius,  Ogy- 

aes. 


Vide  Append. 
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yes,  Deucalion ,  Caelum,  Sol ,  and  Saturn  • 
(I  fhall  take  notice  of  Mr.  Webb's  Ob¬ 
jections  to  Noah's  having  ever  been  in 
Italy ,  when  I  come  to  the  appendix J 
here  he  founded  the  City  Cethim  (now 
called  Volterra)  which  being  the  Me¬ 
tropolis  of  Hetrurla,  gave  a  Name  to 
all  Italy ,  which  was  called  the  Land  of 
Cethim ,  and  the  Italians  Cethemites 
Some  Years  after  this,  Noah  religned 
his  Power  to  Japhet ,  giving  himlelf 
up  intirely  to  the  AfFairs  of  Religion 
and  Agriculture.  Japhet  tent  his  Sons 
into  different  Parts  to  plant  Colonies ; 
one  of  them,  named  Javan ,  or  Jon , 
ivent  into  that  Quarter  of  Greece  called 
yittlca ,  there  he  fixed,  and  inftruCted 
his  Followers  in  Religion  -p.  Nttlca 
was  antiently  called  Jonia ,  from  this 
Javan,  or  Jon.  Cethim ,  one  of  the 

Sons  of  Javan,  tailed  into  that  Hland, 
which  went  at  firft  by  his  Name,  but 

was 

*  In  Numbers  xxiv.  24.  it  is  faid,  And  Ships  /ball 
come  from  the  Coajl  of  Chittim.  This  is  underltood 
by  St.  Jerome,  and  other  Interpreters,  to  mean  Italy 
and  Eujebius  has  it,  Ki'iye/  ilj  «  Aat ivot  ©#  'Papaoi. 

f  *I$»yo  srciLcuos’AQtiiratvs  KzQeaftacrf  lvx<*dL  PJut.adv.ColqL 
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was  afterwards  called  Cyprus.  Doda - 
nini>  another  of  his  Sons,  went  into 
Ep  irus ,  built  a  City,  which,  as  well 
as  all  Ep  irus ,  obtained  from  him  the 
Name  Dodona  :  In  this  City  he  railed 
a  Temple,  where  he  inftru&ed  the 
People  in  the  Worfhip  of  the  true 
God,  and  taught  them  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Creation,  of  the  Deluge,  and  the 
Precepts  of  Noah  *.  In  this  Manner 
they  adored  the  true  God  by  the  Name 
Jehovah ;  but  afterwards,  when  they 
had  not  only  perverted  the  Religion 
delivered  to  them  by  their  Fathers, 
but  altered  and  corrupted  their  com¬ 
mon  Language,  the  Word  Jehovah 
funk  into  that  of  &k,  better  preferved 
in  the  Latin  Jovis,  which  was  the  an- 
tient  Nominitive  Cafe,  and  not  Jupi¬ 
ter  §. 

Hence 

*  This  is  to  be  queftioned,  becaufe  many  doubt  of 
the  Antiquity  of  the  Precepts  of  Noah ,  as  there  is 
no  Mention  made  of  them  in  Scripture,  nor  in  Jofe- 
pbus ,  nor  in  Philo ,  and  that  neither  Jerome  nor  Origin , 
nor  any  of  the  antient  Fathers,  appear  to  have  known 
any  thing  of  them.  See  Univerjal  Hiftory ,  p.  1 1 5. 

§  Jovis  apud  Ennium,  Varronem  &  alios  in  recto 
cafu  ufurpature 
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Hence  we  may  eafily  believe,  that 
in  the  very  Place  where  Dodanim  at 
firft  built  a  Temple  to  the  true  God, 
afterwards  was  raifed  the  Oracle  of 
Jupiter  Dodona’us,  which  Tradition  al¬ 
lows  to  be  one  of  the  moft  antient. 
Next  to  the  Dodonatan ,  is  the  Delphick 
Oracle,  which  certainly  owes  its  Origin 
to  fome  Prieft  of  Dodona  5  what  elle 
can  be  meant  by  that  prophetick  Dove, 
which  flew  from  Dodona  to  Delphos  ? 
Without  we  muft  credit  thole  who  tell 
us,  that  the  firft  Dodonrean  Prophetefs 
was  called  which  fignifies  a 

Dove,  or  elfe  from  the  double  Mean¬ 
ing  of  the  Word  us  a  (in  the  The  Ju¬ 
lian  DialeB ,  both  a  Prophetels  and  a 
Dove*).  However  it  be,  this  being  a 
punning,  fubtle  Egyptian  Woman, 

came 

*  The  Edicts,  or  Dove  of  Dodona,  was  elder  than 
Phatmonoe  at  Delphos.  The  black  Face  of  the  firft 
Prieftefs,  and  her  chattering  in  a  Language  not  un» 
derftood  by  the  Greeks ,  and  the  Likenefs  of  the 
Dodoneean  Oracle  to  the  fheban  in  Egypt  ;  all  which 
are  exprefly  noted  by  Herodotus ,  agree  exactly  to  con¬ 
firm  this  Hiftory,  Camb.  Sancun.  p.  377. 
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came  to  Delphos ,  railed  an  Oracle, 
with  the  Hopes  and  Intent  of  not  only 
impofing  upon  Greece,  but  the  whole 
World,  and  it  had  its  de fired  Effe£f, 
for  there  was  Jfcarce  a  Corner  of  the 
Earth,  from  whence  they  did  not  come 
to  confult  this  Oracle. 

And  to  fhew,  that,  in  the  main,  it 
was  a  Cheat,  and  Anfwers  often  given 
without  the  Ailiftance  of  any  Daemon 
(the  many  equivocal  and  fallacious 
Verles,  appearing  generally  to  be  the 
Words  of  Madnefs  more  than  Prophe¬ 
cy)  he  brings  fome  modern  Inftances  of 
Impolitions  by  certain  Perlons,  who 
fpake  from,  or  with,  the  Belly,  and 
could  call  People  by  Name,  and  give 

Anfwers,  without  being 
leen  to  lpeak  or  move  the 
Lips,  the  Voice  feeming  to  come  from 
lorrie  other  (Quarter ;  fo  that  this 
gisvoiAavl&z,  was  not  only  peculiar  to  the 
Prophetefs but  to  feveral  Enthu- 


*  Pythia  nempe  tacens  loquuta  eft  &  immotis 
Lib  i  is. 
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ftafis  and  Fanaticks  (amongft  whom  he 
introduces  the  Quakers  * )  Perfons  who 
had  never  fat  upon  the  Holmus ,  placed 
over  the  hiatus  Divinationum  uhi  Tri- 
podem  conjcendens  Pythia  e  JubjeSlo  an- 
tro  per  pudenda  excipiebat  Famonetn. 
And  altho’  many  Tricks  and  Impofi- 
tions  might  have  been  carried  on  this 
Way,  yet  the  Do&or  is  really  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  Spirit  which  often  agi¬ 
tated  the  Prophetefs,  was  infernal, 
and  therefore  juftly  deferved  the  Name 
given  it  by  the  Antients  of  Pluto's 
Servant. 

A  s  it  has  been  a  Point  much  can- 
vafled  by  the  Learned,  whether  the 
Devil  $  had  any  thing  or  not  to  do 

with 

*  O  quam  inique  agitis,  qui  fedlam,  quam  Qua¬ 
kers  vocant,  tanquam  novam  damnatis  cum  tamen 
eorum  tv%<rtet^bt  aeque  ac  Pythias  Oracula  ter  milk 
annorum  gloriams  fibi  vendicet. 

Lucan  tells  us  under  what  Convulfions  the  Pro¬ 
phetefs  laboured,  as  do  fome  modern  Enthufiafts. 

— — - — quippe  ftimulo  fludluque  furoris 
Compages  humana  labat,  pulfulque  deorum 
Concutiunt  fragiles  am  mas—— —  Lib.  5. 

§  We  find  Milton  abfolutely  making  the  Devil 
the  Author  of  them,  - - All 
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the  Oracles,  as  well  as  the  Occafion  df 
their  being  filenced,  I  {hall,  to  this 
Account  of  the  Dodior’s,  join  the  Opi¬ 
nions  of  ieveral  of  the  moft  noted  Au« 
thors  upon  this  Subjedb  Moft  of  the 
Fathers  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Ora¬ 
cle  was  given  by  the  Affiftance  of  an 
infernal  Spirit ;  and  that  the  dubious 
and  equivocal  Anfwers  returned  by 
him,  gave  him  no  final  1  Pleafure.  Of 
the  fame  Sentiment  is  VoJJtus ,  but  much 
more  juftly  obferves,  that  the  Oblcu- 
rity  of  the  Anfwers  given  by  the  Devil, 
was  a  certain  Sign  of  his  Ignorance  in 

O  O 

tuture  Events  •  when  the  Verle  wras 

laboured, 


— — - — — — — —  A  J 1  Oracles 

By  thee  are  given,  and  what  confefs’d  more  true. 
Among  the  Nations?  that  hath  been  thy  craft. 

By  mixing  fomewhat  true,  to  vent  more  lies. 

But  what  have  been  thy  Anfwers,  what  but  dark. 
Ambiguous,  and  with  double  Senfe  deluding* 
Which  they  who  ask’d,  have  feldom  underitood. 
And  not  well  under  flood,  as  Good  not  known  ? 
Who  ever,  by  confulting  at  thy  Shrine, 

Return’d  the  wifer,  or  the  more  inftrubt. 

To  fly  or  follow  what  concern’d  him  mod, 

And  run  not  fooner  to  his  fatal  fnare  ? 

For  God  hath  juftly  giv’n  the  Nations  up 
To  thy  Delufions— - -  Par .  Reg,  B.  i.  7,430. 
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laboured,  artfully  put  together,  fo  as 
to  admit  of  a  double  Meaning,  it 
plainly  Ihewed  an  Impofition,  a  Collu- 
lion,  that  it  was  out  of  his  Power  to 
give  a  diredt  Anfwer  •  and  therefore  he 
conftantly  endeavoured  to  fave  the  Cre¬ 
dit  of  the  Oracle  by  an  Equivocation. 
Bayle  and  Fontenelle,  on  the  contrary, 
will  have  them  to  be  artful  Contri¬ 
vances  of  the  Priefts  #,  in  which  the 
Devil  had  nothing  to  do,  and,  indeed, 
it  is  an  Opinion  pretty  much  prevailing 
among  the  Learned,  that  they  were 
Cheats  and  Impoftors  •  however,  there 
was  fo  much  to  be  laid  on  both  Sides, 
that  it  occalicned  an  Anfwer  to  be 
given  to  Fontenelle  by  lome  cfefuitsi 
who,  to  prove  the  Reality  of  Oracles 
by  the  Affiftance  of  an  infernal  Spirit, 
are  lo  weak  as  to  endeavour  to  per- 
fuade  us,  that  theDevil  drill  gives  Oracles 
in  the  Indies  *  and  that  not  by  Idols, 
which  would  be  liable  to  Impofture, 

but 

*  See  alfo  Van  Dale’s  Treatife  on  this  Subjedl :  He 
was  anfwered  by  Mcelnus ,  ProfeiTor  of  Theology  at 
Leipfic ,  and  by  Father  Malthus 5  a  Jeiuiu 
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but  by  the  Mouths  of  the  Priefts, 
Fontenelle,  on  the  other  Hand,  fupports 
his  Syftem,  and  Ihews  the  Weaknefs 
of  the  Argument  ufed  by  many  Writers 
in  Behalf  of  Chriftianity,  drawn  from 
the  Cealing  of  Oracles.  ’Twas  Eufe- 
hius  who  firft  attempted  to  perfuade 
the  Chriftians,  that  the  Oracles  were 
lilenced  upon  the  Coming  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour  y  tho’  it  appears  from  the  Laws 
of  TheodoJiuSy  Grattan ,  and  Valentinian, 
that  the  Oracles  were  ftill  confulted  as 
low  as  the  Year  385  ;  that  is,  as 
ChriJUanity  gained  Ground,  and  Pa- 
gamfm  fell  away,  thele  Inftitutions 
could  no  longer  fubllft,  as  Tully  had 
long  before  oblerved,  the  Oracles  be¬ 
came  dumb,  in  Proportion  as  People 
growing  lefs  credulous,  began  to  fmell 
out  the  Deceit. 

Plutarch  alledges  one  Reafon 
amongft  the  reft,  which  hints  to  us  a 
natural  Caufe  for  their  cealing  5  that 
was,  the  forlorn  State  of  Greece ,  depo¬ 
pulated  and  ruined  by  Wars  ;  hence 
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the  Smallnefs  of  the  Gains,  let  the 
Priefts  fink  into  a  Poverty,  and  from 
thence  into  a  Contempt  too  bare  to 
cover  the  Fraud.  The  little  Regard 
paid  to  them  by  Men  of  Senfe,  is  ma¬ 
il  ife  ft  from  a  Fragment  preferved  by 
Eujeblus ,  of  a  Philofopher,  named 
Oenemaus ,  who  having  been  impoled 
upon,  wrote  an  Inventive  againft  them, 
4  When  we  come  to  confult  thee,  lays 
4  he  to  Apollo ,  if  thou  feeft  what  is  in 
4  Futurity,  why  doft  thou  ule  Exprefi. 
4  lions  that  will  not  be  underftood? 
4  Doft  thou  not  know  that  they  won’t 
4  be  underftood  ?  If  thou  doft, 
4  thou  takeft  Pleafure  in  abufing  us  • 
4  if  thou  doft  not,  be  informed  oi  us, 
4  and  learn  to  fpeak  more  clearly.  I 
4  tell  thee,  that  if  thou  intended:  an 
4  Equivoque  *,  the  Greek  Word  where- 
4  by  thou  affirmed,  that  Crajus  ffiould 
4  overthrow  a  great  Empire,  was  ill 

E  4  chofen, 


*  The  Anfwer  of  the  Oracle  was,  That  if  Qr^jiis 
lhould  make  War  upon  the  Perfians ,  he  fhould  de~ 
Jiroy  a  great  Empire  \  this  might  be  applied  as  well 
to  the  Lydian  as  Perfian  Empire. 
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4  chofen,  and  that  it  could  fignify  no- 
4  thing  but  Cr<eju.i$  conquering  Cyrus. 
4  li  Things  muft  necefiarily  come  to 
4  pals,  why  doll"  thou  amufe  us  with 
4  thy  Ambiguities  ?  What  doft  thou, 
4  Wretch  as  thou  art,  at  Delphos  •  em- 
4  ployed  in  muttering  idle  Prophecies!’ 
But  notvvithftanding  this  angry  Gen¬ 
tleman  is  fo  out  of  Humour  with  the 
Prie fiefs  or  Poet,  for  had  he  been  a 
God,  he  would  have  chofen  a  more 
proper  Word  (by  the  Way,  we  may 
obferve,  that  Plutarch  tells  us,  there 
were  Poets  kept  in  Pay,  as  Interpreters 
to  the  Oracle  ;  had  they  chofen  one 
who  had  underftood  his  Trade  better 
in  the  Anfwer  to  Crasjus  ,  we  might 
have  wanted  the  remarkable  Piece  I 
have  juft  tfanlcribed)  I  chofe  to  follow 
the  Opinion  of  Coffins  and  Dickinfon , 
with  the  latter,  that  there  was  con- 
ftantly  attending  the  Oracle  a  n>^Tup@» 
Aarpig  with  the  former  •  that  if  the 
Prediction  did  not  happen  right,  and 
the  Anfwer  was  ambiguous,  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  abfolutely  from  the  Devil’s  Ig¬ 
norance 
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norance  in  Futurity  *  as  to  their  ceaf. 
ing,  the  more  the  Day  fpring  from  on 
high  vilited  the  Sons  of  Men,  the 
more  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel  was  dif. 
perfed  thro’  the  Earth  ;  fo  much  the 
more  was  the  Power  of  the  Prince  of 
Lies  and  Darknefs  curbed  and  reftrain- 
ed,  ’till  he  finally  became  mute 

E  a  The 


*  Chrift)  in  Milton ,  fays  to  Satan , 

But  this  thy  Glory  fhall  be  foon  retrench’d ; 

No  more  (halt  thou  by  oracling  abufe 
The  Gentiles  \  henceforth  Oracles  are  ceas’d. 

And  thou  no  more  with  Pomp  and  Sacrifice 
Shalt  be  enquir’d  at  Delphos ,  or  elfewhere  ; 

At  leaft,  in  vain,  for  they  fhall  find  thee  mute.* 

Par.  Reg.  B.  1.  1.  454, 
Tho’  this  is  the  true  Reafon,  yet  it  may  not  be, 
improper  to  fee  the  Conjectures  of  an  Antient  con¬ 
cerning  this  great  Change. 

- - Quid  fpes  (ait)  improba  veri. 

Te  Romane  trahit?  muto  ParnafTus  hiatu 
Conticuit,  prefTitque  deum  :  feu  fpiritus  iftus 
Deftituit  fauces,  mundique  in  devia  verfum 
Duxic  iter :  feu  barbarica  cum  lampade  Pytho 
Arfit,  in  irnmenfas  cineras  abiere  cavernas, 

Et  Phaebi  tenuere  viam  :  feu  fponte  deorum 
Cirrha  filet,  fatique  fat  eft  arcana  futuri 
Carmine  longaevae  vobis  commifta  fibyllae  : 

Seu  Paean  folitus  templis  arcere  nocentes. 

Ora  quibus  fblvat  noltro  non  invenit  tevo. 

Lucan ,  Lib.  5, 
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The  Learned  have  not  been  more 
puzzled  about  any  one  Thing  relating 
to  Antiquity,  than  the  Infcription  up¬ 
on  the  Temple  at  Delphos  *  and  the 
great  Defire  of  explaining  the  two  Let¬ 
ters  E  I,  has  caufed  them  to  be  taken 
by  different  Perfons,  in  an  Hiftorical, 
Logical,  Mathematical,  Mufical,  and 
Phyfical  Senfe,  when  certainly  they  are 
nothing  but  the  Word  Jah. 

...  God  calls himfelf  Ebejeh, 

Exod  HI.  IT.  *  i  v XT'  y  xt  *  C 

in  '*ree k  & «,u«,  1  am  :  blow  it 
we  will  deduce  it  from  the  Greek 
Word,  we  can  fliew  tome  Realon  for 
it:  The  antient  Greeks,  who  knew  this 
was  the  Name  appropriated  to  God, 
would  certainly  write  it  on  the  Doors 
of  their  Temples  ;  that  they  wrote  on¬ 
ly  the  firft  Syllable,  and  not  the  whole 
Word,  was  cuftomary  with  them  *. 
Next,  it  made,  the  Infcription  more 

myfterious, 


*  Nam  familiare  erat  Grascis  per  Iiterarum  com¬ 
pendia  fcribere,  &  vice  complete  vocis,  unam  Jke- 
ram  duntaxit  vel  fyliabam  ponere. 
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myfterious,  and  confequently  had  a 
greater  EfFedt  upon  the  Vulgar,  who 
ufually  imagine  there  is  fomething 
more  in  what  they  do  not  comprehend, 
than  what  there  really  may  be  ;  there¬ 
fore  it  highly  concerned  their  Religion, 
that  only  the  two  Letters  E 1,  and  not 
the  whole  Word  s'E(/a»,  fhould  be  in¬ 
fer  i  bed.  But  it  feems  more  agreeable 
to  the  Dodlor’s  Defign,  thro’  his  Book, 
that  it  fhould  be  of  Hebrew  Extradiion  * 
we  fhall  bring  it  then  from  the  Word 

p 

Jah,  which,  in  Greek ,  muft  be  wrote 
ia.  *,  there  being  no  Afpiration  allowed 
by  that  Language  in  the  End  of  a 
Word.  fa  became  in j  thence  the  1  era- 
pie  was  called  Isg 0*,  and  the  Priefts, 

Now,  as  the  Greeks  had  not  the 
Letter  «  ’till  the  Time  of  Simonides, 
in  was  antiently  &  ;  and  as  they,  as  well 
as  the  Hebrews,  Arabians,  and  other 
Oriental  People,  wrote  from  the  right 

E  3  Hand 


*  ■%*  ts.v  $22?  (mpa tivet  lecti'  Heiychms. 


t 


54  The  LIFE  of 

Hand  to  the  left  #  *  and  it  is  very  pro¬ 
bable  the  Greeks  learned  this  from 
Cadmus ,  the  Phenicians  ufing  the  fame 
Method  ;  <e  might  ealily  be  con^prted 
into  £i,  efpeci  ally  as  the  Temple  had 
been  demolifhed,  and  that  thole  who 
rebuilt  it,  being  willing  {fill  to  pre- 
ferve  and  inlcribe  the  myfterious  Name 
upon  it,  might  write  what  was  anti- 
ently  in  this  Manner,  w 

Nee  manet  ut  juer at  nec  formas  fer- 
vat  eafdem 

Sed  tamen  ipfa  eadem  eft.  Ov.  Met. 


The  Word  E I  was  not  only  appro- 
priatad  to  D polio  y  but  to  Dionyfus ,  or 
Bacchus ,  who  was  worlhipped  at  Del- 

phos 


*  This  they  called  Tce-pocon,  others  fay,  T eepocon 
fignifies  downwards  (as  the  Chine/e  write).  This 
Word,  by  a  great  deal  of  Torture,  is  brought  from 
%etpeti<pogoir9  tendans  ad  terram.  The  Greeks  had  ano¬ 
ther  way  of  writing,  from  the  Left  to  the  Right, 
and  then  from  the  Right  to  the  Left  Hand,  which 
they  called  gar  gepitfoy  •,  Unde  verjus  it  a  vocati ,  quia  fie 
fcribebant  antiqui ,  ficut  aratur  terra  ;  and  it  has  been 
averted,  that  the  Hebrews  wrote  in  this  Manner,  to 
the  Time  of  Ejdras ,  who  ordered  them  to  write 
only  one  way,  from  the  Right  to  The  Left. 
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phos  before  Apollo  *  •  that  the  true 
God  was  meant  by  Dionyjius  is  plain, 
if  we  derive  it  from  the  Arabick  Du, 
or  Dy ,  Lord ,  and  Siva,  or  Syna,  by  a 
Figure  Ny/a  •  nor  is  this  io  improbable, 
if  we  obierve  that  both  the  Name 
Bacchus,  and  his  W  orfhip,  were 
brought  from  Arabia  into  Greece,  as  is 

O  ,  5  7 

the  Opinion  of  the  learned  Pocock  §, 
whom  the  Doctor  )uftly  (files  Arabic <e 
lingua?  P  ha? nix.  Baa  ha,  in  Arabick, 

O  #  #  J 

iignifies  any  thing  great,  noble,  excel¬ 
lent  *  therefore,  in  the  Worth  ip  of  the 
God  Dionyjius,  their  conftant  Exclama¬ 
tion  was  Bacche ,  Bacche  •  hence  the 
Greeks  called  Dionyjius  Bacchus.  The 
Arabians  named  Dionyjius  Or  at  a  l,  or, 
as  Pocock  corrects  it,  Olatal ;  this,  as 
the  tame  learned  Perion  obferves,  is 
derived  from  Qtta-taal,  or  Allah-taal T> 

E  4  the 

*  Mons  Phsebo  Bromioqj  facer  :  cm  nomine  miffo 

Delphica  Thebans  refer  unt  Tricterica  Bacchas. 

'Lucan,  LJb.  5. 

§  Vide  ejus  DoctilT.  Notas  in  Specimen  Hilt, 
Arabum. 

■f  The  learned  Hugh  Broughton y  in  his  Treadle  on 
Melchifedeky  gives  us  a  different  Reading  of  this 

Word  ; 
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the  lupreme  God  •  Dionyjius  and  Ura¬ 
nia  being  efteemed  as  the  only  Gods 
by  that  People.  In  fhort,  the  whole 
Delign  of  the  remaining  Part  of  this 
Chapter  is  to  lhew  that  from  the 
many  Names  given  by  the  Greeks  to 
Bacchus ,  moft  of  which  he  brings  from 
Arabick  or  Hebrew  Roots,  they  meant 
nothing  elfe  but  the  only  true  God. 

Having  thus  explained  the  In- 
fcription  on  the  Outlide  of  the  Tem¬ 
ple, 

Word  ;  In  Arabia ,  fays  he,  Alilat  is  their  God,  as 
Herodotus  recordeth,  he  feemeth  to  be  Cbavila ,  or 
Evila ,  the  Son  of  Cufh.  For  that  Caufe  he  thinks 
the  Sepuagint  tranfiated  the  Name  Evilat ,  putting  a 
t  to  the  Word,  that  Grammar  neither  permitted 
nor  required.  Pere  Calmet ,  by  clofely  following 
Herodotus ,  has  given  us  the  true  Names  without  con¬ 
founding  one  with  the  other :  He  tells  us,  the  Ara¬ 
bians  adore  no  Gods  but  Dionyfius  and  the  coeleftial 
Goddefs,  or  Urania  *,  that  they  call  Dionyfius  Ourotalt , 
and  the  Goddefs  Alilat.  Differ  tat.  fur  Moloch. 

5Tis  certain  that  Herodotus  fays  fo  in  his  Thalia  % 
but  in  Clio  he  tells  us,  the  Perfians  facrifice  to  the 
Sun  and  Moon ,  to  the  Earth ,  the  Fire ,  the  Water^ 
and  the  Winds.  Thefe  are  their  original  Gods  *,  but 
they  have  fince  learnt  from  the  Arabians  and  Ajfyri- 
ans ,  to  facrifice  to  Venus  Urania ,  who,  by  the  Ara~ 
bians ,  is  called  AUtta ,  by  the  AJJyrians ,  Mytitta ,  and 
by  the  Perfians ,  Mitt  a . 
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pie,  let  us  go  within  it,  and  we  fhall 
find  an  exatt  Imitation  of  the  Taber¬ 
nacle  and  Ark,  which  Jojiia  carried  to 
Shilo,  after  his  conquering  the  whole 
Land  of  Canaan. 


Levit.  vi.  13, 


1  « 

The  firft  Thing  we  difcover  upon 
our  Entrance,  is  the  nvp  aofazov,  the  ignis 
iriextinBus  Delphis  •  which  perpetual 
Fire  was  called  by  the  Roman ,  Vefta  * 
by  the  Greeks ,  'E"A  from  the  Hebrew, 
Efch-jah ,  or  Ej-fa ,  ignis  Jehov re  : 
Mofes  commands  the  I/raelites,  that  the 
Fire  (hall  ever  be  burning 
upon  the  Altar,  it  JhaU 
never  go  out  ;  next  is  the  Cortina ,  or 
Tent,  which  was  the  antient  Tem- 
ole  ;  before,  as  fabuloufly  faid,  it  was 
ouilt  either  of  Laurel  or  Brafs  ;  this 
anfwers  to  the  Tabernacle  ;  the  Tri¬ 
pod  to  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  ;  the 
Holmus  to  the  Mercy-feat  5  lome  in¬ 
deed  take  the  Tripod  and  the  Holmus 
to  be  the  lame  Thing,  but  without  any 

Founda- 


*  Nec  tu  aliud  Yeftam,  quam  vivam  intellige  flam- 
mam.  Ovid . 
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Foundation  ‘  the  Holmus  was  a  Seat 
placed  over  the  Tripod,  which  latter 
ferved  as  a  Footftool  to  the  Prophetels, 
having  a  large  Hole  or  Cavity  thro” 
which  the  infernal  Spirit  affected  her  • 
this  could  not  have  been  fo  commodi- 
oudy  done,  had  fhe  fat  immediately 
upon  the  Tripod  itfelf,  and  not  been  a 

little  elevated  from  it. 

■"*'*  1  *  •  •  * 

V  „  '\  <T  r  f 

•  t  ^  '  "  '  ,  .  f  -  >i  «  A  '  /’  '  v 

Lastly,  as  Mofes  placed  in  the 
Tabernacle  a  Table  of  fijch  and  fuch 
Demenfions,  fo  did  they  at  Helphos  * 
which  Jofephus  *  affures  us  when  he 
lays,  And  he  [Mofes]  placed  in  the' 
Tabernacle  a  Table,  like  tinto  that  at 
Delphos.  Not  that  this  could  be 
taken  from  the  Delphick  •  but  that 
which  the  Greeks  fet  up  in  the  Tem¬ 
ple  of  Apollo,  was  an  exa£f  Copy  of 
what  had  been  formerly  made  by  Mofes . 

To  confirm  thefe  Suggeftions,  that 
the  Greeks  mimicked,  or,  as  the  Doc¬ 
tor  calls  it,  were  the  Apes  of  the  He¬ 
brews, 

*  Jewifh  Antia.  Book  III,  Chap,  vii, 
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brews,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  there 
came  into  Greece  with  Cadmus,  or  not 


long  after  his  Death,  many  Jews,  not 

only  as  Merchants,  but  to  fettle  there  j 

for  fince,  as  we  find  in  Judges,  that 

The  Children  of  Ifrael  dwelt  .  ...  - 

,  ,,  ■’  TT.  Judges  111.  6. 

among  the  Canaamtes,  Hit- 

O  '  ( 

tites,  and  Amorites,  and  Perizzites, 
and: Hivites,  and  jebufites  •  and  they 
took  their  Daughters  to  be  their  JVives, 
and  gave  their  Daughters  to  their  Sons , 

o„  '  #  o  7 

and  Jerved  their  Gods.  We  have  very 
good  Reafon  to  believe  that  many 
of  them  went  to  their  Relations  in 
Greece ;  Cadmus  himfelf  was  an  Hivite  * 
and  fo  illuftrious  a  Captain  was  not 
only  followed  by  Phenicians ,  but  by 
Jevoifh  and  Arabian  Adventurers  • 
who,  by  Intermarriages  with  one  ano¬ 
ther,  and  ferving  the  Gods  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Nations,  blended  fo  together 

the 


*  Cadmus  was  of  the  Family  of  the  Cadmonites 
mentioned  by  Mofes ,  Gen.  xv.  19.  who  were  the 
lame  with  the  Hivites  ;  hence  we  find  Bochart  fay¬ 
ing,  Hi  porro  Cadmonsei  cum  Hevasis  iidem  erant, 
nec  jam  obfcurum  cur  in  ferpentes  fingantur  efife  mu* 
tati  *,  Hevasi  enim  erant  &  Hevaeus  Syris  eft  ferpens. 
Can ,  Lib .  i .  cap.  19. 
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the  many  Opinions  and  Ways  of  Wor- 
ihip,  that  at  length  the  Notion  of  the 
one  true  God  might  be  fo  far  effaced 
as  not  to  be  difcerned  bat  in  their 
moft  antient  Cuftoms  and  Names,  and 
thofe  well  divefted  of  Fable.  There- 
is  no  great  Violence  ufed  ro  the  Word 

Lmedremonii,  if  we  fay  they 
SraJf’  we\Q  a  Colony  planted  by 
Cadmus,  and  this  will  ap¬ 
pear  lels  Arrange,  when  we  find  the  La¬ 
cedemonians  *  confeffing  themfelves  of 
Hebrew  Extraction,  calling  the  Je-zvs 

Brethren,  and  Abraham  their 
xif^o^s  Father.  In  the  Maccabees 

it  is  faid,  Areas,  King  oj  the 
Lacedemonians,  to  Onias  the  high 
PrieJ ?,  greeting .  It  is  found  in  Writing 

that 

V  1  ** 

*  In  the  Syntagma  vanarum  differ  tatwnum  raria- 
rum  quas  viri  do&Hffmi  fuperiore  fieculo  elucubraruni ; 
publifhcd  by  Greevius,  we  find  a  Letter  of  Jonfrns^ 
wherein  he  explains  the  Original  of  the  Sparieey  and 
thews  that  they  are  the  Pofterity  of  Cadmus* s  Com- 
panions3  and  that  they  have  their  Name  from  the 
Teeth  of  the  Serpents  which  Cadmus  fowed  by  Order 
of  Minerva  \  but  this  is  fhewn  to  be  a  mere  Fable, 
and  fully  explained,  by  Bocbari 3  in  his  Canaan 3  Lib .  i. 
cap .  22. 
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that  the  Lacedemonians  and  jews  are 
Brethren ,  and  that  they  are  oj  the  Stock 
oj  Abraham  *. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Doctor’s 
Suppofitions  thro’  this  Book  are  very 
probable  •  for  we  are  not  to  wonder 
when  we  find  the  Greeks  Hebraizing, 
but  that  they  did  not  more  fo  when 
we  confider  that  Cadmus  brought  them 
not  only  Men  from  Arabia  and  Phew - 

cia, 

» 

*  Lelex  was  the  fir  ft  King  of  Laconia ,  and  fome- 
what  older  than  Mofe s  ;  Mr.  Shuckford  iuppofes  him 
to  have  been  of  the  Pofterity  of  Jacob ,  and  to  have 
lied  with  a  Party  out  of  Egypt,  from  the  Slavery,, 
tinder  which  he  and  his  Brethren  groaned,  lame 
Years  before  the  miraculous  Exodus  ,  but  Bocbart 
and  Scaliger  think  it  abfurd  to  make  the  Spartans 
and  Jews  allied,  and  know  not  how  to  account  for 
this  Text  in  Maccabees ,  unlefs  from  the  old  fabulous 
Tradition  of  Claudius  lolaus ,  who  brings  the  Jews 
from  one  Sparton ,  who  accompanied  Bacchus  in  his 
Wars:  From  fome  Inch  Tradition  Arcus  might  be¬ 
lieve  they  were  akin,  and  Jonathan  wifely  made 
ufe  of  it  to  get  his  Country  Affiftance  :  It  is  more 
probable  the  Spartans  were  fo  called  from  Spartus, 
the  Son  of  Phoroneus ,  and  Founder  of  their  City, 
Strabo ,  in  his  loth  Book,  has  another  Conjecture,  that 
Cadmus ,  bejides  Phenicians ,  had  Arabians  that  fol¬ 
lowed  him  into  Greece ^  fome  of  whom  were  the  Offi? 
fpring  of  Abraham ,  and  from  hence  fprang  the  Re¬ 
lation  between  the  Jews  and  Lacedemonians , 
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cm ,  with  the  feveral  Cuftdms,  both 
K  eligious  and  Political,  of  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  their  Neighbours,  but  intro¬ 
duced  amongft  them  Learning  and 
Letters  *,  by  which  they  were  en¬ 
abled  to  tranfmit  thofe  Cuftoms  to 
their  Pofterity  ;  we  cannot  doubt  of 
the  Greatnels  of  his  Capacity,  who 
was  certainly  bred  up  in  the  learned 
City  Debir,  and  well  skilled  in  all  the 
liberal  Sciences,  as  well  as  in  the  Arts 
of  Peace  and  War  j  fo  great  a  Man 
finding  his  Country  over-run  by  the 
vidtorious  Armies  of  Ijrael ,  could  not 
want  Followers  out  of  the  many  Na¬ 
tions  expelled  by  the  Jews  (between 
whom  neverthelels,  there  had  been 
Marriages)  who  would  gladly  lift  them- 
lelves  under  his  Banner  in  queft  of 
new  Plantations  and  Settlements. 

I  COME 

*  Phsenices  primi,  fama*  fi  credimus,  aufi 
Manfuram  rudibus  vocem  fignare  figuris. 

Lucan .  Lib .  3. 

Fama  eft  Cadmum  clafie  Phaenicum  vedturn,  rudibus 
adhuc  Grascorum  populis  art  is  ejus  Authorem  fuifle. 

Tacitus.  Lib .  2, 
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I  COME  now  to  the  appendix,  which 
-contains,  firft,  a  DiiTertation  upon  the 
coming  of  Noah  into  Italy,  and  the 
feveral  Names  given  him  by  the  Ro¬ 
mans  :  In  this  the  Doflor  fhews  him- 
felt  a  moft  profound  Scholar,  and  well- 
read  in  the  Subjedt  he  undertakes,  as 
well  as  an  ingenious  Etymologift  ; 
Many  and  learned  are  the  Authors 
which  he  quotes  to  back  his  Addition, 
which,  among  the  reft,  is  ftrongly  fup- 

ported  by  Bochart  in  his 


Lib.  1.  c.  3. 


Phaleff  ;  but  as  it  has  been. 

<3  7 


denied  by  others,  and  efpecially  by  Mr. 
iPebb  §  in  his  Effay  to  prove  the  Chi- 
nefe  the  Primitive  Language  :  I  ihall 

O  O  7 

juft  give  his  Reafons,  and  leave  the 
Reader  to  judge  ol  their  Validity.  He 
maintains  to  juftify  his  Hypothefis, 
that  Noah ,  both  before  and  alter  the 

Flood, 

§  The  firft  who  broached  this,  was  Martinius 
the  Jefiiit,,  from  whom  JVebb  borrowed  it  in  his 
EJJay  on  the  Primitive  Language.  Dr.  Allix ,  in  his 
Reflexions  on  the  Books  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Whijlon , 
in  his  Chronology ,  and  in  his  Theory,  Shuckford  in  his 
Connection  y  and  Bedford  in  his  Scripture  Chronology . 
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Flood*  lived  in  China  5  that  he  never 
came  down  to  the  Plains  of  Shinaar  • 
was  not  with  Nimrod  at  the  Building 
of  Babel ;  and  conlequently  thole  who 
followed  Noah ,  being  not  guilty  of 
the  Crime  committed  in  building  that 
Tower,  were  not  liable  to  the  Confu- 
fi on  of  Tongues ;  that,  it  is  true,  the 
Ark  refted  upon  the  Mountains  of 
Ararat ;  which  Mountains,  altho’  they 
begin  in  Lycia ,  a  Province  of  Afia 
Minor ,  are  Boundaries  on  one  Side  to 
_  .  China :  he  brings  Heylin 

0  moQ.  p.  34.  ^  prove  this  j  and  Sir  CP  al¬ 
ter  Raleigh ,  that  Noah  was  an  Husband¬ 
man,  no  Wanderer  ;  that  the  Eajlern 
Parts  of  the  World  were  fir  ft  planted  af¬ 
ter  the  Deluge,  by  Noah ,  who,  coming 
out  of  the  Ark,  took  Poileffion  of  the 
fertile  Plains  of  China ,  from  whence, 
in  Procefs  of  Time,  he  fent  Colonies  • 
which  leems  plain  from  the  Scripture, 
when  it  fays  of  thofe  Troops  that  fol¬ 
lowed  Nimrod ,  And  as  they  journied 
from  the  Eaft,  they  found  a  Plain  in 
the  Land  of  Shinaar :  that  Nimrod  was 

fix 


■  _ 
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fix  Years  in  traveling,  from  the  Place 
where  the  Ark  retied,  to  Shinaar  5 
but  Noah  ftill  lived  in  Chirm ,  without 
ever  ranging  the  World  from  Armenia 
to  Arabia  Felix ,  thence  into  Africa $ 
afterwards  into  Spain ,  and  then  into 
Italy,  as  Annius  *  (that  Brat  of  a 
Monk,  as  he  calls  him  elfewhere)  in 
his  Berofus ,  and  thofe  that  follow  him$ 
have  feigned,  or  without  making  him 
to  be  Sabazius  or  Zagreus ,  Promethe - 

—  7  o  7 

r/r,  Hercules ,  Ogyges,  Deucalion ,  Tri¬ 
ton,  and  I  know  not  who.  He  feems 
here  to  hint  at  the  Doctor,  who  has 
proved,  that  fome  of  thefo  Names 
could  be  adapted  to  no  Perfon  fo  pro¬ 
perly  as  to  Noah  ;  IF'ebb  has  fpared 
no  Pains,  and  ranfacked  every  Author 
that  he  imagines  will  make  for  his  Pur- 

„  o 

pole  ;  which  is,  as  much  as  pomble^ 
to  make  an  apparent  Congruity  between 

F  the 

T 

■*  *  *  »  (r  .  i,  .  ' 

*  Annius  (or,  as  Bayle  calls  him,  N annius)  of  Vi* 
!trbo,  was  the  greateft  Forger  of  Books  ever  known,- 
except  Lucius  Charinul  %  for  the  latter,  fee  Lcland ’3 
Catalogue  *,  and  alfo  Menckenius ,  in  his  Charlatanerid 
Eruditorum ,  who  mentions  many  more  of  this  fo.ti 
of  learned  Men; 
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the  J  eves  and  Chinefe  •  but  he  gi ves 
Credit  to  many  ftrained  and  imperti¬ 
nent  Stories  and  idle  Conjectures  j  the 
jefuit  Martinus  is  one  whom  he  con-* 
tinualiy  quotes  ;  how  weak  this  Fa¬ 
ther  was,  will  appear,  where  (peaking 
of  the  Chineje  Theology,  he  fays* 
They  have  an  Opinion  that  many  go 
erring •  in  the  Mountains  that  never  die , 
and  fly  like  Spirits  afcending  up  to 
Heaven  when  they  pleafe ,  which  he  in¬ 
clines  to  conceive  is  grounded  on  the 
Hiftory  of  Enoch  and  Flijah *  After 
fuch  a  wife  Conception,  it  is  time  td 
drop  this  Author.  And,  indeed,  this 
Notion  of  Noah's  fettling  in  China , 
altho’  fupported  by  fo  many  learned 
Men,  may  not  feem  lo  probable  to 
fome,  as  his  having  dwelt  in  Armenia , 
near  the  Place  where  the  Ark  refted  ; 
can  we  imagine,  that  in  fome  fhort 
Space  he  fhould  leave  his  three  Sons 
Shem,  Ham,  and  Japhet,  and,  with 
his  younger  ItTue,  travel  into  China, 
and  become  the  firft  King  of  the 
Country,  by  the  Name  Fo  hi  :  It  is 

more 
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more  confonant  to  Scripture  to  believe, 
that  neither  he  or  his  Pofterity  did  re¬ 
move  till  fuch  Time  as  they  are  men¬ 
tioned  to  have  begun  tlieir  journey  to¬ 
wards  Shinaar  •  Mofes's  Account  of 
their  Dilperfion,  feetns  certainly  to 
relate  to  all  Mankind,  without  Excep¬ 
tion  5  for  he  informs  us  of  no  other 
lilue  that  Noah  had  5  and  therefore  all 
Mankind  miift  be  the  blue  of  thefe 
three  Sons  ;  where  then  are  the  Chi- 
nefe  at  this  Time,  unlefs  we  believe 
the  Deluge  not  to  have  been  uni- 
verbal  ? 

The  next  Thing  remarkable  In  the 
Appendix  is,  the  Account  of  the 
Origin  oi  the  Druids  ;  he  is  led  infen- 
iibly  into  this  from  vindicating;  the 
Tujcan  Antiquity,  and  fhewing,  that 
the  Envy  of  the  Greeks ,  fpnrred  on  by 
their  natural  Vanity,  was  the  Caufe 
that  the  antient  State  of  Italy  Was  not 
known  ;  the  Grecian  Arrogance  was 
carried  to  that  Height,  that,  calling 
all  the  reft  of  the  World  Barbarians, 
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they  fancied  themlelves  the  Authors^ 
not  only  of  all  Philofophy  and  polite 
Learning,  but  of  Mankind  too.  To 
Ihevv  the  Abfurdity  of  this,  he  quotes 
Strabo ,  who  (peaking  of  the  Iberi ,  or 
Spaniards,  lays,  That  they  make  ule 
of  Grammar,  and  have  written  Monu¬ 
ments  of  Antiquity,  Poems,  and  Laws 
in  Metre,  or  Rhyme,  of  Six  thouland 
Years  {landing,  as  they  inform  us. 
Now  if  thefe  Six  thoufand  Spanijh,  or 
Years  of  Four  Months,  are  reduced  to 
Solar,  they  link  to  Two  thoufand  3 
and  if  we  look  back  from  the  Begin-* 
ning  of  the  Reign  of  Octavian  (under 
whom  Strabo  flourilhed)  Two  thou¬ 
land  Years,  we  come  to  the  Time  of 
Ninas.  This  Affertion  receives  great 
Help  from  Berofus  *,  where  it  is  laid,- 

in 

*  It  is  much  doubted,  whether  what  we  have  of 
Berofus  is  genuine,  Gafper  Varrerius  has  endeavoured 
to  prove  it  Forgery  (perhaps,  as  fVebb  infinuates  of 
the  Monk  Annius  *,)  but  Mr.  Sale ,  in  the  Univerfal 
Hiftory ,  relies  upon  him  for  his  Accounts  of  the  Baby¬ 
lonian  and  Chaldean  Antiquities  :  He  was  a  Chaldean 
by  Birth,  and  lived  in  the  Time'  of  Alexander  the  Great . 
Bayle  is  of  the  former  Opinion,  an-d  fays,  under  the 

Articles 
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in  the  fourth  Year  of  Ninas,  the  Ger¬ 
mans  recieved  Laws  and  Letters  from 
the  Giant  Tuifco  * ;  the  Spaniards  from 
Tubal ,  and  the  Celt#  §  or  Gauls  from 
Samothes. 

Now,  as  every  one  has  heard  of  the 
Druids ,  and  but  few  know  any  thing 
relating  to  the  Origin,  either  of  the 
Name  or  Religion  of  that  Philofophick 
Sedf,  we  fhall  here,  as  much  as  the 
Obfcurity  of  the  Subject  will  permit, 
look  into  it  •  and  upon  ruminating, 
there  feems  to  be  no  one  fo  proper  to 
pitch  upon  for  the  Author  and  Infti- 
tutor  of  this  Se£f,  io  famous  thro’  Gaul 
and  Britain ,  as  Samothes ,  who  firfb 
introduced  Learning  among  the  Celtae  * 

F  3  Samothes 

Article  Due  do ,  that  he  rnufi:  needs  have  blundered  in 
his  Chronology,  when  he  takes  Annins  of  Viterbo's, 
Berojus  and  Metafthenes  for  genuine  Works. 

*•  Thence  the  Name  of  the  People  Dutch ,  Deutfcb , 
Teutones ,  a  Duifcone  Germanic ce  genlis  conditore ,  See 
Minjhcei  Ditlionarm. 

§  Mufaeum  Athenae,  Linum  Thebse  jadtent,  nihil 
attamen,  fi  modo  Celticae  Philofophise  ratio  habea- 
tur,  nihil  producant  quod  non  recens  appareat  3c 
novitium. 
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Samothes  is  the  fame  with  Dis  |j  one 
of  the  Sons  of  Japhet  L  ;  the  Priefts, 
Phyficians  and  Philofophers  of  the 
Gauls ,  were  called  Samothei ,  or  Sam- 
nothel ,  by  the  Greeks  ;  thefe  then  ap¬ 
pear  as  Upltarts,  if  compared  to  the 
Antiquity  of  the  Celtae.  As  for  the 
Derivation  of  the  Word  Druid,  I  (hall 
give  the  feveral  Opinions  of  the 
Learned  about  it.  Some  would  bring 
it  from  the  German  Dru ,  true  and 
faithful  ;  from  the  Saxon  Dry,  a  Ma¬ 
gician  •  from  the  Greek,  >u;,  an  Oak. 
Chambers,  in  his  Cyclopaedia,  from  the 
Hebrerjo  DruMm,  or  Drifjim ,  Con- 
templators  ;  Toland  agrees  with  the 
Doclor  in  this  :  they  both  make  it  of 
Celtic  k  Extraction,  and  fay  with 
Strabo,  that  the  Etymology  of  the 
Words  of  the  Barbarians  is  not  to  be 
fought  for  amongft  the  Greeks  •  it 
comes  then  from  the  Celtic  Word  Deru, 

an 

1 


||  Galli  fe  omnes  ab  Dite  patre  prognatqs  predi¬ 
cant.  idq;  ab  Druid ibus  proditum  dicunt.  Qcef%  Com¬ 
ment.  Lib.  6. 

’  j  Vide  PofteHi  Lib.  de  Origins  Hetruriar. 
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an  Oak,  pronounced  by  the  JFelJh 
Der<w,  by  the  Irijh  $  Drui ,  corruptly 
JDroi  and  Draoi.  Therelore  we  may 
lay,  that  the  Greeks  very  probably 
took  their  Word  jyk  from  the  Celtic 
Deru  •  the  Oak  being  held  facred  by 
thefe  Gaulifh  Priefts  •  the  Greeks 
adopted  the  Word,  whereas  their  an- 
tient  Name  for  an  Oak  was  Saronis  ft 
Mr.  Rories,  in  Anfwer  to  „ , 

Mr.  Tate's  Queftions,  fays,  ^asi,v‘ 
the  word  has  many  Significations,  firft, 
a  Revenger,  or  one  that  redreffeth 
Wrong,  as  they  fupplied  the  Place  of 
Magiftrates  ;  next,  cruel  and  merci- 
lefs,  becaufe  they  executed  Juftice 
molt  righteoufly,  and  punifhed  Of¬ 
fenders  molt  leverely  j  Drud  figni- 
ftes  alio  Gle-zv  and  Prid  j  that  is,  va¬ 
liant  or  hardy.  Thefe  Philolophers, 
or  Priefts,  who  had  ablolutely  the 
Government  both  of  Prince  and  Peo¬ 
ple,  were  directly  oppolite  to  both 

F  4  .  in 

§  See  Poland's  Hift.  Druids,  p.  17. 

■f  Sinus  Saronicus  olim  qnerno  nernore  redimitus, 
unde  nomen  •,  ita  Graecia  antiqua  appeilanre  Quer~ 
cum.  Plin.  Nat .  Hi  ft.  Lib .  4.  Cap,  6. 
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in  their  Habit  ;  they  wore  Jfhort  Hair? 
while  the  reft  of  the  Natives  had 
theirs  very  long  *  they  had  long 
Beards,  while  other  People  fhaved  all 
but  the  upper  Lip  ;  they  likewife  all 
wore  long  Habits,  as  did  the  Bards  § 
and  the  Vaids  *•,  but  the  Druids  had 
on  a  white  Garment  whenever  they 
religioufly  officiated.  As  the  Druids 
were  ufually  wont  to  retire  into  Grots, 
dark  Woods,  Mountains,  and  Groves,  fo 
many  fuch  Places  in  France ,  Britain , 
and  Ireland  do  ftill  bear  their  Names, 
as  Dreux,  the  Place  of  their  annual,  ge¬ 
neral  Affembly  in  France  •  Kerig-y-Dru- 
dion  (or  Druid  Stones')  a  Pariffi  lo 
called  in  Denbeighfhire ,  from  a  couple 
of  their  Altars  ftill  remaining  This 
is  a  proper  Place  to  obferve,  that  To- 
land  diflents  from  Inigo  Jones  and 
Dodfor  Charlton ,  in  Relation  to  Stone - 

He  rive 

O 

§  Hence  the  Latin  Vales,  and  Greek  OUATEIS* 
*  Vosquoq,  qui  fortes  animas  belloq;  peremptas, 
JLaudibus  in  longum  vates  dimitticis  aevum 
Plurima  fecuri  fudifcis  carmina  Bardi.  Lucan .  Lib.  i? 
f  As  is  Dry  ft  eld  in  the  Wolds  in  Torkjhire * 
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Herne  the  firft  efteems  it  a  Work 
of  the  Romans ,  and  that  it  was  a  Tem¬ 
ple  of  Ctelum,  becaufe  open  at  the 
Top  ;  the  other  imputes  it  to  the 
Danes  ;  whereas  that  Gentleman  is 
pofitive  it  was  a  Temple  of  the 
Druids,  as  well  as  the  Circle  of  Roll- 
rich  Stones  in  Oxfordjhire,  and  the 
Hurlers  in  Cornwall. 

We  may  likewife  obferve,  that  it 
is  not  of  late,  that  a  Northern  Herejy 
has  been  condemned  at  Rome ;  we  may 
aver, that  Sixteen  hundred  Years  ago  the 
Religion  of  Gaul  and  Britain  was  dis¬ 
countenanced  by  a  People  lo  differing 
from  their  Progeny,  that  they  tolle- 
rated  all  Religions,  except  this  of 

the 

?  t  •  * 

*  How  much  our  Antiquaries  are  in  the  Dark,  as  to 
this  Piece  of  Antiquity,  I  have  fhewn  above,  yet  rnay 
be  added,  that,  in  Geoffry  of  Monmouth ,  it  is  called  the 
Giants  Dance ,  and  that  Aurelius  Ambrofius ,  a  Britijh 
Prince,  is  interred  there.  Mr.  Bolton ,  in  his  Nero 
Ccefar ,  will  have  it  the  Monument  eredled  by  the 
Britains  over  the  famous  Boa  die ea.  Camden  is  not 
fatisfied  as  to  the  Reafon  of  the  raifing  thole  Stones, 
but  thinks  them  an  artificial  Compofition^  and  not  dug 
out  of  any  Quarry, 
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the  Druids,  which  they  endeavoured 
to  extirpate  with  the  utmoft  Severity ; 
fir  ft  ySuguflus,  then  Tiberius ,  made 
fome  Laws  againft  their  Inftitution, 
which  were  ftridtly  put  in  Force  by 
Claudius  and  the  following  Emperors, 
till  their  utter  Exterpation  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  Converfion  of  the  People  of 
thefe  Provinces  to  Chriftianity.  Ex¬ 
traordinary  muft  have  been  the  Rea- 
ions  to  force  fo  wife  a  State,  as  that 
of  the  Romans ,  to  be  more  rigid  with 
this  religious  8e6f,  than  with  any 
other  thro’  all  their  Conquefts.  One 
chief  Cauie  muft  have  been  their  hu¬ 
man  Sacrifices  lor  which  barbarous 

V"  Cuftom 

*  Natio  eft  omnis  Gallorum  admodum  dedita 
rejigionibus  •,  atq;  ob  earn  cauflam,  qui  funt  affe&i 
gravioribus  m  orb  is  quiq*,  in  prseliis  periculifq-,  ver~ 
fantur,  aut  pro  vidlimis  homines  immolant,  aut  fe 
immolaturos  vovent,  adminiftrifq;  ad  ea  facrificia 
Drnidibus  utuntur  j  quod  pro  vita  Hominis,  nift  vita 
Ho  minis  reddatur,  non  pofle  aliter  Deorum  immor- 
talium  numen  placari  arbitrantur.  Ccef.  Com .  Lib.  6a 

Not  only  in  Gaul ,  but  in  Britain ,  was  this  Cuftom 
introduced  by  the  Druids ,  who  facrificed  their  Cap¬ 
tives  to  Andate ,  the  Goddefs  of  Victory  ;  Holingjhead , 
and  others, mention  their  burning  Numbers  together  in 

great 


Edmund  Dickinson,  M.D.  ^5 

Caftom  they  alledged,  that  nothing 
was  fo  fatisfacfory  to  the  Gods  for  the 
preierving  the  Life  of  one  Man,  as  the 
Death  of  another  :  To  this  we  add  a 
fecond  •  that  thefe  Philoiophers  af- 
fumed  an  Authority  incompatible  with 
the  Power  of  the  civil  Magiftrate,  and 
by  this  means  exercifed  a  barbarous 
Tyranny  over  the  credulous  Multi¬ 
tude, 

« 

Dudly  Forbes,  in  a  Letter  to 
an  Irijh  Writer  in  the  Year  1683,  af- 
ferts,  that  in  St.  Patrick's  Time  no 
fewer  than  180  Volumes,  relating  to 
the  Affairs  of  the  Druids,  were  burnt 
in  Ireland  5  and  Dodfor  Kennedy  ai~ 

firms, 

great  Wicker  Images,  therefore  Shakefpear  makes 
Cymbeline  (on  his  Coin  it  is  Cunobelin ,  in  Geof  Mon¬ 
mouth  Kymbelinus)  fay  to  the  Roman  General  whom 
he  has  taken  Pri loner. 

Thou  corn’ll  nor,  Caws,  now  for  Tribute,  that 

The  Brit  aim  have  raz’d  out,  tho5  with  the  Lofs 

Of  many  a  bold  one,  whole  Kinfmen  have  made  Suit 

That  their  good  Souls  may  be  appeas’d  with 
Slaughter 

Of  you  their  Captives,  whifch  our  felf  have  granted, 

v  v  .  * »  >  < ,  ,  •  a  ’  ?  ;  '  '( 
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firms,  that  Patrick  deftroyed  Three 
hundred  Volumes  fluffed  with  the  Fa- 
bles  and  Superftitions  of  Heathen  Ido¬ 
latry,  unfit  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Pos¬ 
terity.  Here  Toland  thinks  he  has 
Reaion  Sufficient  to  launch  out  and  in¬ 
veigh  againft  the  Book-burning,  Let¬ 
ter-murdering  Humour  of  the  Saint  ; 
and  the  unfpeakable  Detriment  it  has 
done  to  Learning  in  general,  and  to 
Hiftory  in  particular  ;  Why,  fays  he, 
are  Gallic  or  Irijh  Superftitions  more 
unfit  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Pofterity, 
than  thofe  of  the  Greeks  or  Romans  ? 
Why  fhould  Patrick  be  more  fqueamilh 
in  this  Refpefit  than  Mofes ,  or-  the 
Succeeding  Jezvifh  Prophets,  who 
have  tranfmitted  to  all  Ages  the  Ido¬ 
latries  of  the  Egyptians,  Phenicians , 
Chaldeans ,  and  other  Eajlern  Nations  ? 
Remark  that  he  chiefly  laments  the 
Lofs  of  the  Accounts  relating  to  the 
Druidicial  Superftitions  and  Idola¬ 
tries  ;  in  this  he  has  forgot  what  is 

an  Author  of  an  unquefti- 

onabje 


told  us  by 
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enable  Credit  E,  that  the  Druids  com- 
mited  nothing  to  writing  of  their  re¬ 
ligious  R  ites  and  Ceremonies  ;  this  was 
held  unlawful  ;  their  Precepts  of  Re¬ 
ligion  were  contained  in  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Verfes,  which  their  Difciples 
were  obliged  to  learn  by  heart.  Had 
there  been  any  little  Syftem  of  the 
Druidical  Dodtrine  now  fubfifting, 
what  a  Field  would  it  have  furnifhed 
this  Gentleman  with,  either  to  have 
expatiated  upon  its  Beauties,  prefera¬ 
ble  to  fome  now  in  Being,  or  rather 
to  have  found  fault  with,  for  therein 
he  chiefly  employed  his  Pen  and 
Learning,  to  rake  and  cull  together 
whatever  Flaws  and  Imperfedfions  his 
Fancy  fuggefted  to  him,  pafling  over 
the  feveral  Beauties  of  that  Religion 
he  endeavours  to  vilify  5  tho’  it  is  now 
the  general  Opinion,  as  the  Writer  of 

his 

i~  Magnum  ibi  numerum  verfuum  edifeere  dicuritur, 
itaq*,  nonnulli  annos  vicenos  in  difciplina  permanent  y 
neq;  fas  effe  exiftimant  ea  literis  mandare,  quum  in 
reliquis  fere  rebus,  publicis  privatifq;  rationibus 
[Gnecis]  literis  utuntur.  Ccejar.  Com.  Lib.  6 . 
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his  Life  tells  us,  That  no  Man  <zohd 
‘wrote  Jo  v olu min ou fly  againfl  Religion , 
has  ever  done  Jo  little  Mijchief.  If  he 
means  by  Superftitions,  their  Book 
of  judicial  Aftrology,  natural  Philofo- 
phy,  Magick.  or  Necromancy  *  (to 
tvhich  the  latter  we  may  believe  they 
were  addicted  from  their  human  Sacri¬ 
fices)  even  this  is  doubtful,  whether 
they  ever  committed  any  thing  of  this 
Nature  in  Writing,  Cajar  laying,  de 
his  difputant  Juventuti  tradunt  * 
which  may  infer  the  contrary  j  how¬ 
ever, 

'  •.  5  i  ,  « 

(  •  .  X  i  ’ 

*  Multa  praeterea  de  fid'eribus,  atq;  eorum  motu, 
de  jrnundi  acterrarum  magnitudlne,  de  rerum  natura, 
de  Deorum  immortalium  vi  ac  poteftute  difputant  & 
juventuti  tradunt.  Idem  Ibidem. 

Et  vos  barbaricos  ritus,  moremq*,  finiftrum 
Sacrorum  Druids  pofitis  repetiftis  ab  armis, 

Soiis  node  Decs  et  csli  fidera  vobis, 

Aut  folis  nefcire  datum  :  nemoraalta  remotis 
Incolitis  l'ucrs  :  vobis  autoribus,  umbrae 
Eon  tacitas  Erebi  fedes,  Ditifq-,  profundi 
Pallida  regna  petunt,  regit  idem  fpiritus  artus 
Orbe  alio,  longs,  canitis  fi  cognita,  vitae 
Mors  media  eft.  Certe  populi  quos  defpicit  Arclos 
Faeiices  errore  fuo,  quos  Hie  timorum 
Maximus  haud  urget  lethimetus:  inde  ruendi 
In  ferrurn  mens  prona  viris,  animseq;  capaces 
Mortis  :  et  ignavum  eft  reditura?  parcere  vitae. 

Lucan  Lib.  x 


w. 
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fever,  fuppofing  they  wrote  thefe 
Things,  Patrick,  by  burning  thofe 
fuperftitious  Accounts,  has  done  no 
great  Harm  •  Magick,  Necromancy  and 
judicial  Aftrology,  being  difcountfe" 
nanced  by  all  Men  of  Senfe  •  and  one 
fo  little  addi&ed  to  any  kind  ol  Super-* 
ftition,  as  this  Gentleman  pretends  to 
be,  could  have  reaped  little  Benefit 
from  them  ;  Patrick ,  in  this  Action, 
feems  to  have  been  moved  in  the  fame 
manner  St.  Luke  tells  us  . 

the  Ephejlans  were,  when  tS  “'x'  l^‘ 
many  alfo  of  them  'which  ufed  curious 
Arts ,  brought  their  Books  together  and 

'  o  v  cb  » 

burned  them  before  all  Men. 


The  final  Exterpation  of  the  Druids 
being  as  little  known  as  their  firft 
Inftitutor,  or  the  true  Derivation  of 
their  Name,  I  hope  this  little  Sketch, 
by  way  of  Digrelfion,  will  be  the 
more  eafily  pardoned  :  To  return  then, - 
there  is  annexed  to  this  Book  an  Ora¬ 
tion  fpolcen  by  Mr.  Dickinjon  in  Mer¬ 
ton  College ,  when  he  was  Variator  } 


o 
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that  is,  when  obliged  to  oppoie  three 
Queftions  out  of  ^ driflotle ,  an  annua! 
Ouftom  of  that  Houfe  *  It  is  an  Invec¬ 
tive  againft  the  Peripateticks  and  their 
Mafter,  whole  Philolophy  having  been 
in  lb  great  Efteerhj  as  to  be  generally 
followed,  whoever  oppofed  his  Te¬ 
nets,  were  faid  to  vary  j  the  Style  is 
pure  and  elegant ;  the  Thoughts  lively 
and  worthy  of  lb  learned  a  Man.  When 
this  Cuftom  of  Variations  was  fir  ft  in¬ 
troduced  in  this  College,  I  do  not  find, 
but  may  fuppofe,  fince  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  for  the  firft  Reformers  inveighed 
bitterly  againft  him,  and  that  with 
great  Reafon  ;  for  not  only  the  Di¬ 
vines  of  Cologne  maintained,  that  Art - 
jlotle  was  the  Forerunner  of  the  Mejjtas 
in  the  Myfteries  of  Nature,  as  John 
the  Baptijl  was  in  the  Myfteries  of 
Grace  }  but  Melanclhon  allures  us, 
that  in  feveral  Places  of  Germany ,  in- 
ftead  of  Sunday  Lectures,  Arijlotles 
Ethicks  were  read  to  the  People  ;  and 
why  not  his  Ethicks,  as  well  as  any 
Legend  of  their  Saints  :  Sepeheda ,  one 

of 
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of  the  moft  learned  Men  of  the  Six¬ 
teenth  Century,  has  made  no  Scruple 
of  ranking  him  amongft  the  BlefTed  ? 
Cardinal  Pallavicini  confelles,  that 
without  Arifiotle  the  Church  would 
have  been  deficient  in  fome  Articles  of 
Faith  •  and  Father  Paul ,  after  having 
given  us  the  Decree  of  the 
Vlth  Seflion,  ufes  the  fame 

?  cil  of  I  rent. 

Words  *  :  However,  Bayle 
will  have  it,  that  thefe  two  great  Men 
exprefled  themfelves  in  this  Manner 
out  of  Raillery,  to  (hew  upon  what 
weak  Foundations  the  School  Divinity 
of  thofe  Times  was  built,  when  its 
ftrongeft  Support  was  the  Sophiftry 
and  fubtle  Difiindfions  of  the  Feripa- 
teticks ;  they  were  not,  indeed,  al¬ 
ways  in  the  fame  Repute  j  for  at  a 
Council  held  in  France ,  under  Philip 
Auguflus ,  an  Order  was  made  to  burn 
Artjlotle s  Metaphyjicks  $,  but  in  the 

G  Year 


*  In  che  have  v  a  gran  parte  A  rifle  tele,  coll  haver 
diftinto  Eflattamente  tutci  i  generi  di  caufe  •,  a  che  fe 
jegli  non  fofle  adoperato,  noi  mancavano  di  mold 
articoli  di  fede.  His.  del  Cone,  Trident.  Lib.  2. 

§  See  Launoy  de  vdrid  Ar'ifiUelis  forlund. 


Year  1624,  the  Parliament  of  Parts 
banilhed  -out  of  its  furifdfdfion  three 
Men  (Variators)  who  had  undertaken 
to  oppofe,  in  publick  The  ft  f  the  Doc- 
trine  of '  Ariflotle  :  At  this  Time  he 
feems  to  be  in  the  Decline  oi  his  Em¬ 


pire  in  our  Univerfities  3  and  having 
ihined  for  fo  many  Ages  in  a  full  ■Me¬ 
ridian  Splendor,  begins  to  yeild  to  the 
more  piercing  Light  of  thole-.two  new- 
rifen  Stars  of  our  Northern  Hemilphere, 
Mr.  Locke  and  Sir  Jjaac  Newton. 

*  ?  i  {) 

*  v  *'  \  ...»■»•  -  ’ 

Zachary  Bogan,  *  after  having 
leen  this  Book,  lends  Mr .  Dickinfon  a 
molt  elaborate  Epiftle  upon  Job  xxvi. 

6.  Ecce  Gigantes  gemunt  jub  aquis , 
which  reading,  that  Gentleman  follows 
■in  his  fir. ft  Chapter,  Pytho  idem  qui  Ty- 
pho  ;  but  our  Tranilation  renders  it, 
■Dead  Things  are  formed  T  from  under 

the 

*\  Was  Fellow  of  Corpus  Chrifli  College ,  in  Oxford , 
*  wrote  feveral  Treatifes,  fome  after  the  Manner  of 
'Dr.  Diokinjonf  Delphi  Pheenicizaniei  *,  as  Homer  us 
/ECfcLiZuv,  Hefiodus  w.  Anions  Wood  calls  him* 

Vir  jcudio fits  '&  Lingitarum  periDjfimus. 

•f*  Arc  grieved,  or  tremble.  Jfbam . 
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the  iVaters.  Arias  Mont  anus  trans¬ 
lates  it,  Mortui  formabuntur  de  jub 
aquis  *  and  in  his  Margin,  Semina  mor-- 
tua  ;  from  hence  Dr.  J[ham  §  poffi- 
bly  infers,  that  by  thefe  Semina  mortua , 
are  meant  inanimate  Creatures,  as 
Metals,  and  the  like.  Grotius  upon  this 
Text,  fancies  it  means  Tritons ,  or  Sea 
Monfters.  The  Latin  Bible ,  printed 
at  Lyons- 1600,  has  it,  Ecce  Gigantes 
gemunt  Jub  aquis  ;  this  Reading  is 
ftrongly  fupported  both  by  Dickihfon 
and  Bogan,  but  efpecially  by  the  latter, 
who  making  it  the  rntire  Snbiect  of 
his  Epiftle,  has  in  a  moft  learned  Man¬ 
ner  fhevved  how  well  veried  he  was  in 
the  Antients,  and  that  he  was  one  of 

•  A  \ 

the  greateft  Ornaments  of  the  Univer- 
fi/ty  of  Oxford  in  the  laft  Century, 

'  G  2  "  Mr. 

-  ,  •  ...  .  i  .%.•••  .  >■  *  -  -  A 

•n 

§  In  h  is  divine  Philofoph.y,  befides  what  is  fetid 
above,  tells  us,  that  Job  extends  God’s  Power  to  Tub- 
terraneous  Places,  and  perhaps  to  damned  Souls.  For 
this  Paffage  is  interpreted  of  the  old  Giants  (mentioned 
Gen.  vi.  4.)  in  the  antient  Tranflations,  Greek , 
Latin ,  Chaldee ,  Syriack ,  and  Arabick.  The  Expo- 
fition  too  of  Sea  Monllers,  hath  Authors  of  Note, 
and  is  not  improbable.  Another  expounds  this  of  the 
.  Refurredlion  of  the  Dead.  •  . 
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M'R.  Dickinson  having  thus  ef* 
tablifhed  his  Character  as  a  Man  of 
Learning,  continued  his  Application 
to  the  Study  of  Phylick,  and  was 
created  Dodfor  of  that  Faculty  July 
17,  1656.  '*  Having  left  the  College, 
he  took  an  Houle  in  the  High-Street 
in  Oxford ,  and  pradiiled  with  great 
Credit  and  Succefs  5  here  he  married 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Luddington,  of  Carleton 
Scroope ,  an  antient  Family  in  Lincoln- 
Jhire  ;  this  Lady  died  in  Childbed,  af¬ 
ter  having  brought  him  a  Daughter,  and 
lies  buried  in  St.  Peter  s  Church  in  that 
City  ;  a  Monument  being  eredfed  to 
her  Memory.  Upon  this  he  thought 
of  leaving  Oxford ,  and  the  famous  Dr. 
IFittis  dying  about  this  Time,  he 
came  up  to  London ,  took  his  Houle  in 
St.  Martin  s  Lane ,  in  which  he  lived 
till  his  Death.  The  Dodfor’s  lecond 
Marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Helena  Mole , 
Daughter  to  a  Gentleman  living  near 

in  Bucks  j  but  Ihe  dying 

fome 

*  So  fays  his  Diploma  now  before  me  j  but  Wood 
fays  it  was  July  3. 
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fome  time  after,  he  continued  a  Wi¬ 
dower. 

Altho’  the  Dolor’s  Reputation 
was  fo  enhanced  by  his  happy  Succeis 
in  the  Practice  of  Phyfick,  that  he 
wanted  nothing  but  his  own  Merit  to 
recommend  him  •  yet  what  firft  intro¬ 
duced  him  into  King;  Charles  IPs 
Court,  was  a  great  Cure  which  he  per¬ 
formed  upon  the  Lord  Chamberlain 
Arlington ,  *  this  Nobleman  having  an 
Hernia  car  no  fa  as  big  as  a  Child’s  Head, 

G  3  was 

*  Henry  Bennet ,  Secretary  to  James  Duke  of  York , 
in  1658,  being  lent  into  Spain ,  he  fucceeded  in  his 
Negotiation  •,  but  whilft  there,  having  been  feen  to 
wait  upon  the  King  coming  from  Mafs  at  Fontue - 
rabia,  was  fo  feverely  threatned  for  it  by  the  Lord 
Colepepper ,  that  he  never  dared  to  fet  his  Foot  in  Eng¬ 
land  till  after  the  Deceafe  of  that  Lord,  who  met 
with  a  very  abrupt  Death  within  few  Months  after  the 
King’s  Return.  Upon  the  Reftoration  he  was  prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  of  State  ;  one  of  the  famous  Cabal, 
and  of  thofe  Minifters  who  adviled  the  {hutting  up 
the  Exchequer.  Created  firft  Baron,  afterward  Earl 
of  Arlington,  and  Vilcount  Thelford  *,  impeached  by 
the  Commons,  and  acquitted  *,  then  made  Lord 
Chamberlain  ;  his  Credit  at  laft  was  fo  low  at  Court, 
that  it  was  a  common  Jeft  for  fome  Courtier  to  put 
a  black  Patch  upon  his  Nofe,  and  ftrut  about  with  a 
white  Staff,  and  this  for  diicountenancing  the  Papijls ; 
tho*  both  Kennel  and  Burnet  fay,  he  had  the  dying 
Courage  to  profefs  himfclf  a  Roman  Cat  hoik  k , 
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was  given  over  by  all  the  Phyflcians  and 
Chimrgeons  both  of  London  and  Paris, 
when,  fending  for  Dr.  Dickwjon ,  as 
the  laft  Recource,  he,  by  applying  a 
Plaifter,  entirely  diiperied  the  Tumour, 
and  wrought  a  perfect  Cure.  Upon 
this,  Lord  Arlington  prefented  him  to 
the  King,  who  made  him  his  Phylician 
in  Ordinary  •  but  what  ingratiated  him 
with  his  Majefty  more  than  any  thing, 
was  his  deep  Knowledge  in  Chymiftry  * 
the  King  was  lo  great  a  Lover  of  this 

O  O 

Art,  that  he  ordered  a  Laboratory  to 
be  built  in  JVhitehaU. ,  under  his  own 
Bed-chamber,  from  which  there  being 
a  Back-flairs,  he  privately  fpent  many 
Hours  in  feeing  and  trying  Experi¬ 
ments  with  the  Dodfor  ;  no-body  be¬ 
ing  admitted  but  the  Duke  of  Bucking;- 
ham  *  of  whom  Dry  den  fays  fomewhat 

A  Man  fo  various  that  he  feenfd  to  bes 
Not  one,  but  all  Mankind's  Epitome  j 
Stiff  in  Opinions ,  always  in  the  wrong  j 
Was  every  thing  by  Starts,  and  nothing  long. 

But s 
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But,  in  the  Courfe  o  f  one  revolving  Moon,- 
JV a s  Fidler,  Chymijl,  Statefman,.  and  Buffoon . 

- '  V  AbfaLom  and  Achito. 


During  this  Reign,  the  Dodlor 
continued  in  great  Efteem  and  Favour 
at  Court  ;  and  upon  the  Acceffion  of 
King  James  II.  was  confirmed  in  his 
Place  as  King’s  Phyfician  ;  but  this 
Monarch  being  more  addicted  to  his 
Devotions  than  Chymiftry,  the  Doctor 
had  now  Leilure  to  apply  himfelr  to 
Writing  5  wherefore,  in  1686,  he 
publifhed  his  Eptjlohi  ad  Mund'anum  de 
Quinteflentia  Philojophorum.  §  The 


Occafion  of  writing 

to 


h  was,  a  cer- 


c. 


tain  Perfon  came  to  the  Doctor's  Houf 
and  made  before  him  two  Projections 


as  the  Adepts  term  it  ;  that  is,  con¬ 
verted  or  tranfmuted  bafer  Metal  into 
pure  Gold,  by  a  Powder  or  Stone  •  the 
Rumour  of  this  fpreading,  efpecialiy 

G  4  amongR 


§  With  this  Title,  Epiftola  Edmundi  Dickinfon, 
M.  D.  &  Medici  Regii  ad  Thcodorum  Mundanum 
Philofophum  Adeptum,  de  QuintcfTentia  Philo fo* 
phorum  de  vera  Phyfiologja,  una  cum  Quaeffionibus 
aliquot  de  lecreta  Materia  Phyfica  his  accedunt  Mun- 
dani  refponfa.  Oxoniae3  e  Theatro  Sheldoniano,  i  636* 
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amongft  the  Searchers  after  this  sdrca- 
num ,  he  wrote  this  little  Treatife  in 
Latin,  to  which  he  received  an  Anfwer 
in  French  from  Paris ,  and  having  it 
translated  into  that  more  univerfal  Lan¬ 
guage  in  which  his  own  appeared,  pub- 
liihed  it  with  that. 


Who  this  certain  Perfon  was,  %  is 
not  known,  tho’,  that  there  was  an  old 
perfonal  Accquaintance  between  the 
Dodlor  and  this  Mundanus ,  is  manifeft 
from  the  Confeffion  of  the  latter ;  ^ ibout 
twenty  Tears  ago,  fays  he,  in  making 
the  Tour  of  England,  I  came  to  the  fa¬ 
mous  Unwerfty  Oxford  •  during  the 
Jhort  Stay  I  made  there,  I  was  fo  happy 
as  to  become  acquainted  with  you,  and 
in  that  Time  was  thoroughly  fenfkle  of 
the  great  Charge  and  Pains  you  had 
been  at  in  improving  yov.r  felf  in  Chy- 
mif  ry.  Upon  this  Gentleman’s  fecond 

Appearance 


'■  Perhaps  the  fame  who  came  to  John  Frederick 
Helv'etiiis,  at  the  Hague ,  in  1666.  This  Adept  did 
not,  indeed,  make  a  Projection  before  him,  but 
gave  Hehelius  a  Crum  of  the  Stone,  with  which  he 
tranfmuted  Lead  into  pure  Gold. 
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Appearance  in  England  in  167 9, finding 
the  Dodtor  more  addi&ed  to  this  Art, 
than  he  imagined  one  of  his  great 
Pra&ice  could  find  Time  for,  to  give 
him  an  undeniable  Teftimony  of  the 
vaft  Efteem  he  had  for  him,  and  to 
lettle  and  confirm  him  in  the  Belief  of 
a  Probability  of  Succefs  in  the  great 
IP'ork,  he  made  before  him  thole  two 
Projections,  which  he  owns,  in  the  Space 
of  above  forty  Years,  in  which  he  had 
been  an  Adept,  never  to  have  Ihewn 
to  more  than  three  Perfons,  except  the 
Dodlor 


The  Epiftle  to  Mundanus  is  wrote 
by  one  who  leems  to  have  gone  as  far 
as  any-body  in  this  inylterious  Affair, 
except  thole,  who  (if  ever  any)  have 
had  Succefs  •  and,  indeed,  thro’  the 
Whole  there  runs  a  Strain  of  Banter 
and  Ridicule  againft  the  many  Pre¬ 
tenders  to  this  Secret ;  tho’  Mundanus 
is  treated  as  one  really  Mailer  of  it, 
the  Do&or  addreffing  to  him  for  a  So- 
lutipn  of  many  important  Oueftions, 

and 
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and  giving  him  the  Titles  of  Lordfhip 
and  Excellence  •  but  nothing  is  more 
common  than  for  thefe  Cojmopolites  to 
make  themfelves  Noble  where-ever 
they  come  ;  have  we  not  a  frefh  In- 
ftance  in  that  famous  Chevalier  dTnduf- 
trie  Theodore  of  Corjica ,  who  pretended 
to  many  Chymical  Arcana  whilft  he 
was  in  thefe  Parts,  a  my  Lord  in  Eng-- 
land ,  a  Marquis  in  France,  and  a  Gram* 
dee  in  Spain . 

Whatever  Opinion  Dr.  Dickin- 
fon  might  have  had  of  the  Poffibility 
of  fucceeding  before  this  Perfon’s 
coming;  to  him,  ’tis  certain  afterwards 
he  was  fully  convinced  upon  feeing  the 
Experiment  done ;  #  whereupon  he 
gives  us  a-  Defcription  of  a  Man  proper 

to 

*  Nec  potui  fane  quantacunq;  mihi  fuerit  opinio 
de  ifta  re?  quin  aliquoties  animi  penderem  donee  il- 
luftris  ea  demonftrauo  quam  veftra  Excellentia,  bien- 
nio  jam  elapfo  coram  exhibuitomnen  anfam  dubitandi 
mihi  prascidiffeL  And  again  in  another  Place ,  Placuic 
Dominationi  Veftrse  ciaro  experimento  aute  oculos 
fadto  animum  meum  ad  opus  accendere  atq;  etiam 
quaeftionum  mearum  folutiones  (quantum  licerat)  pro** 
niittere. 
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to  become  an  Adept  ;  he  muft  be  fu¬ 
gacious,  and  of  a  quick  Apprehenfion, 
abounding  with  Money,  and  a  good 
Share  of  Health,  indefatigable,  and  able 
to  undergo  great  Watchings,  not  given 
to  Wine  nor  Idlenefs  ;  in  fhort,  one 
who  has  neither  private  or  publick  Bu¬ 
ll  nefs,  fo  as  to  divert  him  from  the  dole 
Application  this  Study  requires  :  But, 
befides  all  thefe  Qualifications,  he  may 
drudge  on  in  vain,  unlels  the  Stars 
propitioufly  influence  his  Labours  *  that 
the  Dodfor  was  thus  favoured  by  the 
Heavens  (tho’  he  never  arrived  lo  far 
as  to  be  an  Adept)  he  himfelf  believes, 
where  he  lays,  S/ve  earn  (Sell  vires- 
imprefjerant ,  Jive  peculiar'/ s  aliqu/s  Ge¬ 
nius  injlillaverat  tam  jirm/ter  inbuerebat 
ammo  meo ,  ut  nullo  contradicentis  afHatu 
percelli  ant  erad/cari  potu/t. 

These  are.  the  good  Qualities  ne- 
ceflary  for  a  Searcher  after  this  Stone, 
but,  when  Matter  of  it,  nothing  will 
be  found  of  fo  great  Service  as  Taci¬ 
turnity  •  Sel  f-prefervation  will  be  a 

Motive 
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Motive  to  this  ;  for  how  many,  alas  ! 
have  been  put  in  Prifon  and  brought 
to  untimely  Deaths,  whom  either 
Ambition,  or  an  Itch  of  letting  Man¬ 
kind  know  how  happy  they  are,  have 
incited  to  blab  out  the  Secret.  The 
Do&or  tells  us  the  Antients  were  not 
io  cautious  in  this  as  lome  Moderns 
are,  for  not  only  the  Egyptian  Priefts, 
but  many  of  the  Laity,  were  pofleljed 
of  it  ;  and  to  fuch  an  Height  was  this 
Gold-making  Art  come  in  the  Reign 
of  Diocletian,  that  the  Romans  began 
to  be  affraid  of  having  them  Yoke 
thrown  off  by  a  People,  who,  by  this 
means,  had  amaffed  fuch  vaft  Treafures  * 
and,  therefore,  that  Emperor  com¬ 
manded  all  Writings  relating  to  the 
Philolopher’s  Stone  to  be  burnt.  Mun- 
danus  is  for  Taciturnity,  as  is  manifeft 
irom  his  communicating,  or  rather  play¬ 
ing  it  off,  but  four  times  in  forty  Years, 
and  lays,  that  Misfortunes  only  happen 
when  People  of  wicked  Dlfpolitions 
get  the  Secret,  whom  either  Avarice 
or  Ambition  fo  far  blind  as  not  to  fuffer 

them, 
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them  to  fee  their  own  inevitable  Ruin, 
by  being  too  free  in  imparting  their 
Knowledge  •  but  when  Perfons  of  up¬ 
right  Lives,  and  pure  Defire,  are 
Matters  of  it,  then  much  Good  arifes 
to  Mankind  :  The  Inftances  he  brings, 
are  Ripley  ||  and  Raymund  Lully  5  the 
former  for  many  Years  facceflively  fent 
to  the  Knights  of  Rhodes  an  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  to  fupport  them  in 
their  Wars  againft  the  Turks  5  and  the 
latter  aflifted  Edward  I.  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  with  Six  Millions  of  Gold,  towards 
carrying  on  the  Croifade  5  from  what 
Manufcript  *  he  has  taken  this  Piece 

of 

I 

Jj  Sir  George  Ripley  was  Canon  of  Bridlington ,  in 
Torkjhire ,  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  fourth,  to 
which  Prince  he  inlcribes  his  Compound  of  Ar chyme 
contesting  twelve  Gates-.  Wherein,  as  the  Editor, 
who  dedicates  it  to  Queen  Elizabeth ,  tells  us  is-con- 
tained  the  right  and  perfedl  Means  of  making  the 
Philofopher's  Stone ,  Aurum  potabile ,  &c.  bht*  in  a 
myfterious  and  unintelligible  Manner.  As  he  is  in 
great  Repute  amongft  the  Adepts,  I  may  hope  for 
Pardon,  if  1  fometimes  quote  his  uncouth  Rhymes. 

*  From  fome  Chronicle  which  no*. body  has  ever 
feen  but  our  Traveller,  from  fome  M.S.  penes  me , 
as  fays  conftantly  that  great  Light  (the  Vatican  reads 
it5  Glow-worm)  of  HaftoYy  Dan.  Neale,  for  tho*,  as 

1  have 
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of  fecret  Hiftory  I  do  not  know,  but 
he  affiures  us  quod  inculpate fidei  Regif- 
tris  innotefcit  ;  the  Reader  mud  judge 
if  this  is  Proof  fufficient  for  fuch  pro¬ 
digious  Accounts,  which  would  not 
have  been  forgot  by  our  moft  noted 
Hiftorians. 

The  many  and  great  Encomiums 
given  by  the  Adepts  to  the  Study  of 
Chymiftry,  the  feveral  Methods  of 
abufing  the  Credulous  by  fraudulent 
Defcriptions  of  the  Way  of  preparing 
the  Stone,  are  Reaions  fufficient  for  the 
Whole,  to  be  deemed  a  Fable  •  People 
of  eafy  Dilpofitions  are  allured  by  the 
pompous,  yet  feemingly  plain,  Manner 
in  which  the  Story  is  told,  till  at  laft 
they  find  themfelves  reduced  to  Penu¬ 
ry  and  Diftrels  in  their  Circumftances, 
and  to  the  Derifion  of  the  whole 
:•  World.  For  thefe  Reafons  the  Doctor 

perfuades 

I  Have  found  fin'ce,  that  Gregory  of  Tholoufe  obferves  / 
that  Lully  affifted  King  Edward ,  yet  he'  fpecifies  no 
'Sum  *,  and  Lully  mentions  his  being  fent  for  by  that 
King,  in  Libro  Tra nj mu t,  Jnimre "but. 'nothing  far¬ 
ther/  '• 
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perfuades  not  to  buy  many  Books  $ 
that  treat  of  this  SubjeiT  ;  they  are 
generally  wrote  in  fo  myfterious  a  Stile, 
that  it  raii'es  the  Curiofity  of  the  Rea¬ 
der  to  attempt  finding  out  what,  when 
known,  gives  him  little  Satisfaction  • 
for  even  thofe  fortunate  Perlons  who 
have  been  (or  rather  would  perfuadeus 
they  have  been)  Matters  of  the  Secret, 
in  their  Writings  communicate  their 
Knowledge  in  fo  fparing  and  obfcure  a 
Manner,  that  little  Infight  or  Inftruc- 
tion  can  be  got  by  reading  them  *  if 
you  confult  Raymuml  Lully,  or  Ripley, 
there  is  nothing;  to  be  learnt  from  their 
unintelligible  jargon.  I  can  give  a 
Specimen  of  the  former’s  Works  from 
a  little  Manufcript  formerly  belonging 
to  the  Dodtor.  The  Motto  to  it  is 


.well  adapted,  Fortier  ilk  facit  qui  Mi - 

fir 


’■  j  ■■  Cj  ^  r_;  ]  •  > 

§  I  made  Solutions,  full  manic  a  one, 

Q,  Spirit',  Ferments,  Salts,  Yron  and  Steele, 
Weening  fo  to  make  the  Philofopher’s  Stone  : 

B  it  ft  nally,  I  loft  every  deele 
After  mv  B  >oks  yet  wrought  I  weele. 

Which  evermore  untrue  I  preeved 

Which  made  me  oft  tuli  lore  agree ved.  Ripley. 
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fer  effe  potejl  *  it  is  dated  February 
1594,  and  runs  thus  ; 

*  Here  begynneth  the  Rofary  of  Phi- 
4  lofophers,  moft  diligentlie  compiled,, 
4  and  brought  into  one  Volume. 

‘  They  which  defier  to  have  the  moft 

*  true  Knowledge  of  the  greater  Science 
(  of  the  philofophical  Arte,  lett  them 
4  diligentlie  perufe  this  little  Booke, 

*  and  oft  tymes  rede  it  over,  and  they 
4  fhall  obteyne  their  profperous  and 
4  wilhed  defier.  Lyften  to  thefe  Things, 

*  you  Children  of  the  antient  Philofo- 
4  phers,  I  will  Ipeeke  in  the  higheft  and 
4  loudeft  Voice  I  can  j  for  I  come  unto 
4  you  to  open  and  declare  the  princi- 
4  pall  State  of  humayne  Things,  the 
4  moft  fecrete  Treafure  of  all  the  Se- 
‘  Crete  of  the  whole  Worlde.  I  will 
4  not  do  it  fanedlie,  but  altogether 
‘  playnelie  and  truelie  :  Wherefore 
4  ufe  you  towards  me  fuch  a  Devotion 
4  of  Hearing,  as  I  fhall  bring  unto  you 
‘  Myftery  of  Do<ftrine  and  Wifdome, 

•  ‘  for 
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c  for  I  will  Ihew  you  a  true  Teftemonie 
‘  of  thole  Things  which  I  have  feeine 
‘  with  my  own  Eyes,  and  felte  with 
‘  my  Hands.  There  ar  many  Men  fo 
i  forward  as  deceiptful  Bofters,  who, 

4  after  grete  Expence  and  Labor,  find 
c  out  none  Effedl:  but  Mifery.' 

This  laft  Sentence  is  fo  true,  that 
I  am  certain  to  find  none  more  proper 
to  ftop  at  ;  tho’,  indeed,  after  lo  pro- 
miling  an  Introduction,  one  would  ima¬ 
gine  the  DoCior  could  not  have  failed 
of  having  the  Key  of  this  Cabinet  •  but 
we  are  certain  he  never  had,  and  this 
he  conlefles,  when  he  lays  to  Munaa- 
nus,  that  altho’  he  knows  in  general, 
what  their  Mercury  is,  *  yet  in  parti- 

H  cular 

*  I  find  a  wide  Difference  between  the  two  great 
Doctors,  Lully  and  Ripley ,  in  this  fundamental  Affair, 
the  former  tells  us,  Circa  illius  Lapidis  generationem 
quatuor  exiguntur  fcilicet  materia  conveniens,  u:  eft 
Sulphur  et  Argentum  vivum ,  et  locus  expediens,  in  quo 
lapidea  vis  naturalis  infunditur,  &:c.  Codicil ;  leu 
Vade  mecum  Lulli,  Cap.  16.  The  latter  acquaints 
us. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  Mercurie  it  is. 

But  not  the  common  called  ^jdckfilver  by  Nam°, 

Bu; 
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calar  he  cannot  tell  what  is  its  moft  in¬ 
timate  Nature,  from  what  it  is  chiefly 
extracted,  or  by  what  Fire  and  Regimen 
it  is  brought  to  its  higheft  PerfetHon  ; 
and  therefore  he  delires  an  Eclaircifle- 
ment  in  this.  And  accordingly  the  firft 
(Tueftion  he  propofes  to  him  is,  What 
is  the  Mercury  of  the  Philolophers  ? 
Which  the  Dc£lor  imagines  is  not  the 
common  Ouickfllver,  that  being  a  Me¬ 
tal  wants  Reduiiion  as  much  as  Gold, 
for  one  Metal  cannot  be  tranfmuted 
into  another,  till  it  is  reduced  to  its 
fir  it  Matter,  that  is,  Mercury, 

The  Hermeticks  call  that  fiery,  vifi- 
cous  Water  their  Mercury ,  with  which 
their  Sun  and  Moon ,  their  white  and 
red  Tincture,  is  impregnated  ;  this  is 
their  Soul  of  the  W7orld,  that  produces 

every 

feut  Mercurie  without  which  nothing  being  is  ; 

All  Philofophers  record  and  truely  faine  the  fame, 
But  fimple  Searchers  putteth  them  to  blame. 
Saying,  they  hid  it,  but  they  be  blame  worthy 
Which  be  no  Clearkes  and  meddle  with  Philofo- 

Phy- 
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every  thing,  §  all  Metals  and  Mine¬ 
rals,  is  the  Caufe  of  Vegetation,  and 
Increafe  of  Plants  and  Trees  *.  Mun- 
danusy  in  the  Anfvver  to  this  Queftion, 
feems  to  afient  to  the  Dobbor’s  Opinion 
in  this,  when  he  fays,  common  Mer¬ 
cury  is  found  only  in  fome  particular 
Parts  and  Mines  of  the  Earth,  our 
Mercury  is  every  where,  there  being 
no  concrete  Body,  or  Element,  in  the 
World  which  has  it  not.  But  I  fhali 
not  dwell  longer  upon  the  Queftions 
propofed  by  the  Doblor  to  this  Adept, 
or  his  Anfwers  •  Alchymy  is  not  the 
Foiblejje  of  this  Age,  there  are  other 

H  a  more 

§  From  thefe  Words,  nec  Ccelo,  nec  Aquis  nec 
Terris  fed  ubiq ;  jacet,  in  the  famous  Epitaph  of  Bologna , 
which  begins  D.  M.  Adlia  Lclia  Crifpis  nec  Fir  nec 
Mulier ,  nec  Audrogyna ,  &c.  fome  of  thofe  many  Cri- 
ticks  who  have  laboured  at  it,  explain  the  Infcription 
as  meaning  the  Philofopher’s  Stone. 

*  Horum  autem  amborum  (Solis  &  Lun£)  partes 
fubtiliffimse  in  aere  conjundtae  conjugatseqj  producunt 
univerfaLem  iftum  Mercurium,  qui  quicquid  eft  quod 
Animae  Mundi,  veinefcio  cui  Colkodow,  vel  Arch^o 
tribui  folet,  id  omne  fuapte  Virtnte  confummat.  llle 
in  profundo  minerales  naturas  excudit  •,  llle  femina 
vegetannum  concitat  atq-,  vegetare,  crefcere  atq-,  fto* 
rere  fade,  60. 


IOO 
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more  flagrant  which  predominate,  and 
require  a  Pen  oj greater  Authority  than 
mine  to  enumerate  and  correct  :  How¬ 
ever,  I  muft  beg  leave  not  to  pals  by 
the  Fire  of  thele  Philofophers,  as  this  is 
what  they  molt  artfully  endeavour  to 
conceal :  Mundanus  tells  us,  The  Work 
is  not  perfected  by  the  common  or  cu¬ 
linary  Fire  ;  and  by  this  inlinuates, 
that  it  muft  be  done  by  a  Spirit,  * 
perhaps  of  Vitriol ,  $  or  Camphire  ft 

(which 

*  Therefore  make  Fire  thy  GlafTe  within, 

-  Which  bnrneth  the  Bodie  much  more  than  Fire 
Elemental,  if  thou  wilt  v/inne 
Our  Secrets  according  to  thy  defire. 

Ripley  in  his  3  d  Gate . 
§  This  Enigma  on  Vitriol  is  in  a  Book  called,  the 
Philojophical  Epitaph  of  IV.  C.  Efqy 

V  I  T  R  I 

*  Vifitabis  Interiora  Terras  Redtiricando  Invenies 
O  L  U  M 

Occultum  Lapidem  Veram  Medicinam 
Mrs.  Stephens's  Powder,  by  which  fhe  affirms,  ffie  dif- 
folves  the  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  has  a  flrong  Taffe  of 
Vitriols  tho’  I  am  not  willing  to  make  her  an  Adept, 
not  finding  any  of  her  Sex,  except  Helvetia  s'  s  Wife, 
upon  Record  amonglb  thele  fpiritualized  Gentlemen. 

F  I  fhall  give  an  Inftance  of  the  furprizing  Power 
of  Spirit  of  Camphire. ,  which  has  been  lately  in  motl 
of  the  publick  Papers.  A  Woman  of  Verona  in  Italy y 
-of  Sixty* two  Years  of  Age,  who  had  been  u fed  to 

wafh 
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(which  latter  I  find  in  a  MS.  of  the 
Doctor’s  own  Hand-writing,  to  be  the 
Bafis  or  Earth  from  whence  the  Powder 
of  Projection  is  extracted)  as  they  deem 
this  one  of  the  moft  profound  Myfte- 
ries  of  Nature,  fo  it  is  the  greatefb  Se¬ 
cret  of  the  Adepts  :  The  Fire  ot  the 
Peripateticks,  fay  they,  is  dry  ;  of 
the  Chymifts,  is  moifi:  5  the  Vulgar 
calcine  and  burn  by  a  culinary  Fire, 
we  by  a  clear  chryftalline  Liquor.  Pon- 

H  3  tanus 

wafh  and  rub  herfelf  every  Day  with  the  Spirit  of 
Camphire ,  to  prevent  Colds  and  Coughs,  was  found, 
on  the  14th  of  March  1731,  near  her  Bed,  burned 
to  Afhes,  all  but  her  Shin-Bones  and  Feet,  and  three 
Fingers  of  one  Hand.  The  Walls  of  the  Room, 
the  Bed3  and  other  Furniture,  were  covered  with  a 
fine,  but  moifi:,  Duft,  \yhich  had  penetrated  into 
the  Chamber  above  it.  Common  Fire  can  hardly 
reduce  fo  large  a  Body  to  Afhes  *,  for  it  has  often  ap¬ 
peared,  that  in  great  Conflagrations,  die  Bodies  have 
been  dried,  fcorched,  and  fomewhat  burned  in  the 
external  Parts,  but  not  entirely  consumed  ;  befides, 
common  Fire  would  have  taken  hold  oft  he  Bed,  Fur¬ 
niture,  and  even  the  whole  Houfe,  none  of  which 
were  damaged.  It  is  therefore  not  unreafonable  to 
conclude,  that  this  poor  Woman  was  confumed  by  a 
Fire,  that  kindled  within  her  own  Body,  proceeding 
from  the  oyly  Particles  of  the  mentioned  Spirits,  ex¬ 
cited  by  Chafing,  and  the  Heat  of  her  Conllitution, 
and  that  fhe  was  conlhmed  in  a  Moment.  Thefe  are 
the  Thoughts  of  Signior  Maffei  and  Father  Beliivaga . 
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tanus  is  brought  as  an  Example,  who, 
after  he  knew  the  true  Matter  of  the 
great  Work,  failed  in  Two-hundred 
Experiments,  before  he  brought  it  to 
Perfection,  becaule  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  proper  Fire. 

I  should  not  do  thefe  Gentlemen 
juftice,  was  I  not  to  give  an  Inftance 
or  two  of  the  fublime  Stile,  in  which 
they  publifh  their  Art.  There  are 
lome  Adepts,  who  allow  that  Man  is 
the  rich  Mine  of  this  mercurial  Sulphur 
or  Matter,  which  is  the  Bafis  of  their 
Stone  i  accordingly  Hat  mo,  in  a  moft 
polite  and  lofty  Strain,  points  out  to 
us  very  plainly  the  Place  from  whence 
it  is  taken  :  He  thus  accofts  the  Sons 
of  Art,  Go,  fays  he,  a  Tip-toe,  with  a 
fower  Phiz,  and  in  great  Silence,  to  the 
back  Part  of  the  World  ( of  the  leffer J 
and  there  ye  jhnll  hear  the  Noije  of 
Thunder,  the  Winds,  roaring,  and  jhall 
Tee  Hail  and  Rain  fall  to  the  Earth  ; 
this  is  isohat  ye  dejire,  and  is  oj  grea¬ 
ter 
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ter  Value  jor  the  ff^ork,  than  any  Mi¬ 
neral  <, whatjoever 

Risum Tene atis  ?  How  can  we 
wonder  that  theie  myfterious  Gentle¬ 
men  hide  by  Equivocations  and  Fi¬ 
gures,  their  Fire  and  more  difficult 
Farts,  when  the  Poftern-gate,  from 
whence  every  common  Porter  fends 
greater  Quantities  oi  their  Balluca , 
than  the  moft  fubtle  Adept,  is  wrapt 
up  in  fo  pompous  a  Drefs?  Is  it  poffi- 
ble  to  read  Io  bombaft  a  Delcription, 
fecretey  morale  W  nm  magno  fikutio  ? 
That  Man  who  could  poke  his  Nofe 

H  4  into 

*  Ite  fecrete  &  morofe  cum  magno  filentio  &  ac- 
cedite  pofteriora  mundi  (fcilicit  parvi)  &  audietis 
tonitrum  fonanrem,  fentietis  ventem  flantem,  &  vi- 
debitis  grandinem  &  pluviam  in  terram  cadentem,  & 
hsc  eft  res  quam  defideratis,  &quse  valore  fuo  omnes 
iapides  montium  mineralium  in  Artificio  Alchemic 
prtecellit,  p.  179. 

Ripley  lings  the  fame  Song,  where  he  fays,  in  his 
Erroneous  Experimens, 

Remember  that  Man  is  moft  noble  Creature 
Of  Earthy  Compofition,  that  ever  God  wrought. 
In  whom  is  the  four  Elements,  proportioned  by 
Nature 

A  Natural  Mercurialities  which  cofteth  right 

nought. 
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into  that  Part  of  the  World  with  Hat - 
mo  s  neceilary  Qualifications,  would 
fcarcely  be  allowed  by  the  Logicians 
animal  rationale ,  #0#  rifbile. 


Of  the  fame  Stamp  is  this  clear  Ad- 
drefs  to  his  Scholars  of  an  Adept  of 
the  laft  Age,  receive  that  which  is  not 
as  yet  perfect,  and  yet  not  wholly  im¬ 
perfect,  but  which  tends  to  Perfection ; 
and  make  out  of  it  what  is  moft  noble 
and  perfeCt  :  We  may  believe  Lully , 
when  he  fays,  that  the  Writings  of the 
Adepts  are  nothing  but  artful  Inventi¬ 
ons  to  keep  the  grand  Work  ftill  a  Se¬ 
cret  j  others  may  fay,  it  is  to  hide 
their  Ignorance  and  Impoftures.  * 

Dr. 

*  The  Titles  to  fome  of  their  Writings  are  as  ex¬ 
traordinary,  as  their  Style  and  Matter  is  unintelligi¬ 
ble,  viz. 

The  Hermetical  Banquet,  dreft  by  a  Spagyrical 
Cook,  for  the  better  Preiervation  of  the  Microcofm. 

Lond.  1652. 

Glauber's  Golden  Afs  well  managed,  and  Mydas 
reftored  to  Reafon.  Lond .  1651. 

Jo.  II ey don's  Exhavarauna  *,  or,  Englifv  Phyfician’s 
Tutor  ;  in  the  Aftrobolifrns  of  Mettals,  Rofiecru- 
cian,  miraculous*  Saphirie  Medecines  of  the  Sun  and 

Moon  » 
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Dr.  Di  Ckinson  was  of  Opinion, 
that  there  is  fiich  a  Thing  as  a  Panacea, 
or  Univerfal  Medicine  5  for,  oblerving 
that  the  bafeft  Metal  can,  by  certain 
Preparations,  be  fo  purged  from  its 
Feces ,  as  to  become  the  moft  pure  and 
valuable  ,  and  this  by  Separation  and 
Maturation,  without  the  Help  of 
the  Stone,  as  I  lhall  Ihew  by-and-by : 
He  thought  it  equally  poffible,  that 
there  might  be  prepared  a  Medicine 
capable  of  totally  eradicating  all  Di- 
ftempers  incident  to  the  human  Body : 
For  many  Spagyrifts,  and  thofe  of  the 
higher  Clafs,  alfert,  that  the  Metallick 
and  human  Body  are  from  the  fame 
Stock,  the  fame  Materia  pritna ,  or 
Mercury ,  and  that,  except  a  little  ear¬ 
thy  Drofs,  and  a  Redundance  of  Wa¬ 
ter, 

Moon  %  the  Aflrolafmes  of  Saturn,  Jupiter ,  &c.  all 
harmonioufly  united  with  his  Pfonthonphanchia, 
Lond.  1 665. 

Geo .  Thor’s  Chieragogia  Heliana,  an  eafie  Intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Philofopher’s  magical  Gold.  To  which 
is  added,  Zoroafter’ s  Cave,  and  Jo.  Pont  anus’s  Epif~ 
tie  upon  the  mineral  Fire*  Lond *  1667. 

Cum  multis  aim . 
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ter,  the  animal  Nature  confifts  of  no¬ 
thing  but  this  Mercury  impregnated 
with  its  Sulphur,  of  which  two,  all 
Metals  confifts ;  and  therefore  con- 
elude  there  is  no  Diftemper  which  can 
befal  the  human  Body,  but  is  to  be 
cured  by  this  Mercury  and  Sulphur ; 
Difference  of  Conftitution,  Strength, 
or  Weaknefs  of  Body,  Complications 
of  Diftempers,  or  fingle,  being  equal¬ 
ly  affedted  by  the  univerfal  Power  of 
this  Remedy,  which,  by  its  great  Pu¬ 
rity  and  Subtlety,  not  only  cleanfes  the 
Blood  to  the  higheft  Degree,  but  by 
the  fame  Facility  with  which  it  heals 
the  Parts,  it  nourifhes  them  •  into 
every  Quarter,  at  the  fame  Time, 
are  difperfed  Phyfick  and  Support 
Mundanus  confirms  an  univerfal  Medi¬ 
cine,  able  to  renew  and  cherifh  the 
radical  Moifture,  fo  as  to  preferve 

'  Life : 

*  The  Powder  and  Draught  by  which  Mrs.  Ste¬ 
phens  has  lately  wrought  fuch  Wonders  in  the  Cure 
of  the  Stone,  fhe  affirms  to  have  this  Quality,  of 
cherifhing  and  nourifhing  the  feveral  Parts  thro*  which 
they  pafs,  while  they  diflolve  and  crumble  away  the 
Stone  in  the  Bladder, 
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Life  :  That  fome  of  the  antient  Spagy- 
rlfls  are  not  ftill  alive  by  the  Help  of 
this  Elixer,  ariies  from  that  appointed 
Term  of  Life  allotted  all  Mankind  by 
the  Creator,  which  they  are  not  to 
exceed.  The  Panacea  can  reftore 
Health  and  juvenile  Vigour,  but  cannot 
lengthen  the  Span  of  Life  ;  and  fome 
who  have  been  thought  dead,  have 
lived  out  their  appointed  Time,  tran- 
fporting  themfelves  from  one  Country 
to'another,  and  changing  their  Names, 
to  avoid  the  Danger  that  mult  follow 

.  O 

the  being  known  to  have  the 
Secret  ;  after  this  Manner,  a°e  “l8‘ 
one  Hrteph'ms  lived  above  a  Thoufand 
Years  ;  and,  altho’  the  Scripture  in¬ 
forms  us  of  the  Longevity  of  the  Pa- 
triachs,  it  is  lilent  as  to  the  Caufe  of 
it  •  but  the  Tradition  which  ftill  fobfifts 
amongft  the  Adepts,  imputes  it  to 
this  Elixir;  the  fame  Tradition  more¬ 
over  aflerting,  that  Enoch,  by  fucceed- 
ing  Generations,  was  known  by  the 
Name  Hermes  ;  that  Cham  difperied 
the.  Knowledge  of  it  over  Egypt ,  fo 
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that  not  only  that  Land,  but  the  Art 
itfelf,  obtained  the  Name  Chemia  cpueji 
Chamia  *.  That  amongft  the  facred 
Writers,  Mofes  $  and  Solomon  *  amongft 
the  Prophane,  Orpheus ,  Empedocles , 
Democritus,  Plato ,  Pythagoras,  Hejftod, 
and  Homer  T,  were  Adepts.  We  muft 
own,  with  this  Gentleman,  that  Chy- 

iniftry 

*  Miwfheu  calls  the  Art  Alcumie  ;  Harris’s  Lexic » 
Tech.  Alchymy ,  and  derives  it  from  the  Arabick  Par¬ 
ticle  At  and  the  Greek  Word  a  Juice  ;  or  from 

yjcuv,  to  melt*,  his  Definition  of  it  is  very  fevere,  Ar$ 
fine  Arte  cujus  principinm  eft  mentire,  medium  labo- 
rare  &  finis  mendicare.  Godins  Rhodogmus  calls  it 
Archymia  qua  ft  ^  d?yvp  yjpLiU,  the  Fufion  or  melting 
of  Silver.  Bochart  will  not  have  it  brought  from 
Chamy  but  Chema ,  which  fignifies  to  hide.  Ab  Ara- 
feibas  Alchymia  non  fcribitur  ut  Chami  nomen  per  Cba 
fed  per  Cheph.  unde  patet  origo  nominis  toties  quaefita 
flee  dum  reperta.  Arabice  nimirum  Chema  eft  occul¬ 
ta!  e  inde  igitur  Chemia  vel  Alchemia  eft  ars  occuka  % 
quo  non  potuitdari  nomen  aptius,  five  rem  ipfam  reft 
picias,  iivedocendi  moduli.  PhalegLib.  4.  Cap.  1* 
But  Dr  .Shaw,  in  his  Travels,  p.  237,  tells  us,  the 
Arabians  write  it  Kymia. 

§  That  unintelligible  Piece  called  the  Tabula  Sma- 
ragdina  Her  metis  y  wherein  the  Art  is  pretended  to  be 
expreffed,  was  taken  (as  many  Adepts  aver)  from 
Mojes’ s  Hijlory  of  the  Creation . 

-f  Had  this  been  fo,  the  Hiftorians,  or,  more  pro¬ 
perly,  the  Saty rifts,  wou9d  not  have  forgot  to  have 
acquainted  us  with  it  *,  neither  Pliny ,  nor  any  other 
Greek  or  Latin  Writer,  as  we  find,  mention  this  Art* 
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miftry  is  an  Art  of  very  great  Anti¬ 
quity  ;  but  that  Alchymy,  or  a  more 
refined  Kind  of  Chymiftry,  was  never 
heard  of,  at  leaft  the  Word  Alchymy, 
till  found  in  Julius  Firrnicus  Mat  emus , 
an  Author  who  lived  under  Conflantine 
the  Great  5  and  therefore  PinciroUus 
places  it  amongft  thofe  Inventions  un¬ 
known  to  the  Antients ;  the  Moors 
had  it  from  the  Egyptians  ;  and  we, 
about  the  Year  1 1 50,  from  the  Arabian 
Moors  in  Spain ;  however,  the  Doclor 
will  have  it,  that  Mojes’s  Skill  in  Chy¬ 
miftry  is  not  to  be  queftioned  from  his 
burning  and  pulverizing  the  Golden 
Calf,  and  giving  it  the  People  to 
drink  j  to  render  Gold  potable,  is  one 
of  the  moft  difficult  Operations  in 
Chymiftry  ;  but  no  more  of  this  till  I 
come  to  the  Doftor’s  next  Work,  his 
Philojophia  Fetus  &  Vera , 

And  thus  much  for  this  famous  Epif- 
tle  ;  I  have  nothing  more  to  fay  upon 
it,  but,  with  Mr.  JPard , 

Mijeris  Juccurrere  difco. 


For 
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For  we  may  obferve  the  Adepts  ftrong 
Advocates  for  his  Pill  and  Drop  *  but 
whether  they  are  compoled  from  the 
fame  Ingredients  the  aurum  potabile 
of  Kamund  Lully  was,  by  a  Draught 
of  which,  when  old,  he  was  reftored 
to  a  youthful  Vigour  ;  *  or  whether 
they  are  not  dilguifed  Mercury  preci¬ 
pitate ,  or  reElijied  Butter  of  Antimony , 
digefted  with  thrice  its  Weight  of  Al- 
chohol,  a  Drop  or  two  in  Sack  being 
an  Emetick,  he  bed:  knows.  I  fuppofe 
he  does  not  expe£f  to  be  flattered,  as 
lo  great  a  Chymift,  who,  from  the 
Cure  of  Metals,  dreams  of  extracting 
a  Quinteflence  from  the  Vegetable  or 
Animal  Mercury ,  capable  of  reducing 
to  their  juft  Temper  all  the  Humours 
and  Qualities  of  the  feveral  Elements, 
ot  which  the  Body  is  compounded. 
This,  by  regular  Phyficians  (not  deeply 

read 

*  The  Europeans  are  not  the  only  People  to  be 
blamed  for  theirFolly  and  Credulity  in  the  Grand 
Elixir  ;  vve  find  in  du  Tlalde' many  Chinefe  Emperors 
poifoned  by  the  Bonzas ,  under  Pretence  of  giving 
them  the  Liquor  of  Immortality  promifed  by  the  Se6t 
otTau. 
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read  in  Alchymy)  is  thought  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  by  none  but  Empiricks  ;  the 
great  Dr.  Boerhaave ,  in  a  molt  accu¬ 
rate  Manner,  overturns  the  Notion  of 
a  Panacea,  and  evidently  lhews,  from 
the  different  Caufes,  Natures,  Effedts, 
and  Seats  of  Difeafes,  that  feveral  may 
be  cured  by  one  Medicine,  but  all,  by 
none:  He  obferves,  that  the  moft 
univerfal  Medecines  known,  are  fVater , 
Fire ,  Mercury  and  Opium ,  and  that 
by  thefe  cautioufly  difguifed,  fbme 
have  acquired  the  Reputation  of  uni¬ 
verfal  Phyficians.  As  Boerhaave  is  thus 
entirely  againft  allowing  a  Panacea,  fo 
is  the  Learned  Mr.  Boyle  far  from  being 
fatisfied  as  to  a  Poflibility  of  the  grand 
Operation,  or  Philofopher’s  Stone  ;  he 
that  has  jeen  it,  fays  he,  has  more 
Reafon  to  believe  it,  than  he  that  has 
not  '*  :  For  many  are  the  Accounts  of 

the 

*  This  is  a  police  Way  of  telling  his  Friend  Doctor 
Dickinfon ,  that  tho’  he  fcarce  believed  the  Thing  pof- 
fible,  yet  he  would  not  queftion  his  Veracity.  How¬ 
ever,  to  fatisfy  the  Curious,  that  they  may  not  be 
impo fed  upon,  but  be  certain  of  knowing  it,  when 
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the  Impoliures  and  Cheats  of  feveral 
pretended  Adepts  ;  they  fix  Mercury 
with  Verdegreaje ,  and  then  colour  it 
deeper  (for  the  Verdegreaje  will  give 
it  a  yellow  Colour)  with  turmerick , 
Cadmia,  &c.  and  thus  would  they  pals 
it  off  for  true  Gold  ;  but  if  you  try 
this  Compofition  by  the  Coppel,  it 
will  fly  away  in  Fumes.  One  would 
imagine  Do&or  Dickinjon  to  have  been 
too  well  verled  in  fuch  Experiments, 
to  be  lo  eafily  impoled  upon,  and  that 
twice  by  the  fame  Perlon,  one  whom 
he  knew  and  kept  a  Correlpondence 
with  5  therefore  we  may  politively 

aver, 

they  fee  it,  I  fhall  give  a  Defer:  ption  of  the  Stone* 
from  one  who  tells  us,  he  law,  and  handled,  feveral 
Pieces  for  almod  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  and  that  is 
the  famous  Helve  tins,  v/hofe  Projection  made  fo  much 
Noife  in  the  laft  Century  *,  after  deferibing  the  Per- 
fon  of  the  Adept,  who  came  to  his  Houle,  he  adds  ; 
In  the  Interim  he  took  out  of  his  Bofom- pouch,  or 
Pocket,  a  neat  Ivory  Bex,  and  out  of  it  took  three 
-ponderous  Pieces,  or  fmall  Limps ,  of  the  Stone,  each 
about  the  Bignefs  of  a  fmall  Walnut,  tranfparent , 
of  a  pale  Brimjlone  Colour,  whereunto  did  ltick  the 
internal  Scales  of  the  Crucible,  wherein  it  appeared 
this  mod  noble  Subftance  was  melted:  The  Value 
of  them  might  be  judged  worth  about  twenty  Tuns 
of  Gold. 
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aver,  that  had  he  not  been  thoroughly 
perfuaded,  that  the  Thing  was  actu¬ 
ally  done  in  his  Prefence,  he  was  a 
Man  of  too  great  Probity,  and  fo 
ftridt  an  Adherer  to  Truth,  as  not 
to  affert  in  the  publick  Manner  he 
does  in  this  Epiftle,  that  it  was  fo. 
Had  it  been  an  Impofture,  nothing  is 
more  eafy  than  to  difcover  it ;  true 
Gold  will  bear  torturing  many  Ways 
in  the  Chymift’s  Fire ;  but  nothing 
can  be  fo  called,  which  has  not  the 
Malleability  and  great  Ductility  of 
that  Metal,  and  elpecially  its  true 
fpecifick  Gravity  5  that  is,  it  muft  be 
to  Water,  as  Eighteen  and  one  Half 
is  to  one,  or  elfe  it  is  certainly  coun¬ 
terfeit. 

We  are  told,  that  there  are  three 
Ways  whereby  the  Alchymifts  have 
attempted  to  arrive  at  the  making  of 
Gold  •  the  firft  is  by  Separation,  for 
every  Metal  yet  known,  contains  fome 
Quantity  of  Gold  ;  only  in  moll,  the 
Quantity  is  fo  little,  that  it  will  not 

I  defray 
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defray  the  Expence  of  getting  it  out. 
The  lecond  by  Maturation,  for  the 
Spagyrifts  hold  Mercury  to  be  the  Ba¬ 
ils  and  Matter  of  all  Metals  ;  and  that 
by  fubtilizing,  purifying,  and  digeft- 
ing  Quickftlver  with  much  Labour, 
and  long  Operations,  it  may  be  con¬ 
verted  into  pure  Gold.  The  third 
Method  is  that  of  tranfmuting,  or  of 
turning  all  Metals  readily  into  pure 
Gold,  by  melting  them  in  the  Fire, 
and  calling  a  little  Quantity  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Preparation  into  the  infufed  Mat¬ 
ter  *,  upon  which  the  Faeces  retire  im¬ 
mediately,  are  volatilized,  burned, 
and  fo  carried  off,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Mafs  turned  into  pure  Gold. 

Whether  this  third  Method  be 
poflible  or  not,  is  not  eafy  to  deny. 
We  have  fo  many  Teftimonies  of  Per- 

lons 

*  Helve  tins,  in  his  Golden  Calf ,  tells  us,  that  an 
Adept  having  prdented  him  with  a  Crum  of  the 
Stone,  no  bigger  than  a  Rape  or  Turnip-Seed,  he, 
with  that,  tranfmuted  fix  Drams  of  Lead  into  the 
foeft  and  fine  ft  Gold,  and  that  it  was  lb  adjudged  on 
Tryal  by  the  Goldfmith. 
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fbns  who,  on  all  other  Occafions,  fpeak 
perfect  Truth,  that  it  is  fomewhat 
hard  to  give  them  the  Lye  in  this  : 
Amongft  thefe  may  be  reckoned  the 
Dodfor,  a  Man  of  that  great  Veracity 
and  Skill  in  Chymiftry,  that  there 
need  be  no  better  Voucher  defired  to 
prove  that  the  Thing  has  been  done. 
Before  I  leave  this  Book,  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  a  necelTary  Attendant  upon 
the  Study  of  Chymiftry  is  judicial 
Aftrology,  and,  indeed,  they  are  fo 
united,  that  you  cannot  advance  one 
Step  in  the  great  Work,  except  in  a 
proper,  planetary  Hour ;  fo  that  to 
make  any  Progrefs  in  the  one,  you 
muft  be  well  verfed  in  the  other : 
Upon  this  Account,  and  thro’  that  Cu- 
riofity  which  fome  Perfons  have  of  de¬ 
firing  to  know  their  Deftiny,  of  which, 
to  be  ignorant,  others  have  thought 
the  greateft  Happinels,  and  are  of  Ho¬ 
race  s  Opinion, 

1  '  ^ 

Til  tie  qua  fieri  sfeire  {tufas)  quern  mihi  quern  tibi 
Finem  Dit  dederit ,  Leuconoe  ;  nec  Baby  Ionics 
Tentaris  numeros- - - 

I  2  For 
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For  thefe  Reafons  Foreman ,  Napier, 
f Rill  tarns,  Lilly ,  and  fuch  Operators, 
were  in  greater  Repute  in  the  laff, 
than  any  of  the  Fraternity  are  in  this 
faithlejs  and  unbelieving  -Rge.  The 
Romans  were  ferifible  of  the  Mifchief 
done  by  thefe  Divers  into  Futurity, 
when,  as  Tacitus  informs  us,  they  ba- 
nifhed  out  of  the  City  all  who  ufed 
Je'wifh  and  Egyptian  Arts  ;  and  En¬ 
nius  fays  of  them,  long  before,  quibus 
dwitias  pollicentur,  ab  iis  drachmam 
petunt  *. 


Judicial 

\ 

*  The  reft  of  thefe  Verfes,  as  we  find  them  in  the 
firft  Book  of  fully  de  Divinatione ,  are  not  foreign  to 
our  Purpofe. 

Non  habeo  denique  nauci  Marfum  augurem. 

Non  vicanos  harufpices,  non  de  circo  Aftrologos 
Non  Ifiacos  conjeclores,  non  interpretes  fomnium  ; 
Non  enim  flint  ii  autfeientia  aut  artedivinei  ; 

Sed  fuperflitiofi  Vates,  impudentefq-,  harioJei, 

Aut  inertes,  aut  infanei,  aut  quibus  egeftas  imperat. 
Qui  fibei  femitam  non  fapiunt,  alceri  monftrant 
viam  *, 

Quibus  divitias  pollicentur,  ab  iis  drachmam  petunt, 
De  his  divitiis  fibi  deducant  drachman,  reddant 
eastern  ; 

Qui  fui  quaeftus  cauffa  fictas  fufeitant  Sententias. 
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Judicial  Aftrology is  not  allowed 
in  the  Schools  as  a  Science,  becaufe 
of  its  Uncertainty,  and  the  wrong 
Foundation  it  is  built  upon ;  for  tho5 
we  agree  that  the  heavenly  Bodies 
have  an  Influence,  upon  the  Terreflial, 
yet,  that  the  one  is  affected  by  the 
other  in  the  manner  thofe  occult  Gen¬ 
tlemen  would  perfuade  us,  is  not  al¬ 
lowed  by  many,  who  have  given  them- 
fel  ves  the  Trouble  of  examining  into 
it  •  firft  of  all,  the  popular  Names 
of  the  Planets  and  Signs  in  the  Zodiack 
have  no  Relation  to,  nor  can  they 
give  us  any  Idea  of  their  Nature  or 
Influence  •  and  yet  we  are  told,  that 
if  an  Eclipfe  fhall  happen  in  a  Con- 
ftellation  human,  as  Gemini ,  Virgo, 
or  Aquarius,  then  Mankind  fhall  be 
affedfed  ;  if  in  a  Conftellation  Beaftial, 
as  Aries,  Taurus,  Cancer,  or  Leo  *, 

I  5  then 

*  In  Gaff ar el  we  find  an  Anfwer  to  the  Queftlon^ 
Qua  re  figna  Zodiac!  animalium  nomina  habent  ? 
Quia  Aries  in  Oves  ^  Taurus*  in  Boves *,  Leo  in  Leo¬ 
nes  ;  Scorpio  in  Scorpiones  ;  Piicis  in  Pifces  ,  Virgo 
in  Virgines  &  Steriles  ?  &  fic  de  cseteris  imperiuro 
habent. 
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then  Beafts  fo  and  fo  called.  If  this 
is  true,  what  are  we  to  think  of  the 
antient  Hebrew  Calculations,  who  re- 
prefented  the  Stars,  either  altogether, 
or  feverally,  by  the  Letters  of 
the  Alphabet,  and  when  all  the  Let¬ 
ters  were  finifhed,  then  they  exprefled 
the  reft  of  the  Stars  by  two  Letters, 
and  durft  not  fancy  the  Figures  of 
living  Creatures,  as  we  do,  for  fear 
of  falling  into  the  Imputation  of  Ido¬ 
latry  ?  The  antient  Arabians  having 
a  Regard  to  the  Zeal  of  the  Hebrews , 
repreiented  what  we  call  Hquarius ,  by 
a  Mule  laden  with  two  Barrels,  Gemini 
by  two  Peacocks,  Virgo  by  a  Sheaf  of 
Corn,  and  fo  on.  The  Egyptians  and 
Perfans  repreiented  the  Stars  only  by 
certain  •  Characters  ;  the  Greeks  were 
the  firft  who  wholly  made  ufe  of  living 
Creatures :  So  that  to  build  any  Hopes 
of  Influence  from  their  Names,  is  too 
weak  to  be  dwelt  any  longer  upon. 
It  is  an  Axiom  of  the  AftroJogers,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Baptifl  Morin,  that  Light 
doth  only  illuminate,  and  nothing  elle ; 

and, 
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and,  it  is  certain,  that  what  they  mean 
by  Influence,  by  which  the  Stars  com¬ 
pel  or  incline  us  to  fuch  Actions,  can 
be  nothing  elfe  but  a  Quality  Juppojed 
to  flow  from  the  Bodies  of  the  Stars, 
the  Effect  of  their  Heat  and  Light ; 
if,  beiides  thefe  two,  they  refer  us  to 
certain  occult  Qualities,  let  them  lhew 
us  what  they  mean  by  fuch,  or  how 
they  can  know  we  are  aflfecFed  other- 
ways  than  by  their  Heat  and  Light, 
which  muff  have  greater  or  lefler  In¬ 
fluence,  as  they  are  at  a  nearer  or 
more  diftant  Situation  from  our  At- 
mofphere  ;  how  is  it  pofhble  than, 
that  any  Man’s  Rife  or  Fall  fhall  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  Influence  of  Saturn  5 
this  leaden  Planet,  whofe  Motion  feems 
floweff,  becaufe  fartheft  from  the 
Earth  and  the  Sun ,  and  confequently 
has  a  greater  Circle  to  defcribe,  re¬ 
volving  round  the  Sun  in  about  twen¬ 
ty  -nine  Years  and  an  Half  ;  he  fhines 
but  with  a  feeble  Light,  by  Reafon 
of  his  Diftance,  which  is  fo  great,  that 
the  Sun  s  Difk,  to  an  Inhabitant  oi 

Iq  that 


I 
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that  Planet,  will  appear  an  Hundred 
Times  lefs  than  it  does  to  us,  and  both 
its  Light  and  Heat  be  diminifhed  in 
the  fame  Proportion  •  that  Man  muft 
therefore  have  ftrong  Faith  to  believe 

O 

that  this  Star  has  fo  much  to  fay,  not 
only  in  the  Rife  and  Fall  of  Empires, 
but  in  the  good  or  bad  Succefs  of  An¬ 
gle  Men.  I  confine  my  felf  chiefly  to 
this  Planet,  becaufe  it  is  afferted,  that, 
from  the  Change  of  Saturn’s,  Abfis  into 
Cancer ,  Mahomet  had  his  Growth,  and 
by  the  Change  thereof  into  Capricorn , 
fhall  at  length  receive  a  final  Deftruc- 
tion  but  here  Dodlors  differ,  fome 
faying  that  Mahomet’s  Downfal  initia¬ 
ted  in  1630  •  others,  who  by  more 
accurate  Oblervations,  found  that  the 
Abfis  of  Saturn  continued  after  that 
Time  for  many  Years  in  Sagittary,  af¬ 
firm,  that  it  entered  not  Capricorn  till 
the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1728,  at 
which  Time  both  Mahomet  and  his  Law 
were  to  be  extirpated  ■  ’tis  ten  Years 

fince 

*  See  the  Works  of  that  famous  Almanack-maker 

Sir  George  Wharton ,  p.  13c, 
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iince  that  Period  is  elafped,  and  both 
Mahomet  and  his  Law  are  in  no  great 
Danger.  And  muft  there  no  publick 
and  extraordinary  Events  happen, 
which  may  be  attributed  to  natural 
Caufes,  but  we  are  to  impute  them 
to  certain  occult  Qualities  and  Powers 
of  the  heavenly  Bodies  ?  Muft  the 
Revolutions  in  Religion,  as  well  as  of 
States  and  Kingdoms, happen  only  under 
fuch  and  fuch  Configurations  ?  There  are 
who  favour  this  Opinion,  and  tell  us, 
that  the  Reformation ,  or  at  leaft  that 
Spirit  of  Deputation  of  fome  of  the 
Enthujiajls  at  the  Beginning  of  the  fix- 
teenth  Century,  was  owing  to  the 
Power  of  fome  malignant  Conftellation  5 
whereas,  to  any  rational  Enquirer, 
there  appear  Caufes  only  natural  and 
iublunary  •  Monkery  and  its  Atten¬ 
dant  Ignorance,  began  to  give  way  to 
Learning,  which  by  all  is  confelled  to 
have  been  at  that  Time  in  great  Re- 
putation  •  the  Arts  and  Sciences  be¬ 
gan  to  recover  and  emerge  from  the 
Deftrudfion  cauled  by  the  Inundations 
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of  the  more  barbarous  Northern  Na¬ 
tions  :  The  Mufes  found  Prote&ors 
in  the  Medici,  the  Head  of  which  Fa¬ 
mily  being  at  that  Time  Pope,  all 
Encouragment  was  given  to  the  Belles 
Lettres,  as  our  Poet  tells  us  in  his 
Efjay  on  Criticifm. 

But  fee  !  each  Mufe,  in  Leo’s  Golden  Days , 
Starts  from  her  Trance  and  trims  her  wither'd 
Bays  ! 

Rome’s  antient  Genius  o'er  its  Ruins  fpread. 
Shakes  of  the  Duff ,  and  rears  its  rev' rend 
Head  ! 

Then  Sculpture,  and  her  Sifer-Arts,  revive. 
Stones  leap'd  to  form,  and  Rocks  began  to  live ; 
With  fweeter  Notes  each  rifng  Temple  rung, 
A  Raphael  painted,  and  a  Vida  Jung. 

Befides  this,  there  was  a  Concurrence 
of  Circumftances  under  the  Pontificate 
of  Leo  X.  which  had  not,  perhaps, 
happened  at  any  time  fo  favourable 
to  inch  a  Defign,  as  may  be  eafily 
perceived  by  thole  who  will  look  into 
the  Affairs  of  Europe  of  that  Time,  to 
which  it  may  be  much  better  attributed, 

than 
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than  to  the  Effects  of  any  noxious  coe- 
leftial  AfpecT :  But  to  obferve  how 
the  Stars  themfelves  muft  fuit  their 
Influence  to  the  Humour  and  Caprice 
of  thofe  that  confult  them.  Dr.  Fid- 
desy  in  his  Life  of  Cardinal  JPolfey 
affluxes  us,  That  Lather  s  Adverfaries, 
who  addicted  themlelves  to  Aflrrono- 
mical  Oblervations,  took  Pains  to  give 
him  a  difadvantageous  Horofcope ,  that 
they  might  defame  him  according  to 
the  Rules  of  an  Art,  which  had  at 
that  Time  fome  great  Names  to  fup- 
port.the  Credit  of  it  •  but  other  learn¬ 
ed  Men,  proved  by  the  Jame  Rules , 
and  r with  equal  Evidence  and  Certainty , 
that  Luther  ought  to  have  been  a 
great  Man.  Is  not  this  Guefs-work 
fufflcient  to  make  any  two  Aftrolo- 
gers  laugh  at  one  another  when  they 
meet,  as  Cato  Arid  of  his  Augurs  ? 

In  the  fecond  Place,  the  whole  Art 
of  Predi&ion  depends  principally  upon 
the  Divifion  of  the  Heavens  into 

twelve 

*  Book  IL  Chap.  vij.  Sed.  ix. 

"•  J  •  •  if  k  -  i  y  * 
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twelve  Houles  •  but  rnay  we  not  fav 
here  with  Ficus  of  Mirandola ,  fPhy 
into  twelve  ?  or  why  is  the  JirJl  Houje 
called  the  Houje  of  Life ,  and  placed 
in  the  Eaft  ?  the  fecond  o  f  Riches,  and 
Jo  on  ?  and  why  are  the  other  Houje s 
called  by  their  Names,  and  difpoj'ed  in 
that  Order  ?  Let  us  hear  the  Anfwer 
of  one  of  their  Authors,  who  was 
alked  this  Queftion  ;  To  enquire,  lays 
he,  for  what  Caufe  fuch  a  Virtue  is 
appropriated  to  fuch  a  Houle,  is  to 
enquire  why  the  Sun  is  light,  Fire  hot, 
or  Water  cold  •  thele  Qualities  de¬ 
pending  upon  certain  intrinjick  Prin¬ 
ciples  unknown,  or  at  lead  very  little 
known  to  us.  What  an  Infight  into 

,  #  c? 

this  myfterious  Affair  do  we  gain  from 
fo  clear  an  Anfwer  •  but  Sir  George 

iHharton  ingenuoufly  con- 
See  his  Works,  f  that  indeed,  all 

p,  195.  7  7  7 

who  have  endeavoured  to 
give  the  Reajons  of  thefe  Houles,  have 
produced  nothing  orderly,  nothing  of 
Truth,  but  meer  Figments  only.  Mo¬ 
rin  lays,  That  God  infufed  the  Know¬ 
ledge 

O 
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ledge  of  the  Divifion  of  the  Twelve 
Houfes  into  Adam ,  from  whom,  by 
the  Cabala ,  it  was  tranlmitted  to  Po- 
fterity  *. 

It  would  be  iomething  more  than 
vain  in  me  to  attempt  pointing  out 
the  feveral  Weaknefles  of  this  Science, 
after  fo  many  great  Men,  efpecially 
Picus  of  Mirandola ,  Alexander  ab  An- 
gel'tSy  Gafjendi,  and  others  •  but  as  the 
two  former  are  thofe  againft  whom 
'John  Baptijl  Morin  chiefly  endeavours 
to  fhevv  the  Certainty  of  Judicial 
Ajlrology ,  aflerting,  That  Gafjendi 
ftole  all  his  Arguments  from  them  * 
and  as  he  lets  aflde  the  many  Figments 
of  Ptolomv  and  Cardan ,  and,  indeed, 
of  all  who  have  gone  before  him,  as 
if  no  Perfon  had  ever  given  the  true 
Reafons  and  Principles  upon  which 
this  Science  was  built,  it  gave  me  feme 

Encou- 

v 

*  Nec  non  divifionem  mundani  fpacii  in  12  Domes 
diverfarum  quoqj  virtutum  :  Haec  enim  humane 
mentis  aciem  fuperare  mihi  videntur,  a  Deo  fine  Ada- 
mo  peculiariter  infafa,  a  quo  per  Cabalarn  devenit 
adpofteros.  Prcef.  Apolog.p.  3. 
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Encouragement  to  perufe  his  tedious 
Folio,  which  I  found  full  of  the  Reve¬ 
ries  of  thefe  Star  Gazers,  and  very  un- 
latisfadlory,  eipecially  where  he  treats 
of  the  Influence  of  the  Stars  ;  which, 
if  he  could  have  plainly  made  out  fo 
to  effedt,  as  they  would  perfuade  us  • 
or,  indeed,  if  he  could  have  told  me 
what  he  meant  by  Influence ,  he  might 
have  had  one  more  Convert  to  his  Opi¬ 
nions  :  We  are  gravely  told  by  him, 
that  Influence  is  diftindt  from  Heat  and 
Light  •  a  certain  hidden  Quality,  a 
formal  Virtue  inherent  in  every  Star, 
befides  its  Elemental,  Ethereal,  and 
Coeleftial  Qualities  •*  how  wife  are  we 
from  fuch  a  Definition  of  thefe  hidden 
Qualities  ?  this  jargon  may  pleafe 

their 


*  Vis  influens  non  fit  qualitas  per  fe  faltem  fenflbi- 
lis,  ut  funt  lux  &  calor  ;  fed  alia  fublimioris  ordinis, 
per  quam  corpus  ipfum  agat  in  hasc  inferiora,  quamq* 
vulgo  abditam  Aftrorum  qualitatern  nuncupant.  In 
quovis  aftro  praeter  Qualitates  Elementales,  AEthe- 
reas  atque  Caeleftes,  illi  a  mixtione  inhaerentes  datur 
formalis  virtusy  quas  formas  fpeciflcas  ipfius  aftri  pro- 
priam  determinat  efficientiam  ;  itaque  influential  no¬ 
mine  hsec  tantum  formal is  virtue  propria  a  nobis  intel- 
ligitur.  Morini  Ajlr.  Gal.  Lib%  12.  Seft,  11.  Cap.  1. 
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their  Difcipl  es,  but  not  any  one  who 
is  a  Lover  or  Scearcher  after  Truth  } 
and  yet  Morin  pretends  to  lafh  the 
Fortune-tellers  of  his  Time,  and  to 
lay  down  certain  Rules,  how  Aftrology 
may  be  reftored  and  extricated  from 
the  Ignorance  and  Folly  of  Impoftures ; 
he  labours  much  to  put  his  own  Senfe 
and  Conftrudtion  on  that  A<ft  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  and  the  Bull  of  Sixtus 
Sfuintus  againft  judicial  Aftrology, 
tho’,  for  fear  he  fhould  feem  too  great 
an  Advocate  for  it,  and  bring  himfeli 
into  a  Praemunire,  he  adds,  ‘  But  let 
i  no  Man  think  I  enforce  or  attempt 
i  any  Thing  againft  the  moft  holy 
‘  Roman  Chruch,  for  I  embrace  not 
‘  only  the  ninth  Rule  of  the  Index 
1  Exjmrgatorius  of  the  Council  of 'Trent, 
‘  but  alio  the  Bull  of  Sixtus  Quintus 
i  againft  fuch  as  profefs  the  vain  and 
1  falfe  Science  of  the  Stars  and  Con- 
i  ftellations.’  We  cannot  wonder, 
when  we  find  a  Council  firft,  and  then 
a  Pope,  taking  Notice  of  this  Science, 
when  fome  have  been  fo  impious  as 


0 
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to  calculate  the  Nativity  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour**  and  others  to  allert,  that,  of 
all  Afpedts,  the  Trine  being  the  moft 

perfe£t, 

*  Cardan  has  been  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  do  this, 
and  fo  vain  as  to  endeavour  to  fupprefs  the  Names  of 
the  Authors  from  whom  he  chiefly  borrowed  the 
Calculation  of  Chtifih  Nativity  ;  Gabriel  Naude ,  in 
his  Judgment  on  Cardan,  gives  us  the  Names  of  four 
Authors,  who,  long  before,  had  been  guilty  of  this 
Impiety.  The  firft  was  Albumazar  ;  then  Albertus 
Magnus  *,  after  him.  Cardinal  Peter  de  alliaco ,  who 
died  under  Pope  Martin  V.  and,  laftly,  Tiberius 
Rufftlianus  Sextus  of  Calabria ,  in  the  Time  of  Leo  X. 
Befides  thefe  mentioned,  I  find  Morin ,  in  his  Aftro- 
logia  Gallica ,  guilty  of  the  fame  Fault  ;  and  our 
learned  John  Gregory ,  of  Chrijl9 s  Church  ;  but  with 
this  Caution,  that  he  did  not  this  as  if  he  thought  the 
Star  of  Jacob  fubjeCt  to  his  own  Firmament. 

Milton ,  indeed,  has  made  Satan  fo  prefumptuous, 
but  will  not  allow  even  him  to  be  fure  and  certain,  in 
his  Predictions  from  the  Stars,  concerning  our  Savi¬ 
our’s  Kingdom. 

- — - - — - If  I  read  ought  in  Heav’n, 

Or  Heav’n  write  ought  of  Fate,  by  what  the  Stars 
Voluminous  or  Angle  Characters 
In  their  Conjunction  met,  give  me  to  fpell. 

Sorrows  and  Labours,  Oppofitions,  Hate 
Attend  thee  ;  Scorns,  Reproaches,  Injuries, 
Violence  and  Stripes  •,  and,  laftly,  cruel  Death  ; 
A  Kingdom  they  portend  thee,  but  what  King-  ' 
dom  ? 

Real  or  Allegoric  I  difcern  not,  $ 

Nor  when,  eternal  fure,  as  without  End, 

Without  Beginning,  for  no  Date  prefixt, 

DireCts  me  in  the  Starry  Rubric  Way. 

Par.  Reg.  B.  4.  line  380, 
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perfect,  is  derived  from  the  Eternal 
Trinity :  As  to  the  firft,  both  Thu  arms 
and  Scaliger  are  of  the  fame  Opinion, 
almoft  in  the  fame  Words,  and  know 
not  whether  to  call  it  an  impious  or 
wanton  Attempt,  in  thus  fubjedting  the 
Lord  of  the  Stars  to  their  Power  • 
and  imagining  him  to  be  born  at  a 
certain  Point  of  Time,  when  that 
TEra  is  ftill '  contefted  ;  fo  that  the 
whole  appears  to  be  a  Conteft  between 
Vanity  and  Impiety.  As  for  the  fe- 
cond,  thele  long-fighted  Gentlemen 
did  not  reflecl  that  judicial  Aftrology 
was  invented  by  the  Chaldeans ,  who 
were  ignorant  of  the  Dodirine  of  the 
Trinity,  from  whom  it  came  to  the 
Egyptians  and  Arabians,  and  fo  to  us. 

This  is  a  proper  Place  to  obferve 
what  the  French  Hiftorians  tell  us,  that 
in  Time  of  Queen  Catherine  de  Medi¬ 
ci  s.  Aftrology  was  fo  much  in  Vogue, 
that  the  moil  inconsiderable  rhino;  was 
not  to  be  done  without  confulting;  the 
Stars.  And  in  the  Days  of  King  Hen- 

K  ry 
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ry  III.  and  IV.  of  France,  the  Predic¬ 
tions  of  Afrrologers  were  the  common 
T  opicks  of  the  Court  Converfation  * 
this  predominant  Humour  is  fufficiently 
rallied  by  Barclay  in  his  Argents  ■  and 
very  probably  was  one  Reafon  why 
Sixtus  Thiintus  publifhed  his  Bull  a- 
gainft  it,  tho’  he  proceeded  in  this, 
as  in  all  other  his  Orders,  with  excef- 
live  Rigour 

O 

i  .  j  *  •  -  .  • 

This,  then,  was  the  Foible  fie  of 
the  lixteenth,  as  Chymiftry  Was  of  the 
feventeenth,  Century  ;  the  wiieft  and 
greateft  Men  of  the  laft  Age  had  the 
W eaknefs  to  run  into  this  Gold-making 

Humour  ; 

*  li  defendit  1’  Aftrologie  Judiciare,  qui  etoit  alors 
en  Vogue  a  Rome,  &  quejques  gens  d’aflez  bonne 
famille  &  protegezpar  des  Cardinaux  furent  condam- 
nez  anx  galeres,  pour  s'etre  amufez,  depuis  ces  de¬ 
fen  fes,  a  cette  Science  imaginaire.  Vie  du  Sixt'e  V. 
par  Gregorio  Leci^  Liv.  6.  They  who  would  lee 
more  of  the  Vanity  of  this  Science,  befides  Cornelius 
Agrippa ,  may  read  the  fecond  Book  of  Barclay's  Ar¬ 
gents  \  the  Articles  Cattho  and  Rug- 
In  his  Bibhotheq,  gieri,  '  in  Bay  As  Dictionary,  and 
ran^oi  c,  p.  4 1 5.  gorreps  Refutation  of  GafJareFs  Work , 
intitled.  Curio  files  inouies  fur  la  Sculpture  Palifmaniqut 
dc  Per  Jans 3  11  or  of  cope  de  P  at  r  larches ,  &  left  are  des 
ejloilcs . 
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Humour  •  it  was  the  Diftemper  of 
the  raoft  refined  Wits  to  be  impoled 
upon  by  thefe  Colmopolites  :  We 
need  bring  no  other  Inftances  than  the 
Emperor  Leopold,  the  King  of  Denmark, 
and  Q.  Ckrtjlwa ,  all  deceived  by  that 
famous  Heretick,  as  well  as  Chymift, 

' 'fofeph  Francis  Borri ,  who,  after  many 
extravagant  Adventures,  falling  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Pope,  with  all  his 
Art  could  not  raife  Gold  enough  to 
blind  the  Eyes  of  the  Fathers  InquI- 
litors,  who  condemned  him  to  perpe¬ 
tual  Impriionment  in  the  Caftle  ol  St. 
Angelo,  where  he  died.  But  we  need; 
not  go  beyond-fea  to  find  a  crowned 
Head  deceived  by  thele  Impoftors  ■ 
Dr.  Tovejy,  in  his  Anglia  Judaica ,  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  Henry  VI.  had  great 
Expectations  from  lome  Adepts,  Who 
perfuaded  that  Prince,  they  had  the 
Secret  of  the  Grand  Elixir ,  whereby 
they  could  do  Miracles  upon  the  hu¬ 
man  Conftitution,  and  tranfmute  all 
Metals  into  pure  Gold:  The  King  rea¬ 
dily  believed  all  they  told  him,  enter  d 

K  2  into 
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into  their  Schemes,  fet:  them  to  work, 
granted  them  a  Patent  of  Protedfion, 
and,  what  is  beyond  all,  had  it  ratified 
by  Parliament.  The  next  Year  he 
publifhed  another  Patent,  wherein  he 
tells  his  Subjedts,  that  the  happy  Hour 
was  drawing  nigh,  and  by  means  of  the 
Stone,,  which  he  fhould  foon  be  Mafter 
of,  he  would  pay  all  the  Debts  of  the 
Crown  in  real  Gold  and  Silver. 

---—Quid  > non  mortalia  peBora  cogis 

Hurl  Jacra  fames  ? 

Before  1  leave  the  Spagyrifts,  I 
muff  obferve  one  thing  more,  which 
is,  tho’  a  Perfon  have  all  thole  Endow¬ 
ments  of  Body,  Mind  and  Fortune, 
which  1  have  mentioned,  and  even  tho’ 
the  Stars  propitioully  incline  (for  com¬ 
pel  they  do  not,  which,  indeed,  wou’d 
be  too  great  an  Encroachment  on  Man’s 
free  Agency)  yet  may  he  drudge  on  in 
the  Smoke  of  a  Furnace  in  vain,  there 
being  a  Tradition  fubfifting  among  the 
Alchymifts  (fufficient  to  deter  the 
boldeft  Jafon  from  attempting  to  carry 

off 
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off  the  Golden  Fleece)  that  they  are 
never  more  at  one  Time  than  twelve 
Adepti,  and  that  their  Places  are  im¬ 
mediately  fupplied  by  others,  when¬ 
ever  it  pleafes  any  of  the  Fraternity  to 
die,  or  rather,  in  their  Style,  to  trans¬ 
migrate  into  foice  other  Place. 

- -Prim  avulfo  non  deficit  alter 

Aureus - — 

What  Hopes  can  we  have  then  of  ever 
poffeffing  this  Crow,  blacker  than 
Blackneis  ?  But  we  cannot  have  thefe 
People  better  ridiculed  than  by  Dr. 
Dickinfon  himfelf  *  for  tho’  he  verily 
believes  Mundanus  had  the  Secret,  and 
a&ually  made  two  Projections  before 
him,  yet,  as  I  obferved  at  firft,  there 
runs  a  Strain  of  Banter  thro’  the  whole 
Epiftle,  ever  laughing  at  thole  Pre¬ 
tenders  to  the  Secret,  when  they  wrap 
up  their  fuperficial  Knowledge  in  diffi¬ 
cult  Phrafes,  efpecially  their  Mercury, 
which  is  called  by  fome,  The  white 
Pipeon  :  the  Crow  blacker  than  Black- 

O  / 
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fiefs  5  the  Peacock. ;  the  Goofe  •  the 
Pheafant  •  and,  by  many,  the  Eagle  ; 
under  theie  Names  they  hide  the  leve- 
rai  Appearances  the  Mercury  is  in, 
thro’  the  Progrefs  of  the  Work.  The 
Doctor’s  Deicription  of  a  Club  of  thefe 
•  profound  Philofophers,  tipling  Porter 
at  an  Hedge-Ale~Houfe  upon  Tick ,  is 
diverting  enough,  with  yellow  disfi¬ 
gured  Countenances,  flunking  Breath, 
and  dirty  Elands ;  lome  with  oozy, 
dropping  Eyes,  and  Tome  with  none, 
but  all  with  torn  Coats  and  empty 
Pockets  *.  Thus  are  the  Perlons  of 

the 

*  Cum  tam£n  ipfi  in  cauponula  nefcio  qua  triobu- 
lari,  in  qua  creditur,  zythurn  bibunt  *,  horum  fane 
vultus  difcolores,  anhehtus  fetidos,  inquinatas  ma- 
nus.  Oculos  partim  Jippos,  partim  erutos,  crume- 
nas  exinanitas,  atq;  vefles  demgm  laceras  &  panno- 
fas,  vicini  frequenter  vident,  p.  44. 

To  this  Defcription  of  thefe  Salamanders  by  the 
Dodlor,  I  muft  not  forget  to  add  that  of  the  Knight 
Sir  Ripley ,  in  his  Gate  of  Putrefaction. 

But  many  Men  be  moov’d  to  worke  after  their 
Fantafie, 

In  many  Subjeds  in  which  be  Ti natures  gay  : 

Both  white  and  red  divided  manually 
To  Sight,  but  in  the  Fire  they  fly  away  : 

Such  break  Boftes  and  Glaffes  "Day  by  Day, 

Empoyfoninp 
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the  great  Matters  ot  the  deepe  ft  My- 
fteries  in  Fhiloiophy,  thefe  the  Entg- 
matiflinubivtigi,  as  the  Dottor  calls 
them,  who,  in  Lee  s  Stile, 

[Falk  ott  Stars ,  and  talk  with  Gods. 

K  4  The 

Empoyfoning  themfelves,  and  lobfing  their  Sights, 
With  Odours,  Smoakes,  and  watching  up  by  Nights. 

Their  Clothes  be  baudy,  and  worne  Thread-bare, 
Men  may  them  fmell  for  Multipliers  where  they  go. 
To  file  their  Fingers  with  Corofives,  they  do  noc 
fpare, 

Their  Eyes  be  blear’d,  their  Cheeks  lean  and  blowe. 
And  thus,  for  had  I  will,  they  fuffer  Lofs  and  Woe  : 
And  fuch,  when  they  have  loll  what  was  in  their 
Pnrfe, 

Then  doo  they  chide,  and  Philofophers  fore  doo 
curie. 

To  fee  their  Iloufes,  it  is  a  noble  Sport ; 

What  Furnaces,  what  Glafies,  there  be  of  diverfe 
Shapes  ; 

What  Salts,  what  Powders,  what  Oyles,  Waters  fort ; 
How  eloquently  (le  materia  prim  a  their  Tungs  doo 
clap  * 

And  yet,  to  find  the  Truth,  they  have  no  hap  ; 

Of  our  Mercuric  they  meddle,  and  of  our  Sulphure 
vive. 

Wherein  they  dote,  and  more  and  more  unthrive. 

For  all  the  while  they  have  Philolophers  bene, 

Yet  cou’d  they  never  know  what  was  our  Stone  *, 
Some  fought  it  in  Dung*  in  Urine,  lbme  in  Wine, 
Some  in  Starre-fiyme  (for  Thing  it  is  but  one) 

In  Blood,  in  Egges  *,  fome,  kill  their  Thrift  was  gone. 
Dividing  Elements,  and  breaking  manie  a  Pot, 
Sheards  multiplying,  but  yet  they  hit  it  not. 
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The  Lofs  to  Society  would  not  be 
great  of  thefe  Individuals,  who  are 
ever  in  the  Smoak  of  Charcoal  ;  but 
the  Mifchief  they  do  is  great  in  im- 
pofing  upon  and  feducing  the  Weak 
and  Credulous  •  how  many  have  been 
fo  infatuated,  as  to  {pend  their  Youth 
and  Fortune  by  their  Perfuafions,  in 
hunting  after  the  Grand  Elixir ,  or  the 
Stone  (there  being  a  great  Difference 
between  thefe  two)  who,  in  their  old 
Age,  have  been  reduced  to  Poverty, 
and  had  nothing  left  to  confole  them, 
bat  the  comfortable  Refledlions  of  how 
many  times  they  have  been  within  a 
few  Moments  of  Succefs,  when  Crack  ! 
all  is  gone  and  vanished  on  a  fudden  * 
and  what  remains  to  begin  again  with, 
but  a  few  Cinders  and  broken  Cruci¬ 
bles  P  And  yet,  if  we  may  believe 
Helvetius ,  neither  fo  much  Time  or 
Money  is  to  be  confumed  as  People 
imagine  ;  for  his  Elias  tells  him,  that 
all  the  Operation  of  the  mo  ft  noble 
Elixir ■  ofPhilofophers,  is  done  and  per¬ 
formed 
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formed  in  a  Crucible,  from  the  Begin¬ 
ning  to  the  very  End,  in  an  open  Fire, 
and  all  the  whole  Work  is  no  longer, 
from  the  very  firft  to  the  laft,  than 
four  Days  ;  and  the  whole  Work  no 

more  Charge  than  three  Florins  :  and 

' 

that  neither  the  Mineral  out  of  which, 
nor  the  Salt  by  which,  it  was  per-> 
formed,  was  of  any  great  Price  ;  and 

Ripley  fays, 

One  Thing ,  one  Glajfe?  one  Furnace ,  and  no 
moe. 

Behold  this  Principle  if  he  doo  take , 

And  if  be  doo  not ,  then  let  him  goe. 

For  he  Jhall  never  thee  rich  Man  make * 

If  ever  this  falls  into  the  Hands  of 
an  Adept,  with  what  Indignation  will 
he  retort  upon  me,  a  Scrap  of  Latin 
they  are  mighty  fond  of  prefixing  to 
their  Books,  Die  mi  hi  per  Deum  im~ 
mortalem ,  quid  ejl  inquius ,  quarn  lit 
oderint  homines  quod  ignorant  ?  But, 
however,  tho’  one  may  inveigh  againft 
the  Word  Chymiftry,  when  the  Ara- 

bick 
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hick  Particle  Al  goes  before  it  ;  yet? 
when  it  has  in  view  nothing  but  what 
is  founded  on  the  Rules  of  natural  Phi- 
lofophy  and  true  Medicine  •  when  it 
only  attempts  to  fhew  us  the  real 
Powers  and  Virtues  of  fenfible  Bodies, 
without  wandering  after  Romance  and 
Conjehtures,  it  is  highly  Praife-wor- 
thy  ;  and,  by  thofe  furprizing  Experi¬ 
ments  made  in  it,  malt  fill  the  Mind 
of  every  Inquirer  after  Truth,  with  the 
greateft  Veneration  for  the  wonderful 
Author  of  Nature. 

It  was  in  this  Manner  the  Doctor 
employed  his  Knowledge  in  the  Art 
ej  Analyjing  Bodies  by  Fire  ;  he  found 
out,  by  the  great  Number  of  Expe¬ 
riments  he  made,  feveral  Medicines, 
Elixirs,  and  Drops,  as  Cowley  lings. 

The  Search  it f elf  rewards  the  Pains, 

So  tho'  the  Chymifi  his  great  Secret  mifs  ; 

Yet  Things  well  worth  his  Toil  he  gains. 

And  does  his  Charge  and  Labour  pay , 

With  good  unfought  Experiments  by  the  way. 

This 
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This  can  be  attefted  by  no-body  bet¬ 
ter  than  a  certain  Poor  Knight  of  iKind- 
Jory  formerly,  as  far  as  I  know,  the 

Doclor’s  Luws  *.  Thefe  Medecines, 

.  7 

tho'  they  may  have  been  diverted  from 
coming  thro’  their  proper  Channel  to 
the  World,  yet  ought  to  have  that 
]uftice  done  them,  as  to  go  under  the 
Name  of  their  true  Author. 

Upon  King  J  ames's  Abdication, 
the  Dodtor,  who  neither  approved  his 
Meafures,  or  his  Religion,  being  now 
advanced  in  Years,  and  afflicted  with 
the  Stone,  fo  confequently  unable  to 
crofs  the  Seas  and  attend  King  Willi¬ 
am ,  refigned  his  Warrant  as  Phyfician 
in  Ordinary,  and  retired,  both  from 
Court  and  his  Practice.  During  his 
Recefs  from  Bulinefs,  he  reviled  (or 
rather,  many  Sheets  of  the  firft  Copy 
having  been  unfortunately  burned,  he 
began  again)  a  Book  which  he  had  a 
long  Time  deftined  for  the  Prefs,  but 
by  this  Cafuality  was  deferred  till  the 

Year 

*  Blow  Bellows,. 

\  ' 
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Year  ijoz,  when  it  appeared  under 
the  Title  Phyfica  Vetus  §s?  Vera  *  •  it 
was  dedicated  to  his  very  good  and 
honoured  Friend  Archbilhop  Tennljon. 

With  what  Regret  fhould  any  one 
read  that  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  II. 
Wit  and  Pleafure  were  in  greater 
Vogue  than  Wifdom  or  Prudence  in 
Matters  of  Religion  :  The  Nation  was 
lo  overjoyed  for  the  Reftoration  of  the 
Royal  Family  ;  Men  of  Senle  were  fo 
dilgufted  at  the  Way  of  riling,  during 
the  Ufurpation,  by  canting  Prayers, 
and  feektng  the  Lord,  as  the  grand  Hy¬ 
pocrite  termed  it  ;  and  from  the  many 
fpotted  Sedfaries  fpawned  at  that 
Time,  who  covered  their  Deformity 
under  the  deceitul  Veil  of  a  leeming 
Aufterity  of  Manners,  that  they  fell 
from  one  F,xtremity  to  another,  from 

the 

/ 

^  D.  Edmundi  Dickinfoni,  M.  D.  Phyfica  Vetus 
Sz  Vera  :  five  Tradatus  de  Naturali  veritate  hexa- 
meri  Mofaici,  per  quam  probatur  in  hiftoria  Crea- 
■  tionis,  turn  Generationis  univerfas  Methodum  atqj, 
Modum,  turn  verae  Philofophias  principia  ftridirn 
atq*,  breviter  a  Mole  tradi.  Londini  1702. 
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the  Height  of  enthufiaftick  Rapture, 
and  a  certain  Precifenefs  of  Deport¬ 
ment,  to  a  DiiTolutenels  of  Morals, 
and  from  thence  into  Scepticifm  and 
Infidelity.  The  long  Strides  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholick  Religion  took  in  the 
fucceeding  Reign,  did  not  more  con¬ 
tribute  towards  confirming  the  Minds 
ot  Per  forts  unfettled  in  their  religious 
Sentiments  •  its  moil  zealous  Devotees 
were  obferved  to  be  too  much  in  love 
with  Power  and  Riches,  to  fhew  they 
had  nothing  but  the  Good  of  Men’s 
Souls  at  Heart ;  and  the  Pomp  and 
Ceremony  of  it  (eipecially  when,  in 
their  Memory,  there  had  been  fo  great 
a  Rarrennefs  of  both  as  to  leave  little 
Order  or  Decency  remaining)  and  that 
chiefly  in  regard  to  Pictures  and  Ima¬ 
ges,  could  gain  no  fofter  Appellation 
for  it  in  this  Regard  from  feme  Per- 

O 

fons,  than  a  refined  Heathenifm.  Upon 
thefe  Accounts  many  People,  who  had 
neither  Will  or  Capacity  to  enquire 
into  the  Truths  and  Certainty  of  their 
Religion,  falfely  imagined  it  a  politi¬ 
cal 

'  *  *  i  *  %  ■ 


142  The  LIFE  of 

cal  Contrivance  of  Crafty  Men,  to  awe 
and  curb  the  Vulgar  ;  and  therefore  it 
was,  that  they  who  profeffed  not  to 
believe  in  a  Self-exiftent,  intelligent 
Being,  infinitely  Wife  and  Powerful, 
as  Creator  of  the  Univerfe,  were  io 
much  followed.  I  fhall  here  (hew  who 
thefe  were  that  gained  Profelites  to 
their  impious  Tenets  ;  and,  indeed, 
to  manifeft  how  greatly  we  are  in¬ 
debted  to  the  Antients,  we  need  only 
have  Recourfe  to  the  feveral  Hetero¬ 
dox  Opinions  of  Iome  of  the  moft  no¬ 
ted  Philofophers  of  the  laft  Age :  The 
Glory  of  Invention  is  relerved  in  a  ve¬ 
ry  few  Things  to  the  Moderns,  even 
Harvey's  Circulation  of  the  Blood  §y 
and  Newton  s  Gravity  and  Httraldion, 
are  thought  of  longer  ftanding  than  the 
Age  of  thofe  two  great  Men. 

The 

§  The  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  according  to  Vof- 
fius ,  in  his  Var .  Obferv.  p.  70,  71.  has  been  known 
in  China  4000  Years  and  Pere  le  Compte  tells  us, 
they  have  made  Obfervations  in  Medecine  for  the 
fame  Number  of  Years,  and  that  there  is  lomewhat 
furprizing  in  their  Skill  in  Pulfes.  Lit.  S. 
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The  Syfhem  adopted  by  Mr* 
Hobbes  *  (betides,  that  he  borrowed 
much  from  Spinoza ,  the  firft,  as  is 
luppofed,  who  reduced  Atheilm  into 
a  Syftem  by  regular  Deductions)  that 
there  is  no  Subftance  diftindh  from 
Matter,  is  forced  to  be  fupported  by 
the  antient  Dodfrine  oi  the  Hylozoics, 
who  held,  that  all  Matter,  as  Matter, 
is  indued,  not  only  with  Figure  and  a 
Capacity  of  Motion,  but  alio  with  an 
actual  Senfe  or  Perception,  and  wants 
only  the  Organs  and  Memory  of  Ani¬ 
mals  to  exprefs  its  Senfation.  With¬ 
out  having  Recourfe  to  thefe  abfurd 
Notions,  Mr.  Hobbes  rrmft  be  gravelled 
how  to  account  for  the  Difficulties  a- 
lifing  from  the  Impoffibiiity  of  Senfe, 
or  Confcioufnefs,  being  morally  the 
EfFeCf  of  Figure  and  Motion.  -The 
Spinozijis  believe,  that  Nature  pro¬ 
duced  this  World  neceiTarily,  and  from 
all  Eternity  •  this  they  took  from 
Strata  of  Lampfacus  :  The  Soul  of  the 

World, 

*  Sec  Univerjal  Iftjlory ,  by  Sale  and  others. 
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World,  an  Opinion  lb  common  among 
the  Antients,  and  which  made  the 
chief  Part  of  the  Stoic  Syftem,  is,  at 
the  Bottom,  the  lame  with  Spinoza  ; 
only  his  is  more  impious,  they  allow¬ 
ing  God’s  Knowledge  and  Providence 
to  be  univerfal,  he  denies  both.  I 
fhall  forbear  raking  any  farther  into 
the  Filth  of  thefe  Notions  •  this  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  fhew,  that  there  was  no  im¬ 
pious  or  ridiculous  Sentiment  of  the 
Ancients,  which  has  not  been  adopted 
by  fome  Modern.  There  is,  indeed, 
one  more  Perfon  whom  I  cannot  omit, 
who  has  not  wanted  his  Difciples,  and 
that  is  Monfeur  des  Cartes  *  he  follows 
Epicurus  in  making  Matter  and  Mo¬ 
tion  the  Principles  of  Nature  ;  fup- 
pofing,  however,  the  Being  of  a  God, 
who  both  created  the  Matter,  and  im- 
prelfed  the  firft  Motion  upon  it  ;  but 
then,  after  this  Motion  once  begun, 
and  the  Wheels  fet  a  going,  he  leaves 
this  vaft  Machine  to  the  Laws  of  Me- 
chanifm,  which  effect  all  Things,  both 
Coelefhal  and  Terreftial,  without  any 

Afliftance 
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Ailiftance  from  the  fir  ft  ImprefTor. 
Thefe  being  the  Men  whole  Senti- 

O 

ments  were  fo  prevalent  in  the  laft 
Century,  it  is  no  wonder  if  we  find 
the  Mojaick  Cofmogony ,  and  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  Account  of  the  Hexaemeron  fo 
negledfed.  Every  one  muft  allow  thefe 
fufficient  Reafons  for  the  Dodtor  to 
publiflr  this  Book  ;  and  he  hints  at 
thefe  in  his  Epiftle  Dedicatory  ;  for,  as 
fuch  blafphemous  and  horrid  Opinions 
were  every  where  dilfeminated,  a  Vin¬ 
dication  of  what  Moj'es  delivers  to  us, 
was  of  great  Ufe,  to  ftrengthen  People 
in  the  Belief,  that  in  the  Beginning  God 

'  00 

created  the  Heaven  and  the  Earth ,  to 

inftil  into  them  a  greater  Veneration 

O 

and  Refpecf  for  that  molt  ancient  of 
Books  the  Pentateuch ,  and  for  what 
is  contained  in  it,  as  true  and  of  un¬ 
doubted  Authority,  than  for  any  little 
Quibbles  and  nice  Diftindtions  of 
Knowledge ,  falfely  Jo  called ,  or  the 
ftale  and  exploded  Opinions  of  the 
antient  Heathens  and  heterodox  Chrijl- 
ians ,  newly  vamped  up  by  the  wicked 

L  Deft  o  ns 
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Defigns  of  cunning  Sophifts,  who  nd- 
ver  think  themfelves  in  their  meridian 
Glory,  'till  they  have  found  out  fome- 
thing,  which,  as  they  believe,  ftrikes 
at  the  Fundamentals  of  our  Creed,  tho’ 
generally  at  the  Expence  of  Senle  and 
Reafon,  as  well  as  the  utter  fubverting 
all  Revelation.  Of  this  Nature  are 
thole  late  impious  Collections  of  the 
Moral  Philofopher ,  who  ranks  Mofes 
witn  Homer,  TEfop  and  Ovid,  avert¬ 
ing,  he  wrote  in  the  fame  oratorial  and 
dramatick  Way  with  the  former,  and 
that  his  Writings  are  not  to  be  taken 
in  an  obvious,  literal  Senle,  without 
fuppofing  him  more  fabulous  and  ro- 
mantick  than  any  of  the  Heathen  Poets , 
or  Mythologijls. 

We  may  here  complain  of  a  Vice 
among!!  the  Learned,  which  chiefly 
arifes  from  their  Vanity,  proving  ol 
dangerous  Confequence,  when  it  falls 
among  weak  or  impious  Perfons.  This 
is  the  Deflre  thev  have  to  darken  and 

W  J 

perplex  Matters,  which  feemed  before 

very 


Numb .  xxi.  14, 
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very  evident,  on  purpofe  to  fhevv  their 
Skill  and  Knowledge  in  clearing  Points 
from  thole  Subtleties  and  Diftinctions, 
in  which  they  themfelves  have  involved 
them  :  This,  fure,  is  purpofely  to  leek 
after  what  is  fuperfluous,  and  lole  what 
is  neceffary.  Of  this  Nature  are  thofe 
Objections  railed  by  Monjieur  le  Clerk 
again  ft  the  Pentateuch,  afterting,  That, 
as  Modes  refers  us  to  the 
Book  of  the  fVars  of  the 
Lord ,  lo  is  it  reafonable  to  believe, 
that  the  Hiftories  we  read  in  the  Pen¬ 
tateuch,  have  been  extracted  from  an- 
tient  Books  compiled  by  private  Per-, 
Ions  ;  and  that,  from  inch  Memoirs. 
Mojes  collected  the  Accounts  he  gives 
us  of  thofe  Times.  One  would  think 
this  done  with  a  Delign  to  depreciate 
and  invalidate  the  Works  of  that  great 
Law-giver,  did  we  not  afterwards  find 
that,  in  a  Diftertation  prefixed  to  his 
Commentary  on  Genejis,  he  anfwers  the 
chief  Arguments,  by  which  he  pre- 

L  2  tended 


* 


Sentimens  des  quelques  Theolo  x  de  Holland, 
Let.  6, 
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tended  to  prove  that  Mofes  was  not 
the  Author,  and  at  laft  acknowledges 
him  for  the  true  and  undoubted  Author 
of  thoie  Books  that  go  under  his  Name. 
Here  is  his  Vanity  of  fhewing  his 
Learning  gratified  •  but  the  Oueftion 
is,  whether  he  has  not  done  more 
Harm  by  the  Objections,  than  Good 
by  anfwering  them?  for  no  one  can, 
with  Realon,  fay,  that  the  Sceptick 
fhould  have  his  Doubts  increaled,  or 
the  Inficlel  fupplied  with  Artillery  ; 
befides,  a  great  Part  of  Mankind  is 
fo  weak,  either  by  Nature,  or  Edu¬ 
cation,  as  not  to  be  able  to  diftinguifh 
true  Reaionincr  from  falfe  Argument 
and  Sophiftry  •  were  we  lure,  indeed, 
that  they  would  read  the  Anfvver  to 
the  Objections,  there  would  be  Rea- 
fon  to  rejoice,  in  Hopes  of  their  being 
convinced  •  but  as  thele  Perions  love 
to  perule  whatever  flatters  them  in 
their  fatal  Errors,  whatever  favours  of 
Infidelity,  and  naufeate  what  would 
open  their  Eyes,  and  fhew  them  their 
Folly,  he  might  have  employed  his 

Pen 
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. '  t 

Fen  another  Way  to  as  good  a  Pur- 
pole. 

And,  indeed,  we  have  no  great 
Occalion  for  Fere  Simon,  or  le  Clerc,  to 
tell  us,  that  the  Books  of  Mojes  have 
had  lome  Addition  made  to  them  * 
the  Interpolations  at  the  End  of  Deu¬ 
teronomy  are  manifeft  to  every  one  ; 
for  it  would  be  abiurd  to  fuppole  Mo¬ 
jes  the  Author  of  the  Account  of  his 
own  Death  and  Burial,  or  the  Cornpa- 
rifon  between  himfelf  and  the  fucceed- 
ing  Prophets  in  Jjrael.  Thele  Paffa- 
ges  are  attributed  to  Nehcmah,  or  ra¬ 
ther  Efdras,  *  who,  on  the  Return 
from  the  Babylomjh  Captivity,  at  the 
Command  of  the  Tirfhata  Nehemiah , 

L  3  collected 


*  Efdram  deprevata  eorrexiile,  re cen faille  renoVafle. 
Saliani.  Anna!  Ecciej.  Epitome,  p.731. 

At  the  end  of  Deuteronomy,  in  the  Syriack  Verfion  of 
Walton’s  Polyglot,  eve  find  thefe  Interpolations  ajcribed 
to  Jofua  j  Continentur  in  ifto  volumine  legis,  verfus 
bis  mille  feptingenti  nonaginta  fex.  Totus  vero  liber 
ifie  legis  complebtitur  verfus  fexdecim  mille  nongen- 
tos  &  fex  •,  fcdtionibus  centum  viginti  fex  compre- 
henfos.  Compofitus  luit  a  Mole,  difpofitus  vera 
atqj  abfdutus  a  Jofua  filiq  Nun  ejus  miniftro. 
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collected  and  publifhed  the  Books  of 

Mofes. 

As  the  Pentateuch  treats  of  the  • 
Beginning  of  Time,  fo  it  is  the  moft 
antient  of  Books  ;  and  certainly  the 
Prefervation  of  thefe  authenick  Re¬ 
cords  of  Antiquity,  is  only  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  Goodnefs  and  provi¬ 
dential  Care  of  Almighty  God.  The 
Want  of  genuine  Accounts  of  the  Rife 
and  Beginnings  of  States  and  King¬ 
doms,  occafioned  the  fir  ft  Divifion  of 
Timfe  among  the  Heathens  into  the 
Unknown,  and  is  a  very  good  Argu¬ 
ment  againft  the  Eternity  of  Man¬ 
kind  •*  it  was  the  conftant  Complaint 
of  their  Poets  <$  and  Hiftorians,  who, 

accordingly, 

*  Praeterea  fi  nulla  fuit  genitalis  origo 
Terrai  &  casli,  ferfiperq;  seterna  fuerunt. 

Cur  fupra  bellum  Thebanum  &  funera  Trojae, 

Non  alias  alii  quoq;  res  cecinere  poeta3  ? 

Qui  tot  fadavirum  toties  cecidere  neq;  ufquam 
iEternis  fam$e  mpnumentis  infita  florent  ? 

Verum  lit  opinor  habet  novitatem  fumma,  recenfq; 
Natura  eft  mundi,  neq;  pridem  exordia  cepit. 

Lucret.  Lib.  V. 

§  Nondum  flumineas  memphis  contexexe  biblos. 

'  Noverat, 
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accordingly,  having  nothing  certain  to 
guide  them,  blindly  followed  their 
own  chimerical  Fancies,  as  have  done 
the  more  modern  Hiftorians  •  who, 
when  they  are  not  able  to  prove  their 
People  aborigines,  labour  much  to 
bring  them  from  the  Egyptians,  Greeks , 
or  Trojans  •  the  Wettern  Monks,  in 
their  Chronicles  and  Legends,  have  ge¬ 
nerally  cholen  the  latter  as  the  Foun- 
-  tain  from  whence  they  deduce  1110ft  of 
the  Nations  in  Europe  •  accordingly 
Geoff ry  of  Monmouth'' s  Brutus  the  Tro¬ 
jan  s  coming  into  Mbion,  has  had  his 
Supporters.  The  Aiiertion  of  Eluni- 
bald,  that  the  Franks  went  from  Troy 
under  the  Condudh  of  Francio,  towards 
the  Pahs  Maotis,  juft  about  the  Time 
that  TEneas  went  for  Italy,  where 
they  fixed  and  built  the  City  Sicarn- 
bria,  and  at  laft  removed  into  Germany 
under  Marcomir ,  the  Son  of  Priamus, 

L  4  and 

Noverat,  in  Taxis  tantum  voluerefip  feraeq; 

Sculptaq;  fervabant  magicas  animalia  linguas, 

Lucan.  Lib.  Ill 

See  a]  To  in  Lucian,  where  he  fpeaks  of  Homer  in  his 
Praife  of  Demojihenes. 
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and  Sunno ,  the  Son  of  Antenor ;  has  at 
length  been  exploded  by  the  French 
Hiiiorians.  The  Spaniards ,  indeed,  fay, 
they  had  a  Succeffion  of  twenty-four 
Kings  from  Tubal ,  before  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  Troy  ;  and  that  from  Iberus ,  the 
Son  of  Tubal,  they  were  called  Iberi  : 
But  of  all  thele  romantick  Accounts, 
there  is  none  that  can  vye  with  the 
Scottijh  Hiftorians,  For  don  and  Heblor 
Boethius  (the  fuppofed  Forger  of  the 
Chronicle  of  Veremundus ,  now  no 
where  to  be  found)  they  would  afiure 
us,  that  Gathelus ,  Son  of  a  certain 
Fung  of  sdthens ,  went  into  Egypt  and 
married  Scot  a,  the  Daughter  of  Pha¬ 
raoh  Cingeris ,  or  Capacyront ,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  Red  Sea ,  (and  here, 
at  laft,  we  find  the  Egyptian  Name 
of  this  Pharaoh#  about  which  there 
has  been  much  DiiTention  amongft  the 

<D 

Learned)  that  Gathelus  afterwards 
fettled  in  Portugal ,  from  him  called 
Portus  Gatheli  •  from  whence  a  Co¬ 
lony  oi  that  Race  tranfported  itfelf 

into 
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into  Ireland ,  and  another  into  Scot¬ 
land. 

As  the  Druids  were  the  antient 
Hiftorians  of  thefe  Parts  of  the  World, 
and  as  they  committed  nothing  Reli¬ 
gious  or  Hiftorical  to  Writing,  the 
moft  fhameful  Thing  in  thefe  fabulous 
Accounts  is  their  Pretence  to  have 
extracted  them  out  of  Antient  Annals 
and  Records  faithfully  preferred  ; 
whereas  the  Truth  and  Sincerity  of  the 
great  Roman  Hiftorian,  would  have 
been  an  ingenuous  Excufe  for  their 
not  thinking;  themfelves  obliged  in 
Honour  to  their  Country,  to  have 
coyned  fuch  inconfiftent  Fables,  where 
he  fays,  Rarre  per  ea  tempora  Liters?, 
ana  cujlodia  fidelis  memorise  re-rum  gej- 
tarum ,  Liv.  1,  6.  But  thefe  Writers, 
to  gain  Credit  to  Forgeries,  leem  to 
have  adopted  a  Maxim,  which  they 
would  have  alfo  infufed  into  their  Rea¬ 
ders,  L$uo  magis  objcurum  opertum ,  eo 
folennius  atq ;  mner-abilius.  This  may 
be  faid  particularly  in  the  Diiquilitions 

concerning 
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concerning  the  Druids ,  and  that  from 
the  Oak  of  Mature  (whence  they  teli 
us,  that  Tree  in  after  Ages  became  fo 
facred)  down  to  the  Dilcovery,  about 
an  Age  ago,  of  the  famous  Urn  of 
Chyndonax ,  Prince,  or  Chief,  of  the 
Druids  5  however,  in  this  we  may 
be  certain,  that  there  were  no  Hifto- 
ries  in  Writing  left  by  the  Druids  ;  it 
was  contrary  to  their  Inftitutions,  and 
therefore  we  may  obferve  with  Bijbop 
Stilling  fleet,  in  his  Orig.Britannicce,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  repugnant  to 
their  Difcipline,  than  the  1 50  Tradh 
of  the  Druids ,  which  St.  Patrick  is 
laid  to  have  call:  into  the  Fire,  and 
which  Mr.  Poland  fo  much  laments. 

Passing  over  the  extravagant  Ac- 
counts  of  the  Chinefe ,  and  their  Book 
Ye-kim ,  or  as  Du  Plalde  writes  it,  I- 
King ,  compofed ,  as  <we  are  told ,  by  Fo¬ 
ld  p-  Founder  of  their  Empire ;  the 

Author 

*  P-ere  du  II aide ,  in  his  Chinefe  Hift on,  p.  135, 
fays,  the  Uncertainty,  with  Regard  to  the  Length  of 
the  firft  (even  Reigns  of  die  Chinefe  Monarchs,  has 

induced 
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Author  of  greatelf  Antiquity,  next  to 
Mofes,  of  whofe  Works  there  are 
any  Remains,  appears  to  be  Sanconia- 
tho ,  a  Phenician ,  whofe  Cofmogony 
approaches  the  neareft  of  any  to  the 
Mofaick  ;  he  giving  us  the  Defen¬ 
dants  of  Cain,  as  the  Je<voiJb  Hiftorian 
does  of  Seth ,  opening  to  us,  at  the 
lame  Time,  the  Origin  and  Increale 
of  the  Heathen  Idolatry  •  he  is  faid  to 
have  taken  his  Account  out  of  the 
Writings  of  Thoth, T  the  Mercurtus 


induced  him  not  to  commence  the  fexagenary  Cycles 
before  the  Reign  of  Tau ,  the  eight  from  Ft  -hi  *,  from 
which  Tau  they  pretend  their  Chronology  is  certain  ; 
if  fo,  upon  a  Companion,  we  fhall  immediately  fee 
how  much  we  fallfhort  of  the  Chinefe  Antiquity. 

Tau  began  his  Reign  2337  _ 

The  Flood  was  2349  (  Years  before  Chrift. 

The  Exodus  of  the  Ifraetites  1491) 

If  this  Account  is  true,  Fo-hi  muft  have  been  before 
the  Flood  thany  Centuries,  and  the  Chlneje  cannot  fuf- 
hciently  be  commended  for  having  fo  early  a  fixed 
Rule  for  the  Computation  of  Times,  without  which 
it  is  impoffible  any  Nation  fhould  have  an  exadl  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  antient  SuccefTion  of  their  Kings  ;  for 
this  Reafon  it  has  been  fo  often  objected,  that  the 
Greeks  had  no  certain  Hiftory  before  the  Olympiads . 

T  Tboot ,  EFgyp.  Mercurius  feu  Mars 

Teutates  Gallis.  Bochart.  Canaan. 

Scipio  in  tumulum  obverfus  quern  Mercurium 
Teutatam  appellant.  Liv.  Lib.  26. 
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trifmegijlus  •*  others  aftert,  From  cer-» 
tain  Pillars  erected  in  Egypt  by  Sethy 
perhaps  the  lame  mentioned  by  Joje- 
phus.  A  Fragment  of  this  Phenician 
Hiftory  is  preferred  by  Eufeblus ,  trans¬ 
lated  and  commented  upon  by  the 
learned  Bilhop  Cumberland,  to  which 
I  refer  the  curious  Reader,  after  re¬ 
marking  that  Mr .Dodivell  is  of  Opinion, 
that  as  loon  as  the  Hiftory  of  Mofes 
had  been  tranllated  into  Greek,  and  fo 
made  common  to  the  learned  Men  of 
neighbouring  Nations,  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  rival  it  by  pretended  Anti¬ 
quities  of  their  own,  that  fo  they 
might  not  come  behind  a  People,  who, 
till  then,  had  been  lo  oblcure  ;  and 
Dr.  fVotton ,  in  his  Refletlions  on  anti- 
ent  and  modern  Learning ,  thinks  that 
this  Notion  of  Mr.  Dodwelh s  may  help 
to  give  a  very  probable  Account  of 

thofe 


*  Tully  de  Nat.  'Deor.  mentions  Five  Men  of  this 
Name.  The  Books  we  have,  of  which  he  is  the 
fuppofed  Author,  were  wrote  by  a  Flatonick  Chrif- 
rian  about  200  Years  after  Chrilt,  tho*  Cudworth 

V  \  * 

thinks  otherwife. 
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thofe  vaft  Antiquities  of  the  Egyptians, 
pretended  to  by  Manetko. 

Moses  wrote  Five  Hundred  and 
Forty  Years  before  Homer  5  Two 
Hundred  before  Sancomatho ,  accord¬ 
ing-  to  Bochart  :  Three  Hundred  and 

o  / 

Fifty  before  the  Troian  War,  and  a 
confiderable  Time  before  the  Apotheojis 
of  many  of  the  Heathen  Gods.5* 

Havi  NG  premifed  thus  much  in 
general  concerning  the  Writings  of 
Mokes,  I  come  now  to  the  DoQor’s 
Book,  of  which,  according  to  my 
defigned  Brevity,  I  fhall  give  only  a 
fin  all  Sketch,  beginning;  at  the  twen- 
tieth  Chapter,  where  he  treats  in  par¬ 
ticular  of  that  Law-giver  •  whom,  if 
we  find  every  way  qualified  for  fo  great 
a  W ork  as  An  Account  of  the  Creation , 
we  fhall  more  readily  and  chearfuily 
confide  in  what  he  has  delivered  to  us 
To  fry  that  he  was  an  infpired  Wri¬ 
ter,  and  with  EJdYas  or  Jojua,  at  the 

;  End 

*  Hales’s  Primitive  Origin,  p.  137, 


Heb.  iii.  5. 
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End  of  Deuteronomy ,  that  no  Prophet 
.  arofe  fince,  in  Ilrael, 

Deut.  xxxiv.  10.  7.,J  ^  j.  .  7 

like  unto  htm,  whom 
the  Lord  knew  Face  to  Face  j  that 
Mojes  was  faithful  in  all  his  ( God's  J 
Houfe  5  or,  as  the  Author  to  the  He¬ 
brews  paraphrales  upon  that  Pallage, 

faithful  in  all  his  Houfe 
as  a  Servant  j  for  a  Tef 
timony  of  thofe  Things  which  were  to  be 
Jpoken  after.  This  will  give  little  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  to  an  unbelieving  Age  •  Per- 
lons,  indeed,  who  have  any  Senfe  of 
Religion,  will  rejoice  at  fuch  glorious 
Proofs  of  his  divine  Million  ;  but  the 
Sceptick  mu  ft  have  another  Account 
of  his  Capacity  •  and  this,  I  think,  the 
DoCtor  has  fufficiently  given  us,  and 
therefore  lhall  haften  to  it. 


It  is  certain,  lays  he,  that  Mofes 
had  many  and  great  Opportunities  of 
rendering  himfelf  not  only  a  moft  pru¬ 
dent  Governor  of  his  People,  but  alio 
capable  of  giving  them  a  moft  wife 
and  learned  Hiftory  of  the  Origin  of 

Mankind  : 


Edmund  Dickinson,  M.D.  159 

Mankind  ;  for  whether  we  confider 
/ 

him  as  brought  up  at  the  Egyptian 
Court,  and  aftewards  educated  at  the 
College  at  Diojpolis ,*  the  moft  famous 
in  that  Country,  or  whether  we  look 
upon  him  as  a  General  conducting  an 
Army  of  Egyptians  againft  the  Ethio¬ 
pians, §  which  furnithed  him  an  Occa- 
lion  ot  learning  from  that  antient  Na- 
tion,  what  was  moft  worthy  the 
Knowledge  and  Curioftty  of  lo  great  a 
Man  5  or  if  we  refleCt  that  he  was  an 
Exile  in  the  Land  of  Madian  forty 
Years,  and  there  in  a  continued  and 
learned  Correfpondence  with  the  wife 
Men  of  Arabia ,  Idumea ,  and  perhaps 
of  Phenicia  •  and  laftly,  whether  we 
lee  him  a  King  in  jejhurun ,  who, 
whilft  he  led  his  People  thro'  the 
Wildernels,  alfembled  from  Afjyria  (as 
Tradition  tells  us)  and  other  Quarters, 
Perlons  the  moft  remarkable  for  their 
Knowledge  and  Experience,  that  by 

their 

§  No -Ammon  the  Hebrew  Name  of  Thebes  MfpyphA 
(wherein  Ha?n ,  or  Ammon ,  was  worfhipped)  is  by  the 
'Greeks called  A/gs^a/*.  Cumb.  Phen.  Rift,  p,  157, 

§  Euicb.  P  1 1£  p.  Evan.  Lib.  9.  Cap.  4, 
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their  Converfation  there  might  be  no¬ 
thing  wanting  to  his  Improvement  in 
all  kinds  of  Wifdom.  If  we  only  re¬ 
gard  him  in  this  Light,  we  muft  con- 
fefs  he  was  excellently  quallified  for 
Com  poling  the  Hiftory  he  has  given  us, 
and  that  his  Book  of  Genejts  is  fo 
wrote,  as  not  to  admit  the  lead:  Doubt 
concerning  the  Truth  of  the  Matters 
of  Fact  contained  in  it. 

But  altho’  we  fhould  not  allow  the 
Mofaick  Account  of  the  Cofmegotiy  to 
have  been  dictated  by  divine  Infpira- 
tion,  yet  we  muft  efteem  it  the  lame, 
which,  by  a  continued  Tradition,  was 
handed  down  to  them  by  their  Fore¬ 
fathers,  and  accordingly  fo  received  by 
tlie  mod  learned  of  the  Jevoifi  Nation  : 
This  will  plainly  appear,  when  we  re¬ 
flect  how  few,  and  how  faithful,  the 
Perfons  were  who  intervened  between 
Adam  and  Mojes  ;  thefe  were  no  more 
than  fix,  viz.  MethaJeJam ,  Noah ,  Sem, 
Ijaac ,  Jojeph  and  Amram  :  Adam  was 
alive  when  Methujelam  was  Two  Hun- 
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dred  and  Forty  Years  old,  and  certainly 
this  Father  of  Mankind  inftru&ed  him 
in  that  Account  of  the  Cofmogony  which 
he  had  received  from  God  *  at  the 
Death  of  Methufelam ,  Noah  was  Six 
Hundred  Years  old,  and  whatfoever 
this  Antediluvian  Father  communi¬ 
cated  to  Noah ,  was  explained  without 


Son 

of 


M 


*  This  Number  may  very  well  be  reduced  to  five, 
as  Sem  was  near  an  hundred  Years  old  at  the  Death  of 
Methufelam  *,  but  let  us  hear  Hugh  Broughton ,  who, 
in  his  Treatife  of  Melchifedek ,  proving  him  to  be  Sem9 
fays  thus,  *  All  that  is  fpoken  of  Melchifedek  fhineth 
4  in  Sem's  Caufe;  And  it  cannot  be,  that  any  other, 

4  then  alive,  fhould  be  thought  equal  in  the  Kind.  Sem 
4  is  the  Honour  of  Kings  for  Antiquity  and  Juftice* 

6  ended  his  dwelling  at  Salem,  whence  Religion  fprang 
4  to  our  Fathers ;  was  the  worthieft  Sacrificer  to  his 
4  God ;  was  unborn  in  the  World  now  ;  undead  in 
4  the  Memory  of  moft  that  faw  him  blefTe  Abraham  *, 
4  undying  in  Defcription  of  his  Age  ;  befides  the 
4  Manner  of  Spech  before  uled  to  the  Aftonifhment 
4  of  Men  *,  Sem,  only,  coulde  tell  Abraham  and  Ifaak 
4  the  Storyes  of  Adam  from  the  Mouth  of  Lantech , 
4  and  his  Father  Methufelah :  Only  by  the  Jews 
4  Graunt  againft  the  Jews  can  be  brought  a  Keeper  of 
4  the  Worlde  from  TohUy  by  his  own  Ear’s  Tefti- 
4  mony,  as  knowing  the  Law  of  Fayth  before  Abra* 
*  ham  *  In  another  Part  of  the  fame  Book  he  fays, 
4  By  em ,  Abraham  and  Lot  might  inftrudt  Ifaaky 
4  who,  by  them,  might  be  brought  to  fee  SemS 


i6z  The  LIFE  of 

of  Noah,  to  Abraham  (perhaps  to  Jfaac, 
for  he  was  fifty  Years  of  Age  before 
the  Death  of  Sent)  from  Ijaac,  or  ra¬ 
ther  from  Jacob,  by  means  of  his  Son 
Jofeph  •  Amram  the  Father  of  Mofes, 
received  the  true  Account  of  the  Crea¬ 
tion,  preferred  by  a  moft  faithful  and 
interrupted  Tradition,  as  delivered 
from  the  firff  Man. 

Moses  being  invefted  with  the 
forementioned  Qualifications,  and  ha¬ 
ving  fuch  an  Account  given  him,  was 
very  capable,  as  he  was  a  good  natu¬ 
ral  Philofopher,  of  judging  whether 
it  might  be  authentick  and  agreable 
to  the  Nature  of  the  Things  genera¬ 
ted,  efpecially  as  he  was  verfed  in 
Chymifiry  and  Aftrology  ;  this  is  a 
fair  Opportunity  of  displaying,  not 
only  the  Antiquity  fo  much  contro¬ 
verted  by  fome,  but  the  great  Repute 
of  the  Doifor’s  favourite  Paflion  ;  and 
here,  indeed,  he  endeavours  to  prove 
to  us,  by  the  following  Examples,  that 

the 
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the  ff-ewijh  Law-giver  was  deeply 
read  in  this  Science. 


First  Mofes  himfelf  informs  us, 
And  he  took  the  Calf  which  „  , 

r  7  7  7  J 7  7  hxoa.  xxxii.  20, 

they  had  made ,  and  burnt 
it  in  the  Fire ,  and  ground  it  to  Powder , 
and  ft  rewed  it  upon  the  iVater ,  and 
made  the  Children  of  Ilrael  drink  of  it. 
The  Impoffibility  of  doing  this  by  a 
common  or  culinary  Fire,  how  fierce 
foever,  is  certain  •  as  is  the  Poffibility 
of  its  being  pulverized  in  a  fhort  Time 
by  a  Phyfical  or  Chymical  Fire,  only 
known  by  the  Adepts  ;  for  Gold  be¬ 
ing  thrown  into  a  certain  Powder  or 
Liquor,  immediately  becomes  a  Pow- 
der  dillolvable  in  Water  This  Me- 

M  z  thod 


*  Harris  in  his  Lexicon  Tech,  calls  the  aurum  pola - 
bile  of  the  Alchymifts,  an  Impofture  $  but  in  Cham¬ 
bers  we  find  partly  the  Method  of  making  it,  which 
is  by  reducing  Gold,  without  any  Corrofive,  into  a 
Gum  of  Subftance  like  Honey  ;  which  Gum,  lleeped 
in  Spirit  of  Wine,  acquires  a  ruby  Colour,  and  is 
called  Tindure  of  Gold.  An  Ounce  of  this  Tin  dure, 
mixed  with  fixteen  Ounces  of  another  Liquor,  is 
called  aurum potabile,  becauie  of  its  Gold  Colour,  ajid 
is  faid  to  be  lovereign  in  feveral  Diftempers, 
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thod  Mofes  muft  have  certainly  taken, 
as  moft  agreable  to  that  confummate 
Wifdom  he  was  Mafter  of,  as  well  as 
to  the  Circumftances  in  which  we  find 
him  in  the  Wildernefs ;  nor  are  we  to 
doubt  that  he  who  lived  Forty  Years 
in  Egypt,  and  as  many  amongft  the 
wife  Arabians,  who  were  perfectly 
well  verfed  in  Chymiftry,  fhould  be 
ignorant  of  the  moft  fecret  Ways  of 
analyfing  and  diftolving  Bodies  :  He 
who  was  learned  in  all  the  Wifdom  of 
the  Egyptians ,  was  certainly  inftruCted 
in  an  Art,  which,  at  that  Time,  flou- 
rifhed  in  Egypt. 

I  CANNOT  but  obferve  here,  that 
the  Rabbins  have  not  failed  launching 
out  in  this  wide  Field,  which  the 
Golden  Calf  opens  to  them ;  their 
fruitful  Inventions  find  Matter  enough 
for  many  ftrange  Conjectures  :  Some 
who  imagine  it  not  to  have  been  pul¬ 
verized  by  a  Chymical  Arcanum ,  tell 
us  it  was  of  Wood  gilt,  and  lo  eafily 
reduced  to  Powder;  others,  that  it  was 

of 


t 
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of  folid  Gold,  which  Mofes  threw 
whole  into  the  River,  that  all  the  Peo¬ 
ple  might  drink  of  the  Water  as  it  ran 
over  the  Image  ;  a  third  Sort,  tho’ 
they  cannot  tell  how,  are  willing  to 
believe  that  it  was  burnt  to  Aihes, 
and  ground  to  Powder  5  becaufe  of  the 
wonderful  Effed  they  lay  it  had  upon 
the  Guilty  •  which  was,  that  when 
Mofes  had  caufed  the  IJraelites  to  drink 
of  that  Water,  wherein  he  had  mixed 
the  Alhes  of  the  Golden  Calf,  the 
Alhes  ftuck  to  the  Beards  of  fuch  as 
had  fallen  down  before  it,  by  which 
they  appeared  with  gilt  Beards,  as  a 
peculiar  Mark  to  diftinguith  the  Inno¬ 
cent  from  the  Offender. 

CalmeT  owns  himlelf  alhamed  to 
mention  fuch  a  Rabbinical  Imperti¬ 
nence  f  but  Salian  very  gravely  gives 
us  the  Story  pj.  fo  that  for  once  we 

M  3  find 

*  Commentaire  literal  fur  PExode,  Chapxxxii.  20. 

■f  Sicut  in  facrificiis  zelotypise,  aquse  amariflimas 
nihil  innocentibus  nocebant :  ita  certe  rei  aureis  pro- 
minebant  labiis,  quibus  innotefccbanr  perculToribus  & 
csedebancur.  Annal.  Ecclef  Saliani  Epitom,  p,  240. 
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find  a  Jejuite  more  credulous  than  a 
BenediCline but  as  Scripture  is  the 
beft  Interpreter  of  Scriptue,  let  us  fee 
if  we  can  find  no  Pafiage  that  will 
make  this  more  plain  ;  in  Exodus  xxxii. 
we  find  a  Reference  to  Deuteronomy  ix« 
21.  where  it  is  laid,  And  /  took  your 
Sin ,  the  Calf  which  ye  had  made,  and 
burnt  it  with  Fire,  and  ftamped  it,  and 
ground  it  very  fmall,  eveti  until  it  was 
as  fmall  as  Duft ;  and  I  cajl  the  Dujl 
thereof  into  the  Brook  that  defended  out 
of  the  Mount .  Here  Mojes  adds  to 
what  we  find  in  Exodus,  which  Addi¬ 
tion  plainly  Ihews  us  that  he  ftamped , 
or  pounded,  it  in  a  Mortar  ;  Bochart  and 
and  Calmet  ||  are  both  of  this  Opinion, 
and  the  Doctor  confefles,  Gold  is  to 


* 


II  He  gives  us  the  following  Verfion,  as  he  lay s, 
verbatim  from  the  Hebrews  l9  ah  pris  te  veau^  &  je 
l\ai  bride  dan  les  feu  •,  &  je  I’ai  bien  frappe  dans  le 
rnortier:  je  I’ai  moulu ,  jufque  a  ce  qu'il  ait  etc  fait  me¬ 
nu  comme  de  la  pouffiere.  Com  men.  Liter,  fur  I’Exode, 
The  Syriack  Verfion,  Walton ,  in  the  Polyglot , 
tranflates  thus  *,  Et  fumens  Vitulum  quern  fecerant ,  com - 
buffi t  eum  igne  &  limavit  eum  lima,  quoad  comminutus 
effet  quafi  pulvis ,  &  fpar gens  fcobem  ejus  fuper  faciem  <z- 
i qua,  po  turn  dedit.  genii  Ifraeliticce . 
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be  reduced  to  Powder  this  Way,  but 
that  it  would  require  great  Time,  and 
an  infinite  Number  of  Hands,  and  many 
Steel  Mortars  •  which,  he  believes, 
were  not  to  be  found  amongfi  the  IJ- 
raelites  in  their  then  Situation,  W hat- 
ever  Difficulties  there  may  be  fiarted, 
when  the  pulverizing  the  Golden  Calf 
is  mentioned,  it  is  certain  Gold  Duff 
was  common  amongfi:  the  Antients. 
Jojephus  *  tells  us,  that  the  young 
Beaux  of  Solomon  s  Court  ufed  to  pow¬ 
der  or  ftrew  it  in  their  Hair. 

.  j  .  .  *  : 

Th  e  fecond  Proof  is  taken  from  the 
Place  where  Motes  mentions  the  Holy 
anointing  Oil,  and  the  Compojltion  of 
the  Perfume  •  the  Doctor  alledges  the 
Impoffibility  of  fuch  a  Quantity  of 
Spices,  the  lmalleft  Computation  allow¬ 
ing  it  to  amount  to  Sixty  Two  Pounds, 
mixed  up  with  no  more  than  One  Hin 
(about  f  ive  Quarts)  of  Oil  Olive,  e- 
ver  to  be  liquified  ;  but  by  one  who 
muft  have  been  an  expert  Chymifi,  as 

M  4  Mofes 

*  Jofeph.  Antiq.  Book  VIII.  Chap.  vii. 
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Mofes  was,  or  Bezaleel  and  Aholiah , 
thole  two  who  were  given  him  as  Af- 
liftants,  who  were  jilled  with  the  Spirit 
_  ,  of  God ,  in  Mft  iom  and  Un- 

xLxoa.  xxxi.  4.  J,  n  t  J  7  •  -r 

derjtandtng ,  and  tn  Know¬ 
ledge ,  /"«  ^//  manner  of  IVorkman- 

jhip ,  to  devije  cunning  fForks,  to  work 
in  Gold ,  /«  Silver ,  Brafs. 


There  was  not  required  lefs  Skill 
in  the  Compofition  of  the  Perfume  5 
which  .  confifting  of  Stalde ,  Onicha , 
Galhanum ,  and  Frankincenfe ,  of  each 
a  like  Weight,  could  not,  by  the  com¬ 
mon  Methods  of  the  Perfumer  or  Apo¬ 
thecary,  be  ever  made  capable  of 
emitting  an  agreable  or  grateful 
Smell.  I  fhall  dwell  no  longer  on 
this,  not  having  met  with  any  Com¬ 
mentator  as  yet,  who  imagines  there 
was  required  extraordinary  Knowledge 
to  make  thele  two  chymical  Prepara¬ 
tions.  Befides,  are  we  fure  we  know 
the  feveral  Ingredients  ?  I  fhall  only 
mention  one  in  each  Preparation,  to 
fhew  that  we  may  be  miftaken  in 

more : 
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more  :  The  Cinnamon  *,  for  Inftance, 
one  of  the  Ingredients  in  the  Oil,  is 
by  fome  rendered  the  Aloe  ;  the  Cin¬ 
namon  of  the  Antients,  which  grew  in 
Arabia ,  is  loft  5  the  Baflard  Cinnamon , 
called  Kaneel,  which  the  Dutch  bring 
from  the  IJland  of  Ceylon,  (the  antient 
Taprobana,  and  the  Ophir  of  Solomon) 
has  neither  the  Colour  or  Virtues  as¬ 
cribed  to  that  of  the  Antients  :  In  the 
Perfume,  we  find  there  was  Onicha  ; 
fome  think  this  was  an  aromatick  Root, 
others,  Bdellium  •  others  the  Shell  of 
a  Fifh.  Mofes  would  have  thefe  com¬ 
pounded  after  the  Art  of  the  Apothe¬ 
cary,  or,  as  it  is  in  the  Margin  of  the 
Perfumer  5  which  fhews,  they  were  not 
unknown  to  the  Egyptians ;  for,  altho’ 

th§ 

*  Cinnamon  was  fo  fcarce  in  Galen’s  Time,  that; 
he  fays  no  Man  had  any  but  the  Emperour.  Lib. 
1.  de  Amid.  What  the  Italians  call  Canella,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  Cajfia  Lignea  of  the  Antients  ;  tho9 
dome  think  the  thicker  Bark  the  Caffia ,  the  thinner 
Bark  Cinnamon  *,  but  Pancirollus  fays,  we  have 
no  Knowledge  of  the  true  Cinnamon ,  nor  yet  of  the 
Xylo -Cinnamon,  or  Wood  of  the  Tree.  The  Method 
the  Arabians  take  to  get  Cinnamon ,  is  as  extraordinary 
as  any  thing  that  is  told  by  that  Father  of  Hijlory 
Herodotus ,  in  his  3d  Book* 
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the  Romans  *  and  Greeks  had  no  aro- 
matick  Spices  or  Frankincenle  in  their 
Countries,  and,  confequently,  it  was 
late  before  they  offered  them  to  their 
Gods  ;  yet,  from  this  Perfume  men¬ 
tioned  by  Mofes ,  we  find  it  was  of 
long  {landing  among  the  Arabians  and 
more  Eaftern  People  5  becaufe  the 
Products  ot  their  leveral  Countries. 
It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  o fi¬ 
ler  ve,  that  the  Do£tor  having  endea¬ 
voured  in  his  Delphi  Phenicizantes ,  to 
prove,  that  Mofes  and  Bacchus  p  were 
the  fame  Perfon,  we  alio  find  Ovid  af- 
Cribing  to  Bacchus  the  Invention  of 

Perfumes 

*  Quis  primo  invenerit  unguenta  non  tradkur  : 
Illiacis  temporihu?  non  erant,  nee  Thure  fupplica- 
batur.  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  Lib.  13.  Cap.  1. 

•f*  Both  VoJJius  and  Bochart  are  of  Opinion,  that 
much  of  the  antient  Mythology  was  taken  from  Scrip¬ 
ture,  efpecialiy  good  part  of  Bacchus's  Story  from 
Mofes ;  but  the  latter  part  of  thefe  Writers  is  not  fo 
entirely  fatisfied  in  it,  as  to  make  Mofes  the  Pheni- 
ctan ,  or  Egyptian  Bacchus ,  tho*  the  former  does. 
Non  inde  tamen  collegerim  cum  viro  magno  ( Voffio ) 
Mofem  effe  Phcenicum  &  JEgyftiorum  Bacchum .  Boch. 
Can.  Lib.  1 .  Cap.  18. 

The  famous  Monfieur  Huet ,  in  his  Demonftratio 
Evangelic  a )  is  more  fanguine  in  thefe  Matters,  aflert- 
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Perfumes  and  Incenfe,  as  well  as  the 
bloody  Sacrifices  *. 


Thirdly,  The  Antiquity  of  Chy- 
ipiftry  is  manifelt,  fays  the  Do&or, 
from  that  Text  in  Genejis , 

A  fVindonx)  (halt  thou  make  en' V''  1 
to  the  Ark.  The  Word  Tjohar ,  ren¬ 
dered  Window,  is  found  no  where  in 
the  Bible  in  that  Senfe,  except  in  this 
one  Place,  in  the  eighth  Chapter  and 
fixth  Verfe,  where  it  muft  neceflarily 
mean  a  Window  ;  there  it  is  Chalony 
the  proper  Word  for  a  Window  :  The 
whole  Strefs  then  of  this  Proof  refts 
upon  the  true  Meaning  of  the  Word 
Tjohar.  The  learned  Aynjaaorth  fays, 

it 


That  all  the  antient  Deities  of  the  Phenicians * 
Egyptians ,  Perfians ,  Indians ,  Northern  and  JVeftern 
Nations ,  and  even  fome  of  the  Americans ,  Greeks 
and  Italians ,  were  only  MoJ'es  in  feveral  Difguifes, 
whole  Hiftory  is  the  Foundation  of  them  all. 

*  Ante  tuos  ortus  arse  fine  honore  fuerunt. 

Liber,  &  in  gelidis  herba  reperta  focis. 

Te  memorant,  Gange,  totoq*  Oriente  fuba&o  ; 
Primitias  magno  fepofuiffe  Jovi. 

Cinnama  tu  primus,  captivaq;  thura  dedifti, 

Atq*s  triumphato  vifcera  tofta  bove. 

Ovid.  Fajl .  Lib.  3. 

7 
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it  fignifies  the  Light  of  certain  pre¬ 
cious  Stones  y  the  Jews  imagine  it  was 
a  Carbuncle  *,  which  Noah  was  to 
fetch  from  the  River  Phifon ,  to  illu¬ 
minate  the  Ark  ;  but  the  Dodfor  con¬ 
ceives  it  to  have  been  a  Light  com¬ 
municated  to  the  feveral  Stories  in  the 
Ark  by  a  certain  fiery  fulphurous  Li¬ 
quor,  prepared  by  Noah,  and  hung 
up  in  Chryfial  or  Glafs  Lamps  :  That 
it  is  well  known  to  the  Adepts,  that 
from  common  Sulphur,  a  Preparation 
may  be  made  of  an  oily,  fluid  Nature, 
fo  pure  and  fubtle,  as,  when  put  into 
any  tranfparent  Veflel,  to  give  Light 
to  the  whole  Houfe  :  That  this  Prepa¬ 
ration  of  Noah's  ferved  not  only  for 
Light,  but  for  the  recruiting  the  Spi¬ 
rits,  and  fupporting  the  Bodies,  of  the 
Amimals  contained  in  the  Ark  :  That 
there  is  no  other  Way  but  this  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  Difficulties,  which  are  many 
and  ereat,  in  relation  to  the  Food  and 

Cs  ' 

Excrements  of  the  Creatures,  the  con¬ 
fined  Air  and  finall  Capacity  of  the  Ark. 

Endless 

*  See  Univerfal  Hijlory ,  p.  103. 
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Endless  would  be  the  Task,  if  I 
was  only  to  enumerate  the  Opinions 
of  feveral  Criticks  and  Naturalifts,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Form,  Capacity,  Mate¬ 
rials,  or  Time  of  building  the  Ark  : 
Few,  indeed,  have  gone  lo  far,  as  to 
imagine  it  had  only  the  Benefit  of  an 
artificial  Light  ;  why  fhould  we  not 
follow  our  Tranllation  of  the  Word 
Tfohar ,  by  Window,  which  muft  be 
thought  very  proper  in  that  Place  ?  For 
this  great  VefiTel  was  certainly  lb  con¬ 
trived,  as  to  have  the  Advantage  of 
Air  and  Light  on  all  Sides  :  There 
is  no  Necefiity  then  of  inventing  extra¬ 
ordinary  Affiftances,  when  thofe  mod 
common  and  natural,  could  lb  eafily 
be  obtained ;  but  let  us  hear  that  great 
Mathematician,  Bilhop  fVilkins,  in 
his  Efjay  towards  a  real  or  general  Cha¬ 
racter  ;  he  reduces  the  Number  of 
Species  of  Animals,  which  atfirft  View 
may  almoft  feem  infinite,  within  very 
moderate  Bounds  •  he  reckons  they  do 
not  amount  to  an  hundred  of  Quadra- 
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pedes,  and  T wo  hundred  of  Birds,  and 
of  thefe  muft  be  excepted  fuch  as  live 
in  the  Water,  fuch  as  proceed  from 
a  Mixture  of  different  Species,  and 
fuch  as  change  their  Colour,  Size,  and 
Shape,  by  changing  their  Climate,  and 
thence,  in  different  Countries,  feem 
to  be  of  different  Species,  tho’  they 
are  not.  He  afterwards  enters  into  a 
particular  Detail  of  the  Animals,  the 
Quantity  of  Food  neceflary  for  them, 
and  of  the  Capacity  and  Proportion  of 
the  Ark,  and  concludes,  there  was 
Room  enough  and  to  fpare.  Where¬ 
upon,  he  obferves,  That  had  the  mof 
skilful  Mathematicians  and  Philofophers 
been  Jet  to  confult  what  Proportions  a 
Vefjef  defigned  for  fuch  an  Ufe,  fhould 
have ,  in  the  fever al  Parts  of  it ,  they 
could  not  have  pitched  on  any  one  more 
fuitable  to  the  purpoje ,  than  thoje  men - 
tioned  by  Mofes. 


Having  thus  fhewn  the  vaft  Ca¬ 
pacity  of  Mofes y  that  no  Perfon,  if  we 
only  confider  his  natural  and  acquired 

Endowments, 
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Endowments,  was  fo  proper  to  give  an 
Account  of  the  Creation,  as  this  great 
Man  ;  both  from  the  prodigious  Ex- 
tenfivenefs  of  his  Learning  and  Know¬ 
ledge,  as  well  as  from  the  Certainty 
and  Truth  of  the  Tradition  delivered 
him  *  there  remains  but  one  Objec¬ 
tion  more  to  remove,  which  is  gene¬ 
rally  adopted  by  the  doubting  Part  of 
Mankind,  whereby,  if  poffible,  they 
would  invalidate  his  Writings  ;  and 
this  is,  that  Mofes  having  to  do  with 
an  ignorant  and  rude  Multitude,  whole 
Underftandings  were  but  one  Degree 
above  the  Brutes,  he  fuited  his  Phy- 
liology  to  their  Capacites,  obferving 
no  regular  Order  in  the  Production  of 
Things,  nor  following  the  ftriCt  Rules 
of  Philofophy,  that  fo  his  Syftem 
might  the  more  eafily  be  infufed  into, 
and  comprehended  by,  fuch  a  People. 

/ 

The  Dodfor,  in  his  nineteenth 
Chapter,  treats  particulary  on  this 
Subject,  and  fhews,  that  Mojes  not 
only  informs  us,  that  the  Egyptian  Ij- 

raelites 
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raelltes  were  a  learned  People,  and 
well  inftrucfted  in  the  Mechanical  Arts; 
but  from  other  Records  proves,  they 
were  good  Mathematicians  and  Aftro- 
logers,  and  knowing  in  the  moft  anti- 
ent  Philofophy  :  That  it  is  very  pro¬ 
bable  the  Forefathers,  Abraham,  Ifa - 
ac  and  Jacob ,  inftru&ed  their  Pro¬ 
geny,  not  only  in  moral,  but  natural 
Philofophy  ;  if  fo,  there  is  no  better 
Method  of  judging  of  the  Learning  of 
the  Ifraelites ,  than  by  a  Retrofpe£tion 
to  the  Wifdom  and  Knowledge  of 
their  Anceftors.  But  to  come  nearer 
to  the  Times  of  Mofes ,  we  fhall  only 
obferve,  that  Jacob  not  only  preferved 
the  antient  Difcipline  and  Method  of 
inftru£fing  his  Children  in  the  Land  of 
Canaan ,  but  in  Egypt,  where  he  dwelt 
leventeen  Years  alter  his  Delcent ;  the 
remarkable  Effe£h  of  this  is  conlpicu- 
ous  in  no  one  more  than  in  JoJeph  ;  not 
that  the  reft  of  the  Sons  of  Jacob  had 
not  the  fame  Opportunity  of  being  in- 
ftru&ed.  Ejdras  particulary  marks 
out  the  Tribe  of  Itf  'achar,  as  famous 

lor 
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•  4  } 

Efdras  particularly  marks  out  the  Tribe 
of  Iffachar ,  as  famous  for  their  Skill 
in  Aftrology,  where  he  fays,  The  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Iilachar,  'which 

y ,  .  ,  ?  7  tt  1  Chron.  xn.  32. 

•were  Men  that  had  Un- 
derjtanding  of  the  Times ,  to  know  what 
Ifrael  ought  to  do . 

The  J  ewsy  indeed,  fome  few  Cen¬ 
turies  after  their  coming  out  of  Egypt  ± 
being  taken  up,  either  in  fettling  their 
Tribes,  or  preferving  their  Conquefts, 
and  feparated,  as  it  were,  from  the 
reft  of  the  Nations,  thought  it  unlaw¬ 
ful  to  be  ftridfly  attached  to  natural 
Philofophy,  confining  themfelves  fo 
much  within  the  Wifdom  of  theit  own 
Laws  and  Traditions,  that  they  infen- 
fibly  loft  that  Knowledge  in  Phyficks, 
which  they  received  from  their  An- 
ceftors,  and  preferved  whilft  in  Egypt. 
Hence  it  followed,  that  in  fucceeding 
Ag  es,  their  moft  learned  Rabbins  were 
more  ignorant  in  the  Mofaick  Account 
of  the  Creation,  than  in  Egypt ,  a  com¬ 
mon  Ijraelitijb  Brick-carrier. 

•  N  But,' 
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But,  perhaps,  you  may  obp£f, 
that  the  heavy  Bondage  under  which 
the  IJraehtes  laboured  in  Egypt,  would 
erafe  all  Marks  and  Remains  of  the 
Learning  and  Knowledge  we  contend 
for  :  The  Docior  is  inclined  to  believe 
this  Bondage  was  neither  lo  long  or  io 

O  O 

heavy,  as  lome  imagine  ;  *  that  the 
Kings  of  Egypt  treated  the  Tjr  a  elites 
better  than  their  own  SubjeUs  T,  ex¬ 
cept  in  that  cruel  Edidf,  for  defir oylng 
the  Male-children ,  and  which  was  on¬ 
ly  of  lliort  Continuance.  This  feetns 
to  be  confirm’d  by  the  Complaints  of 
the  Jjraelites  in  the  fVtldernefs ,  when 


they  fay  to  Modes,  IFho 
Numb.  xi.  x8.  n  jj  •  -nr  n  , 

Jhall  give  us  rkfh  to  eat ? 

for  it  *uoAs  well  with  us  tn  Egypt  ? 

They  were  permitted  all  the  Time  of 

their  Bondage  to  enioy  their  fruitful 

Foffef- 


*  Calmet  believes  it  lafted  about  Eighty-fix  Years. 
Comment .  Lit.  fur  FExod. 

-j-  Omnia  opera  fervilia  ab  illis  ipfis  ^rgyptiis  tam 
duriter  exigebantur  ut  tefte  Herodoto,  Lib.  n.  In 
unicafoffa  a  Nilo  ad  finum  Arabicum  effodieiyia,  duo- 
decimmyriadasiEgypuorum  perempti  fuerint,  p.292. 
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Poiieffions  m  the  Land  of  Gofhen,  with 
their  Flocks  and  Herds  ;  whereas  the 
native  Egyptians  were,  upon  any  e- 
mergent  Occafion,  drove  from  their 

O  7 

Habitations,  and  tranfplanted  to  what¬ 
ever  Parts  their  Governors  thought 
proper,  as  is  manifeft  from  what  Jo- 
feph  did,  And  as  for  the  „  , 

j,  ,11  Ji  1  Gen.  Jxvir.  21. 

Jreople ,  he  removed  them 

to  Cities  from  one  End  of  the  Borders 

of  Egypt,  even  to  the  other  End  thereof 


Moses,  indeed,  calls  Egypt,  the 
Houfe  of  Bondage  •  and  it  might  ap¬ 
pear  more  io  to  a  People,  who  reflec¬ 
ting;  on  the  Promifes  of  God  made  to 
Abraham ,  might  be  impatient  under 
the  gentleft  Grievances,  elpecially  as 
they  had  taken  fuch  Care,  upon  their 
fir  ft  Admiiiion,  not  to  fiabjech  them- 
felves  to  Pharoah ,  but  to  be  received 
as  a  Friend  and  a  Stranger  ;  lo  that 
they  had  juft  Reafon  to  complain  of  the 
Violation  oi  the  Rights  of  Hoipitality; 
and,  laftly,  as  they  had  alloted  them 
the  fertile  Land  of  Gojhen ,  free  from 

N  %  all 
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all  Tax,  Tribute,  or  fervile  Work. 
Tnefe  Privdea;es  and  Immunities, 
which  the  Houie  of  Jjrael  enjoyed  from 
the  Indulgence  of  the  Pharaoh's,  they 
were  lo  long  in  Poifeflion  of,  that  the 
fmalleft  Impolition,  when  joined  to 
that  Order,  for  deftroying  all  the 
Male-Children,  might  feem  very  grie¬ 
vous,  by  which  Order,  indeed,  the 
whole  Race  of  Abraham ,  would,  in 
Time,  have  been  deftroyed. 

/  , 

The  Moral  Philofopher,  who  takes 
no  fmail  Pleafure  in  depreciating  and 
vilifying  the  Egyptian  IJraelites ,  will 
have  their  Stay  in  Egypt  for  fix  or  fe- 
ven  fucceilive  Generations,  p.  247. 
that,  in  this  Tradt  of  Time,  they  be¬ 
came  perfect  Egyptians,  having  loft  all 
inward  Sincerity  and  Integrity  ol  Heart; 
all  true  Notions  of  God,  Religion  and 
Providence,  and  had  nothing  to  depend 
on  but  Miracles,  immediate  Revela¬ 
tions,  &c.  that  neither  Mofes,  nor  any 
of  their  other  Prophets,  could  ever  de¬ 
liver  them  from  this  Egyptian  Dark- 
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nefs.  But,  from  what  Calmet  and 
the  Dodior  fay,  we  are  not  to  be¬ 
lieve  the  Egyptian  Bondage  to  have 
been  fo  fevere,  general,  or  of  fa  long 
Duration,  as  any  ways  to  efface  thole 
Traditions,  in  regard  to  the  Creation, 
or  thofe  Leffons  of  Religion  or  Mora- 
lity  they  received  from  their  Fore¬ 
fathers  •  which,  I  cannot  but  oblerve, 
wore  not  only  forgot  in  their  Babylo- 
nlfb  Captivity  of  Seventy  Years  ;  but 
their  very  Language  loll  and  changed 
into  the  Chaldaick  5  and  it  is  an  Opi¬ 
nion  favoured  by  many,  that  with  the 
Corruption  of  the  Language  was  intro¬ 
duced  a  Change  in  the  Character,  and 
that  which  is  now  ufed,  is  not  the  lame 
that  Motes  wrote  the  Law  in  *  there 
is  lo  wide  Difference  between  the  An- 
tient,  which  is  called  the  Samaritan, 
and  the  Modern,  which  is  called  the 
Chaldean  Character,  iuppofed  to  have 
been  brought  in  by  Ejdras,  that  Elea - 
zer,  the  Samaritan  High  Pried,  in  his 
famous  Letter  to  Jofeph  Scaltger ,  pro¬ 
nounces  fomewhat  impioufly,  That  the 

N  3  Sama- 
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Samaritan  Character  is  what  God  made 
life  of  to  write  the  Law,  but  that 
CharaCter  which  the  jews  now  pre- 
ferve  the  Law  in,  is  a  Writing  of  Ef- 
dras  accurfed  for  ever  *.  This  Point, 
which  has  been  fo  much  controverted, 
is  now  generally  carried  (tho’  I  am  a- 
fraid  it  will  not  be  allowed  by  the 
Difciples  of  the  late  Mr.  Hutchinfon ) 
as  allowing  the  prefent  Hebrew  Cha¬ 
racter  no  older  Date  than  the  Time  of 
Efdras.  Father  Souciet  having  wrote 
an  Exprefs  Treatife  upon  fome  Me¬ 
dals,  which  he  calls  Samaritan ,  proves, 
that  the  Letters  in  the  Inlcriptions  of 
thole  Medals  are  the  original  Hebrew 
Characters.  The  J  ews  then  being 
thus  difperfed  in  the  Babylonifh  Cap¬ 
tivity,  had  no  Rabbins  to  read  to  them 
the  Mojaick  Law,  their  Form  of  Wor- 
fhip  being  utterly  abolifhed,  and  their 
civil  Affairs  in  that  deplorable  Condi¬ 
tion,  they  had  no  Time  to  look  after 

their 

*  Ceremonies  &  Couftumes  des  j  uifs  par  Simon- 
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their  Books,  or  preferve  their  Lan¬ 
guage  :  So  that,  upon  their  Return 
to  Jerusalem,  every  one  bringing  Home 
the  Language  of  the  Mafter  he  had 
lerved,  was  utterly  ignorant  of  that  in 
which  the  Pentatuch  was  wrote,  to 


that  Degree,  that  they  could  not  un~ 
derftand  the  Law  of  Mofes ,  but  with 
Affiftance  of  the  Rabbins ,  who  inter¬ 
preted  the  fame  to  the  common  Peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Babylonifh ,  or  Chaldaick 
Idioms.  This  is  what  Nehemiah  tells 
us,  where  he  fays,  So  they 
read  in  the  Book ,  in  the 


Nehem.v iii.  8. 


Law  of  God  difUnbUy ,  and  gave  the 
Senfe ,  and  caujed  them  to  underfland 
the  Reading.  Which  Cuftom,  Pere  Si- 
mon  aiferts  is  (till  retained  by  the 
Jews,  in  our  Age  difperfed  over  the 
Face  oi  the  Earth  ;  that  is,  the  Rab¬ 
bins  shake  uie  of  the  common  Language 
of  the  Country,  and  not  of  the  He¬ 
brews ,  in  their  Interpretations  of  the 
Text. 


Now 
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Now  thefe  Misfortunes  could  not 
befal  them  in  Egypt,  becaufe,  as  they 
were  not  carried  away  from  their  Coun¬ 
try,  they  muft  ftill,  in  a  great  Meat 
lure,  preierve  their  own  Cuftoms  and 
Manners  •  as  there  muft  have  been 
Degrees  amongft  them,  fome  richer, 
fome  poorer  5  the  former  to  pay  Tri¬ 
bute,  and  the  latter  to  work  :  It  is 
Impoffible  the  whole  Nation  in  general 
fhould  have  been  fo  opprefled,  as  that 
no  Condition  was  exempt  from  falling 
into  a  fervile  State  ;  befides  this,  it 
is  very  probable,  that  the  Ijraelitify 
Priefts,  whether  they  were  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  or  Firft-born  of  the  Family,  or 
fuch  a  Number  of  the  People  in  gene¬ 
ral,  fet  apart  for  that  Purpole,  were 
not  obliged  to  labour  or  pay  Tribute  ; 
for  we  may  obierve  that  the  King  of 
Egypt  does  not  debafe  the  Ijraelitijh 
Priefts  in  preferring  his  own,  who 
were  exempt  from  all  Tax,  to  them  * 
neither  does  he  condemn  the  Sacrifices 
they  intended  to  offer  to  Jehovah,  as 

new 
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new  or  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  his 
Country,*  but  he  chiefly  objects  to 
their  Three  Days  Journey  into  the  fFil- 
dernets ,  as  affording  Caufe  for  a  Sul- 
picion  of  their  Delign  of  leaving  his 

Kingdom.  : 

•  % 

We  may,  by  this  Time,  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  People  for  whom  Mo- 
Jes  chiefly  compofed  his  Hiflory  of  the 
Creation ,  was  thoroughly  capable  of 
receiving  thole  lublime  Truths  5  that 
they  were  the  lame,  which,  by  a  con- 
ffant  and  faithful  Tradition,  had  ever 
been  believed  in  by  that  Nation,  which 
grew  lo  great  and  powerful  juft  before 
their  Exodus  out  of  Egypt,  that  Pha¬ 
raoh  gives  it  as  a  Reaion  for  his  lend¬ 
ing  to  the  Midwives  to  deftroy  the 
Male  Infants  '  Behold,  the  People  of 
the  Children  of  Ifrael  are  more  and 

mightier 

& 

*  Tho5  Pharaoh  did  not,  yet  Mofes  makes  it  a 
Reafon  for  their  Journey  ;  for,  when  Pharaoh,  bids 
them  go  and  facrafice  to  their  God  in  the  Land,  Mo- 
jes  anl  wers,  It  is  not  meet  Jo  to  do ,  for  we  Jhall  facrifi.ce  the 
Abomination  of  {he  Egyptians  lo  the  Lord,  our  God  ;  lo 
[hall  vce  jacnjice  the  Abominations  of  the  Egyptians  before 
their  Eyes ,  and  will  they  notjlone  us  ?  Exodus  viii.  2 6, 


\ 
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mightier  than  we.  I  fhall  fay  no  more 
upon  a  Point  which  every  one  mud 
allow,  that  this  was  an  ingenious,  in- 
ftead  of  a  ftupid,  People,  when  we 
read  of  the  feveral  curious  Pieces  of 
Work  in  the  Tabernacle,  Ark,  Cheru¬ 
binis,  and  the  Frieds,  efpecially  Aa¬ 
rons  Garments ,  &c. 

But'  I  need  dwell  no  longer  upon 
this.  ’Tis  inanifeft,  both  from  Sacred 
and  Prophane  Hiftory,  that  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  Israelites  were  a  People  well 
verfed  in  the  liberal  Arts  and  Sciences, 
which  we  are  not  to  wonder  at,  when 
we  refledt  who  were  their  Indruclors, 
as  Noah ,  Sem,  Abraham ,  and  his  im¬ 
mediate  Offspring  *  that  by  their  long 
Intercourfe  with  the  Egyptians ,  they 
gained  from  that  learned  and  great 
Nation  a  Knowledge  they  carried  with 
them  into  the  Land  of  Pale  fine,  and 
which,  afterwards,  thro'  Greece ,  was  dif- 
fufed  over  all  Europe A  There 

*  ttaKcurtvyis  pi  '&tw  yjbovls  bSzv  'Aycticis 
*Icf [J.CKTUVtf  j  fyoivit  Q  pH  "EAAcfccf'/  Kfi 1<T[A0$  Q<TSVL,<JtJl 
oy  hoylotfftTlctKcu?mif  irz&FTiM/, 

,  Sic 


Edmund  Dickinson,  M.D.  187 

There  remains  nothing  now,  but 
to  fhew  upon  what  Syftem  oi  Philo io- 
phy  the  Dodtor  has  built  his  Hypo¬ 
thecs,  and  this  is  the  Atomical  or  Cor- 
pufcular  ;  which,  tho’  as  he  juftly 
calls  it  the  old  Philolophy,  is  never- 
thelels  embraced  by  the  Neotericks , 
who  have  revived  (inftead  of  the  fub- 
ftantial  Forms  and  Qualities  of  the  Pe- 
ripateticks )  what  was  antiently  taught 
by  Leucippus  and  Democritus ,  and  af¬ 
terwards  improved  upon  by  Epicurus. 
This  certainly  is  a  great  Advantage  to 
the  Doctor’s  Book,  to  have  the  Foun¬ 
dation  upon  which  it  is  built,  fupport- 
ed  by  the  prefent  Age  :  And  what 
gives  it  additional  Strength,  is,  if  we 
may  believe  lome  learned  Men  *,  that 
Leucippus  is  laid  to  have  received  his 
Opinions  from  one  Mochus ,  a  Phenician 
Thyliologift  •  and  this  Mochus ,  or 

Mojchus , 

Sic  Palaefiina  a  Terra  venit  Achivis 

ocientia-,  Phoenix  vero  hanc  Graecias  Cadmus  dedit, 

Educatus  in  eruditis  Palseftinse  finibus. 

Vet .  Voetes  ibebaic a  ubi  tie  Cadmt , 
#  Cajauhon ,  Sdden>  &c. 
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Mofchus,  is  imagined  to  be  the  Mofes 
of  the  Hebrews.  The  Doddor,  in  his 
fecond  Chapter,  is  not  unwilling  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  Mofes ,  being  an  Exile  in 
the  Land  of  Madian,  might  have  made 
feme  Excurlions  into  Phenicia,  and 
there  have  taught  his.  Principles  of 
Philofophy  in  the  City  of  Sidon. 

A  s  the  Corpufoular  Hypothecs  is 
npw  become  the  Balls  of  the  mechani¬ 
cal  and  experimental  Philofophy,  I 
Ihould  not  do  the  Docfor’s  Book  Jus¬ 
tice,  did  I  not  here  infert  the  Opinion 
of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  :  ‘  Concerning  the 
4  Atomical  Syftem,  lays  that  great 
‘  Man  in  his  Op  ticks,  all  Things  con- 
e  fidered,  it  appears  probable  to  me, 

4  that  God,  in  the  Beginning,  created 
4  Matter  in  folid,  hard,  impenetrable 
4  moveable  Particles  •  of  luch  Sizes 
4  and  Figures,  and  with  fuch  other 
c  Properties,  as  mod:  conduced  to  the 
‘  End  for  which  he  formed  them  :  And 
4  that  thefo  primitive  Particles,  being 
4  Solids,  are  incomparably  harder  than 
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4  any  of  the  fenfible,  porous  Bodies 
4  compounded  of  them  5  even  io  hard 
4  as  never  to  wear,  or  break  in  Pieces  • 

4  no  other  Power  being  able  to  di- 
4  vide  what  God  made  one  in  the  firft 
4  Creation.  While  thefe  Corpufcles 
4  remain  entire,  they  may  compofe 
4  Bodies  of  one  and  the  fame  Nature 
4  and  Texture  in  all  Ages  ;  but  fhould 
4  they  wear  away,  or  break  in  Pieces, 
4  the  Nature  of  Things  depending  on 
4  them  would  be  changed  :  Water 
4  and  Earth,  compofed  of  old  worn 
4  Particles,  would  not  be  of  the  fame 
4  Nature  and  Texture  now,  with  Wa- 
4  ter  and  Earth  compofed  of  entire 
4  Particles  at  the  Beginning.  And, 
4  therefore,  that  Nature  may  be  laft- 
4  ing,  the  Changes  of  corporeal  Things 
4  are  to  be  placed  only  in  the  various 
4  Separations,  and  new  Aflbciations,  of 
4  thefe  permanent  Corpufcles.’ 

Sufficient  Glory  is  it  for  the 
Dodtor  to  have  thought  in  the  fame 
Manner  in  this  Affair  with  fo  incompa¬ 
rable 
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rable  a  Perfon  ;  tho’  he  is  fo  rigidly 
attached  to  the  antient  Notion  of  the 
folar  Syftem,  that  he  will  by  no  means 
allow  Copernicus  to  be  in  the  Right  • 
here  he  differs  with  Sir  1'jaac  and  the 
Moderns,  who  almoft  pretend  to  a  De- 
monftration,  when  they  after  t  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Earth  round  the  Sun.  Not 
fo  prudent  was  the  famous  Galilei ,  to 
whom  the  World  is  obliged  for  the 
Invention  of  the  Telefcope  5  for  in  bis 
Dialogues,  examining  into  the  Ptole- 
maick  and  Coper  ni  can  Syftems,  he  pro¬ 
pounds  the  moft  fpecious  Arguments 
for  both  Opinions,  yet  leaves  the  Quefi* 
tion  undecided,  but  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
that  we  may  eafily  fee  his  Inclination 
to  Copernicus :  This  was  thought  fo 
great  a  Crime,  fo  heretical,  as  con¬ 
trary  to  Scripture,  that:  he  fell  twice 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Fathers  1  nqui- 
iitors  at  Rome ,  who  ordered  his  Dia¬ 
logues  of  the  Syftem  o  f  the  J-Forld  to  be 
burnt,  and  confined  him  fome  Years  in 
Prifon. 


But 
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But,  notwithftanding  the  Severity 
of  thele  Fathers,  we  may  now  find 
this  Notion  not  fo  antifcriptural  :  If 
we  are  to  depend  upon  a  Treatife  *  of 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Catcott ,  of  Brtftol , 
the  Mofaick  and  Copernican  Syjl  ems  a- 
gree  in  afierting  the  Motion  of  the 
Earth  •  and  £o,  probably,  the  Sun  the 
Centre  of  the  Univerle  :  Unfortunate 
it  was  for  Galilei ,  that  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men,  who  pretend  to  have  gone  deep¬ 
er  into  the  true  Knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew  Text,  than  any  fince  the  In¬ 
spired  bVriters ,  fhould  not  have  lived 
in  his  Time :  He  will  now  be  found  to 
have  fuffered  as  unjuftly  for  inclining 
this  Way,  as  a  Spanijb  Bifhop,  who, 
in  one  of  the  darker  Ages,  was  burnt 
for  afierting  the  Antipodes. 

I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  Alperfion 
thrown  out  upon  the  Doctor  by  Antony 

lAood, 

V 

*  ¥  raff  at  us  in  quo  tent  at  ur  Cowmen  recuperandi 
Notitiam  Principorum  Veter  is  id  Vera  Phikjcph'us  Au¬ 
thored  A.S,  Catcott,  1738, 
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If  hod,  in  his  Athene  Oxonienfes ,  and 

ihall  take  no  further  Notice  of  it,  than  to 
lay,  that  Storks  told  by  Perfons  noted 
for  Spleen  and  Partiality ,  and  who 
briftg  no  other  Vouchers  but  their  own 
Word  and  Authority,  upon  that  very 
Account;  are  not  to  be  credited. 

In  looking  over  theDo£lor’s  Papers, 
there  was  found  a  little  Latin  Treatife , 
in  his  own  Hand-writing,  on  the  Gre¬ 
cian  Games.  It  is  an  Extract  from  the 
Scholiajl  on  Pindar ,  Paufanias ,  Sai¬ 
das,  and  chiefly  from  the  Prolegomena 
of  Erajmus  Schmidt’s  Edition  of  that 
Poet  ;  as  it  is  done  in  a  concife  and 
accurate  Manner,  and  will  be  an  uleful 
Compendium  for  Beginners  in  the  Gre¬ 
cian  Antiquities,  1  Ihall  joyn  it  by  way 
of  Appendix. 

Besides  the  Writings  of  Doctor 
jD ickinjon,  there  is  a  certain  anonymous 
Book  attributed  to  him  by  Mundanus , 
called,  Iter  Philareti  ad  Montem  Mer- 

citrii 
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cur'll  *  •  but  it  is  not  positively 
known  whether  he  was  the  Author  or 
not. 

\ 

As  to  his  Perfon,  he  was  of  a  mid¬ 
dle  Stature,  yet  had  a  good  Prefence, 
which  being  af'iifted  by  a  lively  Eye, 
commanded  Refpedt;  fober  and  tem¬ 
perate  in  his  Diet  ;  of  an  open  and 
generous  Dilpofition,  which  made  him 
ealily  fliake  off  the  narrow  Spirit  and 
Morofenefs  generally  •  contracted  by 
thofe  who  have  led  a  College  Life  j 
and,  altho’  a  Man  of  fo  great  Appli¬ 
cation  to  the  dead  Languages,  yet  he 
found  time  to  be  converfant  with  the 
politer  Studies,  as  Painting  and  De- 
hgning,  and  to  be  Matter  of  that  al- 
rnoft  univerfal  Language  over  Europe , 
the  French.  With  this  extenfive 

O  Know- 

*  Parabolam  Philofophicam  vel  Romanicam  vo- 
catam  Iter  Philareti  ad  montem  Mercurii,  qure  cum 
dodluTima  tua  Epiftola  ad  me  venue  magna  cum  de- 
ledlatione  perJegi.  Non  apponitur  Authoris  Nomen5 
hanc  autem  periodum  tibi  attribuendurn  auguror, 
quia  tota  Dickinfonum  fapit.  Be  Quint ejjeniia  Pbilof. 
p.  2  12,  213. 


1 9  4  The  LIFE  of 

Knowledge,  he  was  blefs’d  with  that 
happy  Turn  of  Mind,  that  he  would 
always  find  out  what  to  praife  in  every 
Man's  Work,  leaving  the  Faults  to 
be  catched  at  by  the  little  fnarling 
Pedant,  and  the  envious  and  cynical 
Temper  of  thofe  who  can  fpy  no  Beau¬ 
ties  but  in  their  own  fancied  Compo- 
fitions.  ’Twas  this  which  made  his 
Houfe  the  Refort  of  all  the  Men  of 
Learning  of  that  Age  :  They  were 
fare  to  find  a  judge  whole  Candour 
was  as  great  as  his  Capacity,  and 
whofe  Advice,  or  Reproof,  was  ufhered 
in  by  fo  agreable  a  Manner,  that  every 
one  went  away  perfectly  pleafed  and 
fatisfied  :  As  Solomon  fays,  Ointment 
and  Perfume  rejoice  the  Heart  ;  fo  doth 
the  Sweetnefs  of  a  Man  s  Friend,  by 
hearty  Counfel. 

When  almoft  every  one  about 
Court  was  tampered  with  to  change 
his  Religion,  Father  Peters  and  Hud¬ 
dle/lone,  with  their  AiTociates,  never 
durft  attempt  one  who  had  given  fuch 

Proofs 
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Proofs  of  his  fuperior  Learning  •  they 
knew  him  too  firmly  fixed  in  his  Faith, 
to  fufler  himielf  to  be  (hook  by  any 
oi  their  Innovations  ;  io  that  amongft 
the  perilous  Blafts  of  thofe  Times,  he 
kept  his  Religion  and  his  Integrity 
unpolluted  :  For  his  Religion  was  not 
Courtly  or  Political,  but  what  he  fin- 
cerely  believed  every  Chriftian  ought 
to  practice  •  therefore  his  Devotions 
were  as  free  from  Bigottry  and  Super- 
ftition,  as  from  Cant  and  Hypocrify. 
Thus  *we  find  him  found  in  the  eftab- 
lilhed  Religion  of  the  Church  of  Emr - 

O  a  • 

land,  a  ftrenuous  Vindicator  of  the  Mo- 
faick  Oeconomy,  a  curious  Searcher  into 
Antiquity,  efpecially  as  it  relates  to  the 
Holy  Scriptures:  One  who  applied  his 
Knowledge  to  (Lengthen  and  fupport, 
not  to  overthrow,  the  Chriftian  Syftem: 
One  who,  the  more  he  was  converiant 
in  the  Works  oi  Nature,  the  more  he 
adored  the  Author  oi  it  •  and  whole 
Depth  in  Theology,  was  too  powerful 
to  fuffer  any  Hurt  from  the  Superficial, 

O  z  tho’ 
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tho’  continual  Attempts  of  the  Hete¬ 
rodox  of  that  Time. 

He  died  of  the  Stone,  April 
1707,  in  the  Eighty-third  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  was  buried  in  the  Church  of 
St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  London . 


In  Memorial  aternd  erit  Juftus, 
Ab  auditu  malt  non  timebit. 


I 


EPITAPHIUM 

\ 

Hie  fubtus  jacet 
Machaon  alter 

Edmundus  Dickinson,  M.  D. 

Olim  apud  Mertonenfes  celeberrimae 
Academiae  Oxonienfis, 

Deinde  in  Collegium  Medicorum  Londinen: 

S  O  C  I  U  S, 

Tandem  Medicus  Regius  a  Regibus 

Carolo  et  Tacobo secundis 

Coopt  atus. 

Literato  effulfit  orbe  minores  non  inter  ignes5 
Grasc'us,  Hebreus,  Arabs, 

In  genio,  Lingua,  Dodlrina : 

Antique  Mythologise  veritatis 
[Pythonica  licet  obvolute  caligine] 
Indagator  nunquam  Orientalis  literature 
Splendore  non  nitens. 

Artem  Medicam  Scriptis  expolivit 
Inventis  locupletavit, 

Et  quod  raro  Medicus  ftabilivit  Theologum, 
Theologus  Medicum, 

Variis  ita  fe  probavit  modis  dignum 
Apolline  filium. 

O  Mors !  quanta  tibi  vis 
Cum  nec  bonitas  neq;  mores  valent 
Sed  Omnium  verfatur  Urna  : 

At  qualis  V idler  cum  Palma  non  fit  integra  ? 
Refurget  enim  Immortal  is 
Et  te  [quam  vivens  toties  fugavit] 

Tandem,  Chrifto  Duce,  clevidta 
Vivet  Vigeatq*, 

Yixitoftogenarius,  fup.  ob.  diem  tertio  Aprilis,  1707. 

TESTI- 


T  E  S  T  I  M  O  N  I  A. 


/ 


Z  a  c  h.  Bogan, 
Edmund. o  Dickinson,  S.  D. 

Amiciffime  Vir , 

Grata! or  tibi  f return  ingenii  \  &  certe  qui - 
Jew,  &c.  At  nolo  pr  re  rip  ere  Lett  or  i  tuo  laudes , 
quas  ei  inter  kgendum  vel  invito  extorfurus  es. 

Thomse  Crenii  Prarfatio  ad  Fafciculum  Dif- 

fertatjonum,  Ac. 

Nos  cx  qualicunq\  adparatn  nojlro  qninque  in 
pr  refens  excudcndas  typographo  dedimus  dijferta- 
tiones ,  '  quartern  prior  9  quamvis  academic  a proprie 
Jic  ditt  a  differ  tatio  non  Jic ,  it  a  tandem  eruditis 
je  feprobavit  ut  German i,  a  mature  vendito  ex- 
emplo  Anglic ano  Oxonienji ,  ann.  1655,  l^os  *P~ 
fos  Edmundi  Dickinfonii  medici  injignis  Dclphos 
Phenicizantcs y  Franc  of urti  1669,  denuo  impri- 
mi  cur  at  lint* 

Gulielmus  Nichols  de  Literis  Inventis,  p.  182. 

Vir  do  tlijf mils  Edmundus  Dick  inf  onus  in 
Delpb.  Phonic iz .  Gap*  l*  ab  Hebrreis  derivan- 
dum  put  at  infgne  Hind  vetjus  ( quorum 

meminit  A*  Ge/tius  Noth  Attic .  Lib .  XI V". 
Cap.  VI.]  componendi  atq\  nomina  'Icro  f^ccper- 
vtfligandi  (hi dium  * 

Idem.  p.  183. 

Cui  [Nic.  Cauilin.  de  Eloquen]  a  font  it  Cla - 
rijjtmus  Dick  inf  onus,  ubi  fupra ,  Anagramma- 
tifmos ,  inquit ,  ab  Hebrreis  ohm  promanaffe  vel 
illud  argument 0  pi  ,  quod  Hebrrei  non ,  modo  no¬ 
mina  magna  veneratione  prof  qui,  fed  A  eorum 

lit  eras 


literas  numerare ,  penfttare,  nec  non  &  magni 
facerefolebant .  Adhsec  tr  adit  am  eft  (t eft e  Blanco 
Albienjt  qui  alicubi  legifte  after  it)  Lycophrona 
literas  Hebraic  as  percalliufte  &  indc  anagram- 
mat  a  conficiendi  modum  didicifte .  Suo  nomine  & 
clariufte  ilium  in  Egypt o ,  Ptolemaoq ;  chanm 
fuijje  ex  Tzetze  docet  idem  vir  Doctus,  loco 
jam  citatOo 

Idem.,  p.  291. 

Is  erat  Pocockius ,  de  quo  merito  dubites  (tit 
clarijftmi  Dickinfoni  verbis  utar)  utrum  majo - 
rem  a  dobtrina  an  a  modeftid  laudem  merer etur . 

Toland’s  Hifh  of  the  Druids . 

On  the  Word  Ogmius  jays,  This  has  not  hin¬ 
dered  a  learned  Englifh  Phyfician,  Dr.  Ed¬ 
mund  Dickinfon,  from  hunting  ft  ill  in  the  Eaft 
for  a  Derivation  of  it. 

Harris ,  in  his  Lexicon  Technicum,  fee  Tranf- 

mutation  of  Metals, 

The  famous  Dr.  Dickinfon.,  in  his  Book , 
De  Quinteffentia  PhiIofophorum3  tells  the 
World  he  was  twice  Jhewed  this  mighty  Feat ,  by 
an  Adept  that  went  by  the  Name  of  Mu nd anus. 

Chambers,  in  his  Cyclopaedia . 

Cardon  de  Metall.  Lemery,  Dickinfon,  and 
others,  give  us  Accounts  of  the  various  J.mpof- 
tures  of  the  Adept i  in  the  Buftnefs  of  Tr anf mu¬ 
tation. 
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Periodica  Exegesis 

S  I  V  E 

Celeberrimorum  Grate  ire  Ludorum 

Declaratio. 

\ 

Auftore  Edmundo  Dickinsono,  M.  D. 

Opus  Pofthumum. 
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S  I  V  E 

Celeberrimorum  Gracias  Luclo- 
rum  declaratio. 


I  N  D  A  R I  Opus  quod  extat  ho~ 
die  appellatur*  eo  quod 

ludos,  qui  ftatis  temporibus  re- 
dire  folent,  ampleftatur  :  Hi 
ludi. 


s 


/ 

l&fJLtX 


{ 


0^ 
i-4 

O 

a  \ 
o 


iTetraeterici 


f  Jo  vis 
A  poll-inis 
Archemori  priusq 
poftea  Jo  vis  f^Triete- 
Palsemonis  priusf  rich 
L  poftea  Neptuni  3 


Plures  fluernnt  Ludi  Grxcis  folennes  ;  infig- 
niores  attamen  &  pvx  caeteris  clyd'^g  hpoi. 
Nem,  Ode  2.  &  /uvya Ax  cctdPiz,  Nem.  i.  Hi 

quatuor 
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quatuor  folummodo  dicebantur  :  ut  breviter 
habet  Archie  Poetae  Epigramma,  viz. 

rTiT<Tetg£S  U<Tiv ’Ayeovz;  ay  EMet/c2  Ti<?(TctfiG$  *Ifo/ 

'Oi  /Jo  0^)7 afy  ‘O //Vo  /’  "AQcLVcirav 

Zyipof,  Af//o//cto,  mtAaifAdP®",  Af/jy.opeto, 

/£  7»y  &oTijr©~,  ffZhivct,  wflu;. 


*0Av/U'7riQVi)&\  f  Kqt/W,  i.  e.  Oleaftro ;  non 

quovis  tamen,  fed  (ut 
habet  enarrator,  ArF 
ftoph.)  difto  KaM;^- 
<pa,W.  Quern  Hercules 
ipfe  ex  Hiperboreis 
deportabat,  &  in  O- 
lymp.  plantabat.  hunc 
;  plurimi  Kara^pvi^xoo; 

2  !  ’E^aiap  vocant. 


TJyQiorTxctt 


Actpvyj,  i.  e.  Lauru  ;  arbore 
Apollini  grata,  vid. 
Ovid.  Met.  Fab.  9. 
Prius  tamen  ex  Efcu- 
lo,  quia  nondum  Lau- 
rus  inventa  fuit,  coro- 
nari  folebant,  ut  Ovid, 
in  Met.  Fab.  8.  & 
poma  quaedam,  Apol¬ 
lini  confecrata  vifto- 
ribus  donari  folebant. 


Hinc  Archias  jjjIAcc. 


Net fiovTygu 
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N  e/Aemkai 


S-I 

P 

4- ) 
C 
03 

03 

G 

O 

5- . 

o 

CJ 


^  iAi'yv,  i.  e.  Apio  :  fed 
py\ct^&>,  i.  e.  recenti  & 
viridL  Hsec  enim  her- 
ba  funebris  eft,  &  ex 
occifi  a  Serpente  Ar- 
chemori  fanguine  nata 
effe  credebatur. 


n  /tik,  i.  e.  Pinu  :  vel  quia 
(ficut  Apollodorus  vo~ 
luit)  arbor  fit,  maris 
inftar  infrugifera,  &  Hi /hoc,  in  gra- 

tiam  Neptuni ;  vel  quod  (ut  Plut.  c.  5. 
Symp.  vult.)  ex  pinu  Naves,  quibus 
Neptunus  prseeft,  aptiftime  fabricentur  $ 
vel  in  memoriam  fuperati  Sinnidis. 
tlnvonoi ju^'arrv,  de  quo  infra  in  Ifthm* 
poftea  varo  aA wov  fypov,  i.  e.  Apium 

Aridum  prsemio  datum  fuit ;  vel  quia 
quanta  aquatica  eft,  Neptuno  conveni¬ 
ens  :  vel  quia  feralis  eft,  memorise  Pa- 
lemonis  inferviens  ;  hsec  namqj  ferali- 
bus  epulis  adhibebatur,  eaq;  fepulchra 
coronabantur.  Unde  Apio  Indigere  di- 
cebantur,  qui  profligate  fuerunc  vale- 
tudinis. 


Qui  omnibus  his  quatuor  vicit 
L  e.  Periodo- Victor  appellabatur* 

Certaminum  genera  fuerunt  hec,  viz. 

<  A  .  V  i  '•>  •,*-  <i  ^ 

A^ojuog 
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feu  lErd^io^  Certamen  quo  per  inter- 
vallum  600  pedum  certatoribus  decur- 
rendurn  erat ;  quippe  enim  tefte  Hero- 
do  1 0,5  L  2o  i Petrov  6 pyjiaj  SiKaiaq  men  Urcthov 

Aq\i%o$'%J/uoc.  Fuit  iongius  curriculum*  quo 

fex  ftadia  decurrebantur. 

*  ■% 

'  ,  f  *  #: 

O7 f?uTo$£Qjbto$.  Certamen  quo  armati*  & 
clypeis  JEneis  inftru&i  in  curriculum 
defeendebant,  &  geminum  ftadium  de~ 
currebant*  ut  Pollux,,  lib.  3.  cap*  30* 

Erat  faltu-certamen*  ut  patet. 

K*Aw$.  Celete-certamen.  Celes  autem  fuit 
Equus  Sellarius,  quem  Suetonius  vocat 
defultorium*  alii  dorfuarium*  qui  currui 
nulli  jungitur  :  Anglice  dicitur,  a  Saddle 
or  Race  Horfe  ;  ita  dicituiy  a  WtAAmv> 
quod  eft  rpUmv. 

Aiazoc.  Certamen  baud  abfimile  ludo  Anglice 
di£lo  Quoits,  iuit  enim  difeus  orbis  ex 
Ferro,  sere,  lapide,  aut.  ligno  fa&us,  qui 
corporis  exercendi  gratia  in  auras  pro- 
jiciebatur. 

Ilvyuk  Certamen  erat  quo  ttv%3  i.  e.  pugil- 
latu,  certabant.  TJvkt%$  vero  erat  6  S^- 

vatuB’0g  dcraf  rr,  nAryS  i.  e.  qui 


poteft 

pellere 
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pellere  plaga,  ficut  Ariftot.  1. 1?  Rhetor. 


riaA/i.  Lu£la-certamen,  quod  rS>  Qhlgw 
Ttarlyw  peragitur.  Arift.  ibidem. 

IT ayxe^rior.  Pancratium.  Hoc  duo  certa- 
mina,  viz.  tstclKw  &  Truyfjjw  (tefte  Arift. 
lib.  i.  Rhet.  c.  5.  &  Plutarch,  lib.  2. 
Symp.  quseft.  4.)  continet.  ita  di£tum, 
quia  omnibus  corporis  viribus  omnique 
semulum  petendi  prehendendique  modo 
Pancratiftse  utebantiir.  Hoc  male  non- 
nulli  cum  <&tvrd§A a  confundunt. 

rigm^Aot/.  Quinquertium.  Hoc  quinque  cer- 
tamina,  viz.  Uuy/uunv*  Tld Am,  tVA Ajutstj 
A lo-KOv,  &  A pj^v  continebat. 

A idvhoc.  Fuit  curfus  reciprocus,  quo  ubi  ad 
metam  perventum  effet  ad  carceres  re- 
vertendum  erat :  Paufanias  comparat. 
SicvjMv  fcriptioni,  qux  fit,  i.e. 

converfionibus  linearum  more  fulcorum 


fic 


a  bobus  arontibus  fa&orum  :  derivatur 
a  Ste  &  duAi^z&atf.  Quod  in  duobus  locis 
fiat  ftatio,  in  initio  &  fine. 
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A gjjLa.  feu  Te9(f/7r7To^.  Curru-certamen  quatuor 
equis,  quorum  curfus  duodecies  fiebant. 
Unde  Poeta  in  Olymp.  Ode  2.  Te0&i?r7n^ 

vocat.,  &  ipfum  curricu¬ 
lum.,  Ode  3.  ^vo^fcot'yvccju.TT'Tov  tIp/acl 
/u‘d  nuncupat. 

tyi$  £^q/uc<;*  KaATTn  eft  Carpenti  quod- 
dam  genus. 

^Airhulns  apo/uus.  Rheda-certamen  :  5 A7 rlw/,  fuit 
(tefte  Paufa :)  peculiare  quoddam  genus 
rhedae,  ad  quam  jungebantur  equx  fx~ 
minx  ;  e  quibus  in  extremo  (puta  12) 
curriculo  defilientes  feflbres,  prehenfis 
manu  frasnis*  ad  metam  curfitabant. 

In  Circo  Olympiorum >  Pythiorum,  Nemeo - 
rum,  atque  IJihmiorum ,  locus  fuit  qui  Tara - 
ippus  appellabatur  ;  eb  quod  ad  hunc  equi 
currentes  fubita  conilernatione  corriperentur, 
indeque  aurigis  gravis  noxa  laspius  infligere- 
tur5  igitur  ut  xquo  &  propitio  uterentur 
Tara:  Tirirof) ,  Aurigse  ad  aram  quandam  vota 
nuncupabant.  De  causa  hujufce  Taraxippias* 
vid.  Lycophron.  v.  43.  Paufaniam  et  Schol. 
Find,  in  Olymp.  a. 


DE 


’OA v^rma.  dicebantur  vel  ab 
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■  ,  DE  0  LT  MP  IIS. 


rOlympio  Jove  cui  facra  flint :  dicitur  at > 
tern  Jupiter  'O\b/jiino<;  ab  :Oa vjuttco 
Monte  editiffimo,  in  quo  colebatur  5 
Poetse  ’Oav/ulitov  pro  ipfo  Cselo  accipb 
unt.  Et  omnis  mons  altior  a  Gnecis 
dicitur. 

/ 


\ 


v. 


Olympia  oppido  Elidis,  ad  quod  hxC  cer- 
tamina  celebri  folebant.  Non  procul 
erat  a  Pifa  :  quamvis  antiquitus  (ut 
Stephan  us  de  Urbibus)  ipfa  ’Qa vjumcc, 
Pifa  dicebatur.  Propter  frequentes  ho¬ 
rn  in  um  conventus  ‘srxymvQv  yjptp* 
Pyndarus  Olymp.  6*  Appellat- 


AuTHOR  horum  certaminum  fuit  Hercules 
I  dans  hanc  vero  folennitatem  iaspe  neg-* 
leftam  &  collapfam  inftaurabant  multi, 
viz.  Cly menus,  Amytheon ,  Neleus ,  Peli~ 
as,  Augeas ,  Hercules  Amphi tryoniades, 
(unde  multi  decepti  hunc  primum  Autho- 
rem  faciunt)  Oxylus ,  &  poitremo  Iphitus . 

Origo  fuit  hsec  :  Rhea  metuens  a  Satilrno# 
qui  filios  fuos  enecabat  aut  deVorabat, 
recens  natum  Jovem  Daily  li  s  Id  As  edu-* 
candum  dabat.  Hi  DaAyli^QVunt  qiiinq; 
fratres,  viz.  Hercules ,  Pdonaus,  Epi me- 
deSy  JaJius,  &  Ida  :  Hi  poftea  ab  Ida 
Monte  Cretaein  Elidem  venerunt  &  Her- 

P  cules 
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cules  qui  natu  maximus  erat,  curfus  cer¬ 
tain  en  fratribus  per  ludum  in  hondrem 
jovis  propofuit,  viftoremq*  Oleaftri  co¬ 
rona  donavit. 

Tempus  Inftitutionis  baud  con  ft  at.  omnium 
antiquiftimaefTe  plufquam  verifimile  eft : 
Prseftantiffima  effe,  &  in  pretio  prse  ce¬ 
teris  omnibus  maximo,  non  duBitatur. 
Hinc  A  riftoteles,  1.  7.  Ethic,  c.  6.  (ita 
enim  hunc  locum  nonnulli  interpretan- 
tur)  memorise  prodidit  'OAufAwioviKas  xar 
quandam,  Grsecis  vocatos  fuiffe 
clp8^co7t^  quafi  ioli  illi  hominis  appellati- 
one  digni  fuiffent. 

Locus  hujufce  folennitatis  erat  campus  Elidis 
ad  Alpheum  fluvium,  unde  ille  fluvius 
cliftus  eft  Jovi  dile&iffimus,  ut  Paufan. 
in  Eliac.  prior  :  &  K Pind. 

Olymp.  1  o. 

Tempus  hujufce  folennitatis  erat,  ut  Tzetzes 
in  Lycop.  p.  12.  ab  XI.  ad  XV.  diem 
Menfis  'Ex.aTL/ji^aj^v%  (i.  e.  nifallor  Junii) 
in  tempore  pleni  lunii.  Hie  menfis — — 
IJapSkioc  vel  (ut  ait  vetus  Pindari  enar- 
rator)  ’Airofooivios  vocatus  fuit.  In  XV  L 
die  fiebat  Judicium  de  certantibus,  & 
:'QAu/A7rrAixai;  prsemia  diftribuebantur. 

JUD  ICES  feuPrsefe&i harum certaminum,quos 
CEAA appellabant  fuerunt  decern 

quorum 
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quorum  tres  de  equorum  certaminibus  t 
tres  de  Quinqudrtio  :  tres  de  cseteris  cer* 
taminibus  cognofcebant.  Paufan.  156. 


fPramium  ex  inftitutione  fuit  nec 
aurum  nec  argentum  fed  Co¬ 
rona  ex  Ole  afire.  Sed  tamen 
Athenienfes  ei  qui  Iflhmia ,  cen¬ 
tum  ;  qui  vero  rQ  vice¬ 

rat,  quingentos  denarios  ex 
inftituto  Solonis  dederunt. 
Plut.  in  Solone;  immo  alimen- 
ta  public  a  in  Pry  tamo  Olym - 
pionicis  dabant.  Pint,  in  Arift. 


VlCTORIS 


Gloria  tanta  fuit  nt  Cicero  in  2. 
L  Tuf.  Quxft.  fcribit,  Olym- 
piorum  Viftoria  Grsecis  Con- 
fultatus  ille  antiquus  videba- 
tur  :  &  pro  L.  Flacco ,  Olym- 
pionicam  effe,  apud  Grsecos 
prope  majus  fuit,  &  gloriofi- 
us,  quam  Roma?  triumphafTe. 
Ipfi  enim  triumphantes  qua- 
drigis  in  patrias  irivehebantur. 


Proclamatio  fiebat  per  Praconem 
hoc  modo,  i°.  nominabatur 
genus  viftorise.  2°.  Perfona 
,  Viftrix.  30.  Pater  Vi&oris. 
40.  Patria  vel  Civitas  Victo- 
ris,  habebaturque  fun^mus  ho- 
C  nor  fi  quae  Ci  vitas  'OAvjuiuohkIjuu 
P  2  genuiffet. 
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genuiffet.  Hinc  Plin.  1.  16.  C. 
I  4.  Non  tam  Victoria  quam 

Viftoris  patrias  coronam  da- 
I  tarn  effe  fcribit.  Nonnulli  au- 
tem,  vel  pecunia  corrupti,  vel 
ex  amore  alicujus  loci,  vel 
quod  a  civibus  fe  lxfos  effe 
putarent,  aliunde  quam  a  Pa- 
i  tria  Natali  fe  vole- 

I  bant* 

VlCTORlS  / 

\  Memoria  religiofiffime  cuftodie- 
batur.  Quippe  omnium  pcene 
Statuas  Olympias  in  luco  Jovis 
(quern  Pindarus  Eleorum  dicit 
&  '\h\nv  vocat)  dicari  mos 

erat.  Hinc  Find. - dicuntur 

eorum  n ouzi  ctdxvaToi.  Quin  & 
eorum  nomina  in  Olympico 
|  Gymnafio  confcripta  fuerunt. 

Pau.  1.  6. 

Inter. VALLUM  inter  Olympicas  folennitates 
fuit  Quatuor  anni  folidi ;  ideoqdO Av 
dicitur  nr^.%rr,^  ;  plane  ut  apud  Ro¬ 
manos  Luft-rum,  quod  &ipfum  erat  qua¬ 
tuor  annorum  completcrum  fpatium  & 
licet  Poetas  &  Olympiadi  &  .Luftro  quin¬ 
quennium  tribuant  (unde  Quinquennis 
Olympias  Ovidio  dicitur,  ut  &  'ZtnvvztTrr 
^ \c  ipio  Pindaro  in  Olymp.  Ode  3.)  fua 
tamen  id  faciunt  licentia,  eo  quod  poft 
annos  quatuor  folidos,  in  initio  Quinti 

currentis 
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currentis  ageretur  ideoq;  etiam  tzt^oz im- 
rcttTYi oic,  appellatur.  Olympia  autem  ce» 
lebrantur  in  Quinto  currente  anno,  quia 
Hercules  &  fratres  fui  fuerunt  quinque. 
Hinc  graviter  errat  Socrates  hiftoricus 
dum  1.  7.  cap.  48.  Olvmpiadem  pro  foli- 
do  Quinquennio  accipit. 

Poft  Iphiti  tempora  (qui  poftremus  omnium 
hofce  ludos  inftaurabat)  3  OAv/litt  ya&vt- 

p  temporum,  Grsecis  ufitatiihmus  elfe  cy~ 
perunt.  Ut  pote  quarum  initium  illis  fixum 
erat  &  Notum  ;  ante  quod  nihil  fere  certi 
quoad  tempora  in  Hiftoriis  Grsecorum  repe- 
ritur. 

j 

Tern  pus  enim  ufque  ad  Cataclyfmum,  i.  e. 
diluvium  fait  A  Cataclyfmo  ufque 

ad  Olympiades  Ipbiteas  fuit  juuudutQv,  a  prima 
Olympiade  ufque  ad  omnia  fsecula  futura, 
erit  Wopfldv*  Ut  Cenforinus  de  die  nataii, 
c.  21. 

H  «  ,| 

\ 

Prxter  ilia  corporis,  fuerunt  &  quxdarn 
ingenii  certamina  ;  quippe  enim  tefte  Paula- 
nia,  Gorgius  Orator  in  Olympica  vrcLvnyJp&i 
magnum  Eloquently  fpecimen  dedit.  Et 
Herodotus ,  ut  fcribit  Sin  das  ia  Olympico  con- 
ventu  mufas  fuas  recitabat. 

Conftituit  Hercules  12  Deorum  ftatuas  in 
Olympia,  fecitq;  iis  aras  fex,  binis  lingulas. 
[Zdfjiic,  $iovy,b$  vocat  Find.  Olymp.  5.  Prima 
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ara  erat  Jovis  Sc  Neptunf;  fecunda  junonis  & 
Minervae,  tertiaMercurii  Sc  Apollinis,  quar- 
ta  Chari  turn  &  Bacchic  quinta  (caufam  vide 
apud  Paus.  p.  161.  lin.  40)  Dianar  &  Alphei, 
fexta  Saturni  &  Rhese.  His  duodecim  Diis 
facra  fecerunt  ii,  qui  Vittores  pronun tiati  fu¬ 
erunt,,  tanquam  Vi&orise  authoribus. 


Fuerunt  deniq;  Certamina  Olympica  in 
omnibus  ufqueadeo  mafcula  &  ftrenua  ut  Fo¬ 
minas  vel  Spe&atrices  effe  capitali  lege  pro¬ 
hibitum  fuit.  Paufan.  1.  5  &  6.  vid.  Sc  ne 
Fa2minae(ficut  olim  Diagorse  filia)  virili  orna- 
tu  certamina  inirent,  ut  omnes  exercitaturi 
Magiftri  nudi  adftnt,  cautum  eft.  Haftenus 
de  Olympus. 

BE  PYT HIIS. 


»■— — 
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pp 

4-J 

Ph 


rApolline  Pythio,  cui  facra  fuerunt: 
Apollo  autem  Pythius  dicitur ;  vel 
aito  rS  TTuU^ca  ab  interrogando,  quod 
interrogandi  gratia  iretur  ad  Apolli- 
nera  Pythium  :  vel  a  Pythone  Ser- 
pente  quern  interfecit,  vel  denique 
CCJTO'  TMC,  nvbk  vel  n*j0  woe,  i.  e.  Del- 
y  phis,  ubi  celeberrimum  Oraculum 
habuito 

*  r  •  »  ■ 

Delph  is,  qui  &  VrM  five  riufW  appel- 
labantur.  Erant  autem  Delphi  oppi- 
dum  Phocidis  liberum,  fub  Parnaiio 
Monte  ad  latys  ejus  Auftrinum  ; 

difti 


I 

a 


8, 

-3  £ 

^  FJ 


Ph 
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difti  autem  funt  Delphi,  primo 
Nape  a  convallibus  yicinis  :  deindc 
Utrp feosGt.  quod  in  loco  faxofo  & 
clivofo  effent :  poftea  Delphi  a 
Delpho  Apollinis  filio  ;  tandem 
vero  ri'jQ&v  a  Pytho  Delphi  filio. 
Sic  Paufan.  Quod  ii  hoc  etymon 
verum  fit  ;  tunc 


r 


r 


N 

* 

> 


a 
.  P 

\ 

*2 

a 

•  < 

• 

»— ■ H 

Oh 

P 

ft 


Antiqua 
quse  erant 


\ 


Prius  'ETrrcteTvg/rjx ;  eo  quod 
ludos  holce  Apollo  7mo. 
ftatim  die  ab  occifo  Py- 
thone  peragebat. 

/ 

Poftea  EvvtzerKg/xoi  ;  numeri 
Mufarum,  qui  iua  trium- 
phanti  munera  offerebant, 
ratione  habita. 


Recentiora  quae  ad  exemplum  Qlympi- 
orum  nevTaeT/ig/xat  ;  hoc  eft  quse  poft 
quatuor  annos  folidos  &  completos, 
in  quinto  anno  currente  celebrari  fo- 
lebant. 

Hx  Pythiades  etiam  ypepHTn*  tempo- 
rum  fuerunt. 


f  Antiquorum  fuit  Apollo . 

AUTHOR  <  Recentiorum  fuit  Eurylochus  Thef- 
[  fains . 


P  4 


Oriqq 
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f Antiquorum  fuitrhasc  :  Apollo  Py** 
thone  (qui  quod  crudclis  &  into- 
lerabilis  effet  Tyrannus  A&Ikgov 

!difl'us  fuit)  interempto,  memo- 
riam  viftori^e  tarn  nobilis  ludis 
hifce  immortalem  eflfe  voluit,  ut 
Ovid.  Met.  Pythia  perdomiti  fer- 
pentis  nomine  di£ta. 

Recentiorum  fuit  haec  :  Eurylochus 
j  poftquam  Cirrhasos  Parnafli  acco- 

1  las,,  qui  advenas  &  Oraculo  Del- 

phico  donaria  offerer  tes  depraeda- 
!  bantur,  opprefTiffet,  &  Oraculum 

|  priftinse  libertati  &  dignitati 

I  vindicaffet  :  Pythia  recentiora* 

^  i.  e.  Fhvrczir inftituit. 

f  Antiquorum,  fuit  circa  an- 
TemPUS  J  num  Mundi  2700. 
InsTiTuTIONIS I  Recentiorum,  fuit  circa  an- 

num  Mundi  3364. 


Tempus  celebrationis  fuit  dies  fextus  menfis 
®ctpyvi?uwo$  ut  apud  Athenienies  vocaba- 
tur,  vel  By  a  in  ut  apud  Delphos  ;  qui 
inenfis  ex  parte  cum  Aprili,  ex  parte 
cum  Maio  Romanorum  fere  coincidit. 

Locus  erat  Campus  apertus  &  planus  ApoJli- 
ni  dedicatus,  inter  oppidum  Delphos  & 
Cirrham.  Sed  aliquando  Pythia  non  a- 

pud 

JL 


•f 
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pud  Delphos  fed  Athenis  habita  fuerunt 
a  Demetrio  Poliorcete,  quo  fci  :  Tem¬ 
pore  Anguftise  apud  Delphos  ab  ^tolis 
infidebantur.  Plut.  in  Demet. 


Judices  &  Praefefti  horum  Certaminum  di£ti 
funt  yA/u(piKTuov^9  Judices  Grxcix  Publi- 
ci :  Sic  difti  ab  Amphy&ione  3tio.  Athe- 
nienfium  Rege*  qui  Grascos  prius  in  hoc 
confilium  coegit. 


Horum  offi- 
cium  erat 


f  Oraculi  dignitatem  confervare 
<  Difficiliores  lites  judicare 
i Ludos  Pythios  adminiftrare. 


Ultimum  munus  ferius  ad  priora  acceffit; 
&  in  hoc  ultimo  rnunere  ’A/sttpvtruons 
cum  Olympiorum  Ea AavoSiJcctig  conveni- 
unt. 


In  PyThiis  pnecipuum  certamen  fuit  eorum, 
qui  (tefte  Paus.  in  Phoc.)  pr^emio  pro- 
pofito  fn  Apollinis  honorem  ad  Cytha- 
ram  vel  Lyram  Fictiava cecinilfent.  Quem 
hymnum  ita  vocabant  quod  Apolloni 
cum  Pythone  pugnanti  acclamatum  fuit 
Ti  Tlaizv/'h  Yixiiv.  Qupd  Latini  lo  Paean 
reddiderunt.  Vel  quod  Latona*  quae 
cum  imprudens  ad  antrum  Pythonis  Ser¬ 
pent]  s  proprius  acceffiffet,  ne  opprime- 
retur  cum  Diana  &  Apolline  puello,  jam 
fagistis  armato,  animos  fertur  puello  ad- 

diddle: 
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didiiTe  ^hllaJ  h  11m,  monens  ut  tela  in 
beftiam  mitteret. 


r  i .  avx i.  e.  carminis 
Proaemium. 


2.  a  primum  certa- 

minis  initium  &  pericu- 
.  lum. 


Hie  Hymnus  qui 
&  vi[x%  Pythicus 
appellatur,  habu- 
it  5  partes,  viz. 
Strab.9.  Pauf.vid. 
&  Selden.  Pollux 
aliter  has  partes 
enumerate 


3.  KcLTaxzAi'jj juoc,  ipfa  pug- 
na  cum  acclamatione 
Parnaffiorum,  "Li  Tlouotv. 

4*  lajuSout,  hzKTv?Kou  Jam- 
bi  quidem  propter  Aoi$b- 
picLv  qua  Pythonem  pro- 
vocavit.  'la/u£i^etv  enim 
PiciStpztp  eft  :  Da&yli  ve- 
ro  propter  feftinandi  ftu~ 
dium. 


5.  crjg/yfei;.  Mortem  Py- 
thonis  imitabantur,  vi- 
tam  cum  fibilis  exhalan- 
^  tis. 


Ut  major  eifet  Pythicorum  folennitas,  & 
religioflus  celebraretur,  magnum  viftimarum 
numerum,  viz.  boves  non  infra  1000,  reli- 
quorum  vero  pecorum  plura  quam  ioooo  fo- 

lebant  csedere. 


Pindarus 


) 
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Pindarus  in  ipfa  celebratione  Pythica  (Py- 
thiade  fci  XVIIL  i.  e.  anno  3.  Qlympiadis 
LXV.  ut  Suidas  annotat.)  natus  fuit.  Qupd 
non  abiq;  fingulare  omine  laudum  Apollinis 
&  Pythiorum  concelebrationis  accidiffe  Plu- 
tarchus,  1.  8.  fymp.  quoe  1.  interpretatur. 

ffattenus  de  Pythiis . 

JOE  N  E  ME  IS. 
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N oppidoin  N kfxkct  regiuncula  Argias 
quaeregioitadicitur  rs  vljjLt&cq  a 
pafcendo*  quia  Argus  paftor  ill  cen¬ 
tum  oculis  pneditus*  boves  Junonis 
Argivse  &  Io  in  vaccam  mutatam  ibi 
paverit. 


v  Nemeo  Leone*  quem  Hercules  interfecit. 
S  Qui  Leo  Nemeseusdiciturquia  fpecurrj 
X  in  N ifjdct  habuit. 


Duplicia 

luerunt 


rPriora  Archemoro  dicata. 

)Pofteriora*  Jovi  dicata,  bine  jo- 
(_  vis  dyiov.  Find.  3,  dicuntur. 


26 
O 

K  / 

D 

«r1 


Priorum  fui,t  rE irrag  ilia  ducum  cum  Po¬ 
ly  nice  ad  Thebanam  expeditionem 
progediens. 


Pofteriornm  fait  Hercules  Amphitriom- 
l  des»  Origq 


Origo 


I 
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PrioPvUM  fuit  ha^c  Fa£be  aliquando  inter 
fe  fuerunt  Lemniades  de  interfeciendis 
maritis,  &  maribus  adultis  omnibus. 
Ex  iis  fola  Hypfipyle  Tboanti  patri, 
Infulas  Lemni  Regi,  pepercerat.  Hyp- 
fipylen  ergo,  ut  perfidam  ferro  inter- 
ficere  decreverunt.  Ilia  hoc  animad- 
vertus  &  fugiens,  a  Latronibus  capta 
eft,  Lycurgo  Nemeorum  regi  vendita; 
Lycurgus  ei  filium  Ophelten  nutrien- 
dum  tradidit.  Circa  hxc  tempora 
Duces  illi  feptem,  qui  cum  Polinice 
Thebanam  expeditionem  iverant,dum 
per  Sylvam,  ad  Nemeam  iter  faciunt, 
fito  laborantes,  forte  fortuna  in  Hyp- 
fipilen  inciderunt,  quam  ut  fe  ad  fon- 
tem  aliquem  deduceret,  rogarunt. 
Ilia  Ophelten  puerum  in  Cupreffeto 
illius  loci  inter  herbas  ludentem  reli- 
quit,  &  fitientes  ad  aquas  potabiles 
deduxit.  Interim  Puer  ferpente  i£tus 
expiravit.  Quod  cum  Duces  cum 
Hypfipyle  reverfi  vidiffent,  ferpente 
telis  confixis,  Ophelten  fepelierunt, 
&  in  folatium  Nutricis,  &  grati- 
tudinis  ergo,  Ludos  funebres  circa  ro- 
gum  inftituerunt.  Ibi  turn  unus  ex 
Ducibus  Amphiaraus  vates,  Opheltse 
nomen  mutavit,  &  Ap ylujo^Qv  appel- 
lavit,  non  fine  omine  quod  cafus  hu- 
jus  pueri  effet  apy*  /uuopv,  fiquidem  in- 
^  felicifiime  pugnaturi  erant. 
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^ Posterior um  fuith xc.  Hercules  occifo 
p  l  Nemeieo  Leone  Nemea  rurfus  infti- 
~  l  tuit,  dignitate  &  amplitudine  auxit, 
Oj  &  pro  Archemoro  jovi  Nemeseo  di~ 
i  tavit. 


Tempus  In- 

STITUTIONIS 


Priorum  fuit  circa  annum  Man- 
di  272,6.  circa  quod  tempus  e™ 
rat  expeditio  mv  iivrct 

Pofteriorum  fuit  non  multo  poft 


# 


Tempus  Celebrationis  fuit  (ut  Find.  SchoL) 
XII.  dies  menfis  Uavi/uy  quern  Macedo- 
nes  &  Corinthii  fic  vocabant :  Attici  ve- 
ro  CE koto /ubGcu&vat,  qui  Junio  &  Juho  Ro~ 
manorum  fere  convenit.  Paufanias  vero 
hofce  ludos  hibernos  effe  fcribit*  in  Co¬ 
rinth.  &  Eliac. 


Locus  fuit  .Lucus  quidam  ad  Oppidum  Nc*- 
mcx. 

Judices  feu  Prsefefti  horum  Certaminum  rue- 
runt  ipli  Argivi  qui  fedebaift  habitu 
feu  nigro  Originem  facroruma  luclu  pro- 
manaffemdicantes.  Horum  officium  erat 
habito  judicio  de  certantibus  in  unoquoq; 
genere  yiftorem  renuntiare  &  Corona 
ornare. 

InTERVALLUM  inter  quamlibet  folennitatern 
fuit  biennium  folidum  *  hi  ludi  tame.n 

dicun  tur 


1 
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dicuntur  r^/irn^jxoi  vel  rg/z t&s  quod  m 
tertio  quoq;  anno,  poft  biennium  quodq^ 
folidum  celebrati  fuerunt. 

Quia  a  Militaturis  traxitoriginem  hie  Ludus, 
in  initio  foli  Milites  eorumq;  filii  admifti  funt. 
Poftea  vero  Populus  admiflus  fuit,  ut  Scho- 
liaft.  in  Pind.  ^  1 

Haftenus  de  Nemeis . 


DE  ISTHMUS . 


IsTHMIA  dicuntur  ab  Ifthmo  Corinthiaco  'W/uu; 
proprie  collum  fignificat ;  &  colli  fimi- 
litudine  gtvet)  yyg  Sis^oSbi  jUZTa?d  ovo  0a- 
A  array,  i.  e.  bimares  angufti  ’bJjuoi  di¬ 
cuntur.,  &  plures  alivi  funt  'W/ubi ;  wr 
iZoyJiv  tamen  ilia  anguftia  qux  Pelopon- 
nefum  continenti  conne&it,  ita  appellan 
meriut,  ubi  Corinthus  eft. 


IsTMiA  2plicia 
fuerunt 


Antiquiora  :  qua*  nofturna 
erarit. 

Recentiora  :  quae  diurna  e- 
rant. 


^Antiquiorum  fuit  Sifyphus  iEoli 
,  I  filius  Corinthiorum  Rex. 
Author ) 

I  Recentiarum  fuit  Thefeus  Athena- 

■  »<> 

t  rum  Rex. 
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Antiquorum  fuit  hxc  :  Ino  A th  am  antis  aci 
infaniam  adafti  Uxor,  a  manto,  cui 
fera  videbatur,  petita  ;  cum  filio  Meli- 
certa  in  pelagum  defiliit.  Ino  quidem 
Neptuni  commiferatione  in  Leucothean 
converfa  credita  fuit $  Melicertes  vero, 
Palasmon  habitus  eft.  Cujus  tameit 
cadaver  a  Sifypho  inventum  fuit  &  fe~ 
pultum. 

Poftea  cum  pefte  vexarentur  Gorin- 
thii,  refpondit  Apollo ,  Honorem  per- 
petuum  Melicertse  elfe  tnbuendurrx 
Sifyphus  itaq;  Ludos  in  honorem  Me- 
licerta  five  Palamonis  inftituit  j  &  a 
loco  IJlhmios  efTe  voluit. 

Recentiorum  fuit  h^c.  Thefeus  poftquam 
Corinthiacum  traftum  a  latrociniis 
Sinnidis  (qui  pinibus  deflexis,  &  fibi 
ipfis  iterum  uno  impetu  remiiils,  Via* 
tores,  quosceperat,  difcerperefolebat, 
unde  Hi  rvoTcxixTrr^  dicebatur,  ipfo  Sin* 
nide  hoc  mortis  genere  fublato)  Jibe* 
rafter,  Ludos  Ifthmios  diu  negleftos 
inftauravk,  &  Neptuno  facros  efle  juf- 
fit  ;  cujus  Numini  vicforiam  de  Sin* 
nide  acceptam  referebat.  Et  ex  noc- 
turnis  (quse  magis  initiandi,  quam 
fpectaculi  gratia  conftituta  vederentur) 
diurnos  &  longe  illuftriores  fecit. 


Tempus 
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Tempus 

Institutions 


Antiquiorum  circa  anruinl 
Mundi.,  2600. 

RecentJorum  circa  annum 
Mundi,  2720. 


Tempus  celebrationis  nbn  fatis  certum  eft. 
Autumnale  tempus  effe  videtur.  Nam 
9I<£r/Moi£&tv  (teftibus  Hefychio  &  Suida) 
dicebantur,  qui  minus  bonx  valetudinis 
erant ;  quandoquidem  tempus  anni  quo 
Ifthmia  agebantur,  erat  h nWor,  qua¬ 
le  eft  Autumnale. 


Ea  ndvemdiebus  ante  Epidaurta  quin- 
quennalia  peragi  Scholis:  Pind.  ad  Nem. 
3.  annotat.  diem  tamen  &  menfem  Epi- 
dauriorum  nonexprimit. 

Locus  erant  fauces  Ifthmiad  TemplumNep- 
tuni  Ifthmii. 

JuDICES  feu  Prafecli  Certaminum  fuerunt 
Corinthii,  hi  enim  ut  Strabo  lib.  8.  lo¬ 
quitur  avvtrl tov  ctyZvct.  Hi  Judices 
Find.  Nem.  6.  appellantur. 

Quo  nomine  proprie  Pythorum  Judices 
appellantur.  Hoc  tamen  vocabulum 
poftea  aliis  conceftibus  judicialibus  attri- 
butum  eft. 


Inter* 
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Inter  vallum.,  ut  in  Nemeis,  fait  biennium 
folidum.  Hi  Ludi  tamen  r^rrpjKb  feu 
appeilantur,  quia  in  tertio  anno 
currente  celebrari  folebant. 

Plinius,  1.  4.  cap.  5.  Sc  Solinus.  c.  12, 
.has  Ludos  quinquennales  effe  cenfeunt. 
Sed  quia  Pindarus  (cui  horum  Certami- 
num  ratio  optime  cognita  fuit)  hanc  fo- 
iennitatem  Uocr&^'bii'iov  <£v  rl- 

juJjjjot)  Nem.  6.  inw\.  2.  vocat.  Tricte- 
ricos  effe  credendum  eft. 

.  *  .4 

Maxima  fuit  Ifthmiorumdignitas :  i°-  ob  an- 
tiquitatem  (fuerunt  faltem  Pythiis  Sc 
Nemeis  antiquiora).  2°-  Ob  religionem* 
3°-  Ob  opportunitatem  loci  per  duo  di- 
verfa  maria  3  adeo  ut  omnium  Grasco~ 
rum  undiq;  conventus  erat. 

His  Ludis  Nero  interfuit,  Sc  ipfe  e  medio 
Radio,  habita  de  tribunali  ad  multitudinem 
condone;  Grxcos  omnes  liberos,  fuifq;  dein- 
ceps  legibus  ufuroseffe  pronuntiavit  3  fimulq; 
Judices  civitate  Romana,  Sc  pecunia  grandi 
donavit,  ut  Suetonius  in  Nerone.  Haftenus 
de  Ifthmiis. 
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